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THE WAYBACK CLUB

Meets in Mr. Jackson's general store in the village of Way-

back, in Central Wisconsin. IMeetings corresponding to the

trips of ]\Ir. Sellem, a traveling salesman.

The Clnb discusses polities
—state and national—and the

affairs of tlie world in general.

ROLL OE^ MEMBERS.

]\lr. Sellem—a traveling salesman and his little hook, in which

he has been keeping tab on certain "reformers" and

their peculiar doings.

Elder—a clergyman, a typical "La Follette man" who means to

be fair and just but, though sometimes wavering, in the

end he always relapses to his child-like faith in Bob.

Mr. Jackson—a country storekeeper.

Mr. Webber—a farmer.

i\Ir. Strike—the village blacksmith.
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CHAPTER I.

The Wayback Club Discusses Initiative—Referendum—Recall.

"Good eveninii-, <^('iitlemen. ]\Iy train was late to-night ami

I presume the talkfest has commenced. What is the subject

nnder consideration?"

"We are debating the matter touched upon at our hist

ineeting, as to whether, under the primar}- election, Mnvy Ann,

and corrupt practices laws, Wisconsin is now under a Repub-

lican form of government.

"The Elder holds that these several laws, as radically as

they depart from former theories of a representative system of

government, have made no real change. Mr. Jackson and m,y-

self, how^ever, think that La Follette has set up an entirely new

form of government in Wisconsin, so far removed from the ideas

of the builders of the nation that it seems plain to us that, when

the}^ wrote the Constitution, they had in mind and tried to

guard against the very political conditions now existing in

Wisconsin, Oregon, and some of the other Western States."

"In that you are only partly correct, jMr. Webber. La

Follette has set up a form of government in this state that is

entirely different from that intended and provided by the

Fathers, but it is not new. None of these political fads are new.

They have all been tried out upon credulous and suffering

humanity many times in the past; and the pages of history for

the past tAventy-five hundred years are strewn Avith stories of

nations under popular systems of government that have been

subverted by politicians using these same methods.

"In the most of the cases given in the books, these men.
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counterparts of our modern politicians, usually rising from

obscurity to political control by posing as the champions of the

])eople, have ended by enslaving them. So many times did this

occur in the past that, from very ancient times to the present

day, 'First demagogue then despot' has been a stock phrase in

many languages, describing the usual course of events.

''The man who founded this nation were exceptionally well

(|ualified for the Avork. For generations their ancestors had

devoted their lives and fortunes to the task of freeing the

people from governmental conditions not far removed from

slavery.

"The Teutonic races, of which the English, German, and

Scandinavian races in this country are mixed representatives,

have alwaj^s been restive under monarchial rule and its restric-

tions on the free initiative and action of the individual. On

this account, since the medieval ages, the people of the nations

of Northern Europe have been in a condition of chronic unrest.

The original thirteen colonies were settled largely by people

who left Europe on that account.

"Within the period comprised in the 18th century, the

English colonies were harbors of refuge for political refugees

from all the nations of Northern Europe ;
and the influence of

these men, very largely patriots of commanding intelligence and

learning, upon political thought of the times, was very great.

"During this period, the histories of popular governments
of all historical times were studied as they had never been

studied before, and as they have never been studied since
;
and

in laying the foundations of the nation they were building in

the New World, the Revolutionary Fathers had, to guide them,

a thorough knowledge of the experiences of democracies of all

ages.
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"The histories of popular governments have one general

sameness. In the course of events, certain men appeared and,

gaining popular applause and credit by posing as refornun-s to

relieve the people from some real or fancied v/rong or danger,

ended hy enslaving them. Ridpath, in his History of the World.

(1eseri))ing a certain pei-iod in the history of Athens, says: 'The

conditions of affairs in Athens were now such as to afford un-

usual opportunities for the ambitious citizen to become, first a

demagogue, then a despot.' 'FirvSt demagogue, then despot'

applies generally to the most of the reformers of history.

"The Fathers had all of this in mind when they planned our

pui-ely representative form of government, with its many checks

and balances designed to prevent hasty action by temporary

majorities; and to prevent centralization, withont which nu

man or oligarchy could well sul)vcrt the governmcnl. The

speeches and debates in th(> (V)nstitiitioiuil ('onvention, and also

its context, show that the greater part of the structure of the

Constitution was designed to guard the nation against the two

greatest dangers that have always beset popular governments
in all ages ;

mob rule—popular passion of a temporary major-

ity, its ideas changing with the changing ideas or needs of each

new man able to excite it, ending in despotism.

"The more simpl(> the form of goverinnent, the more danger

to personal liberty and property. The most simple of all forms

of governments is a despotism ;
next in order is an oligarchy— .

rule by a few" men, typefied by modern political machines.

"The more complex and the less easily changed the form of

government, the safer are the liberties of the common people.

Knowing this, observe with what care the makers of the Con-

stitution divided the machinery of government into three co-

ordinate parts—legislative, judicial, and executive, each one
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independent of the othei- twi>: l)iit all three workiuo' together in

harmony.

"Notice, in the methods for the election of House and

Senate, the safeguards they provided against any p()ssil)ility

of centralization. Analyze the ])r()visious they provided for

keeping absolutely separate the three co-ordinate departments
of the government, and you Avill find that the particular gentle-

men they were i)utting up the bars against was the 'First

demagogue, then despot' of all historical times.

"The Fathers, who were building a nation that was to en-

dure for ages, had just emerged from the terrible struggle of

the Revolutionary War. in which they had risked their lives and

fortunes that the people might be free. It is certain that they

builded as Avell as they knew; and well they knew the rocks

upon which all poi)ular governments of the past had foiuidered.

"They provided that the members of the lower house of

Congress should be elected by popular suffrage to serve for tAvo

3'ears, so that, coming fresh from the people, with short terms,

they would be familiar Avith their needs and Avishes and respon-

sive to their demands. Ordinarily this would have been suiiti-

cient ; but in tln^ Avisdom of their knoAvledge that if the nation

they Avere building Avas to Avithstaud all the waves of unreason-

ing popular clamor that would dash against it iu the ages to

come, the rights of the minority, the under dog of all popular

governments, must be safeguarded, they added ucav and unusual

features to the ordinary structure of democratic gOA^ernments.

"For this purpose they provided the Senate, and in the

manner of the election of its members and their long terms, they

tried to remove them as far as possible. from being sAvayed by

unreasoning Avaves of popular clamor. They provided that the

smaller states should liaA'e the same representation as the
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larger; and in this we have the most important fmiction (»t" tlie

National Senate, to pi-oteet and represent the minority and act

as the balance wheel of the nation.

"Tn all the eternal strivings for supremacy among the mem-

bers of the animal kingdom, there is nothing more heartless and

cruel than the conduct of a temporary majority towards the

minority. In a million votes the majority may not exceed the

minority more than a few hundred, and that may be reversed at

the next election
;
but while it is in control the brntal majority

considers that the minority has no rights that it is in any way
bonnd to respect.

"Nevertheless, in their haste to change the form of govern-

ment of the nation so that they, wdth their present control of

the rnn of popular passions, may rule withont let or hindrance,

the self-styled Progressive politicians are trying to wipe out

this national safeguard provided, in their wisdom, by the

Revolutionary Fathers; and have the Senators elected by direct

popular vote—by mass meeting.

"To accomplish this object the Progressive politicians seem

to be doing their l)est to destroy all semblance of national

patriotism. In their speeches, ncAvspaper and magazine articles,

and every place Avhere they can get a hearing, they are trying

to prove that the Constitution. that has safely carried the nation

through many dangers for a Inuidred and twenty-five years, is

merely an ancient relic, good enough, perhaps, for the old back-

woods statesmen, but not to be considered at all in these

modern Progressive times. Anyway, they have thought of

something better and the people seem to be more than anxious

to try the new political medicine recommended by the political

doctors.

"One deplorable result of this so-called progressive propa-
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ganda is the nearly entire loss of that party spirit, so highly

commended by George Washington and others of the Reyohi-

tionary Fathers that, more than anj^thing else, has been instru-

mental in fostering and bnilding up that spirit of patriotism

that has alwayvS been so marked among the people of the nation :

and the substitution in its place, by several great groups of

voters, of adoration and personal fealty to one man. Such

things as La Fallette men, Roosevelt men, and other men's

'men' are entirely new in our political history. This, as the

past histories of nations so well show, is a very dangerous

national condition
;
and it is the principal cause of the con-

tinually recurring revolutions among the people of Spanish

blood in the nations to the south of us.

"In former times, political principles were the result of

national conditions; they were usually a long time in the mak-

ing before they were adopted by any party, and the dividing

line between the great political parties has nearly always had

to do with certain phases of national policies as wide as the

nation itself. Adoration and blind following of a mere man
in the place of party in political conflicts is a new thing in

politics in the nation.

"There are yet millions of voters in the land who, as Ke-

publicans or Democrats, still adhere to their old party prin-

ciples, and who decline to be branded as any man's 'man.'

Recent political happenings, however, indicate that political

power is passing into the hands of groups of voters who elect

to be known as the professional followers of one man to a

group, and who imbibe their political principles from him daily,

as the babe imbibes its milk from its mother's breast. Whether

this peculiar political condition has come to stay or not prol)-
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ably depends mostly upon the development of stump oratory in

the immediate future.

"The result of this state of affairs is that the man to whom

any of these different groups of voters looks up to as an oracle,

or a prophet, has but to state any new political principle, or a

formula for a principle, perhaps decocted over night, and his

followers take up the thing and it becomes a thing to stir the

nation to its uttermost depths. One of the latest of these made-

while-you-wait new things in political principles is initiative—
referendum—recall.

"As an additional safeguard, in constructing the machinery

of the judicial department, the Fathers provided that the

judges, who were to interpret and see to the orderly execution

of the laws, should be, as far as possible, removed from beiug.

either in their election or tenor of office, effected l)y popular

clamor and passion ;
and until within the last decade, in all the

laws effecting the judiciary, law makers, state and national,

have worked along those lines.

"Contrary to what the men of the new school of politicians

are now trying to make the people believe, partly by inference

and partly by direct statements, the judges do not make the

laws. Their office is to interpret them, to try to get at Avhat

the law makers intended and declare the fact
;
and with the low

grade of men who are often sent to legislatures and even to the

National Congress, this is often no easy thing to do.

"Often laws of the most far-reaching importance are so

involved in construction and obscure in meaning that, in trying
to get at the real intent of the law makers in framing them,
the judges have to incorporate, in their decisions, matter which

is very near new legislation. That has always been the case,

however, and is well understood as being necessary to prevent
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legal confusion of the worst kind; but in all decisions of this

character, the judges have always followed the Constitution,

the basic law of the nation. In these cases, if the judicial inter-

pretation was not correct, or if any hardship was entailed upon

any person or to any public interest, the legislature could

always make the necessary correction at the next session.

"Xow, instead of interpreting the laws according to the

Constitution, the Progressive politicians would have all judges

try to keep pace with all of the present day, up to the minute,

lightning changes in popular political fancies, regardless of the

Constitution or the written laAvs. To this end, they demand

that laws be enacted applying mass meeting methods to the

selection of and the tenor of office of the judges : making it easy

to, forthwith, remove from office any judge who makes a ruling

or a decision that, though it be strictly according to law, does

not please the particular popular political fad that happens to

be on tap at that particular day and hour, and install in his

place the favorite of the mass meeting.

"Here I will call your attention to a fact, in relation to the

general complaint against the laws delays and the unreasonable

expenses of court trials, that forms the basis of the most of the

contention of the Progressives for the judicial recall
;
and that

is that the Legislature of Wisconsin or any other state has full

power to remove, by simple laws, any and all of the judicial

faults complained of.

"If he had wished it done, La Follette could have had thf

Ijegislaturc provide foi- an entirely new course of procedure

for all of the courts during the session of either one of the last

two legislatures, tlius removing the most of the laws delays and

others of the judicial abuses and shortcomings. Why did he

not do it'/
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"For several months. La Follette's Weekly has been run-

ning a series of articles on these subjects—the laws delays and

judicial abuses. Instead of doing this, why did not Editor La

FoUette have the Legislature actually reform something there

that woidd have removed some of the ])urdens from the laboring

men and farmers?

"There is nothing more certaiu, gentlemen, than that, by the

enactment of a few simple laws that will be constitutional

without question, our Tvcgislature can simplify court practice

and i)rocedure so as to remove all complaints as to the laws

delays. Why has it not l)een d(nie?

"The reason wliy it luis not been done is not hard to under-

stand. A very large proportion of the active La Follette

politicians are young la'\^'yers. trained for the work at Van

Hise's spellbinder factory. 'The laws delays' are their slock

in trade; and, in their budding reformer stages, to make the ad-

ministration of the laws any simpler would so reduce their inci-

dental sources of income that many of them wonld have to (|uil

x-eforming and go to work. Perish the thought !

"But going back to the main subject of discourse: The

constitutional provisions dividing the machinery of the national

government into three co-ordinate departments, each separate

and distinct from the other two, are our national bulwarks of

safety; The legislative department makes the laws, the judicial

department interprets and applies them; and the executive de-

partment sees that the legislative requirements are carried out.

"That is the procedure provided by the Constitution, the

basic law of the nation; and, notwithstanding the continual

assaults that are, in these hysterical days, being made upon
them hy politicians with axes to grind, our courts will continue

to be in the future, as they have in the past, the only protection
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the common people will have against political enslavement and

practical confiscation of property through abnormally high

taxes levied to support great political organizations, as is now

so much the tendency in Wisconsin.

"The general aifirmative stand taken by the courts of the

land upon the principle that existing personal and property

rights, guaranteed bj'- the Constitution, shall be maintained

inviolate against those who Avould change our whole govei'n-

mental machinery over night to confonn to the visionary ideas

of a small minority of the people, laboring under any popular

fallacy created by demagogic agitators, is the principal reason

of the anxiety of certain gentlemen—purveyors of new lines of

political thought—for the institution into our system of govern-

ment of the new triple fad,
—initiative—referendum—recall.

"Of the three propositions, indicated l)y the three words,

initiative is a law whereby a small percentage of the electors—
in practice, between eight and twenty-five per cent, of the

normal vote—can compel the legislature to enact any kind of a

law, fool or otherwise, that they may put up to 'demanding.'

"When we reflect upon the well-known fact that most

people will sign almost any kind of a petition that is placed

before them
;
and that one industrious person could easily get

the necessary number of signers to an initiative petition de-

manding any kind of a law upon almost ;iny subject, the evil

that can eavsily come from the initiative end of the proposition

will be apparent to any one Avho stops to think of it.

"Of all things, Ave do not need any new laws of any kind.

The last legislature enacted something like 665 entirely new

laws, and at least six hundred of them were entirely

unneeessary.

"Except for the well-known fact that no more than from
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x}\g\\\ to fifteen per cent, of the voters will vote on any proposi-

tion, eitlier at a primary election or on any occasion except

at the regular November election, the referendum is not of any

particular significance.

"As, under the primary election laws, eight lo fifteen per

cent, of the electorate is enough to give the Progressives

political control in any state where they have their machines

organized upon approval, up-to-the-minute lines, thq,t is so

that it is supported by the taxpayers, I am at a loss to under-

stand what our Progressive gentlemen want of the initiative

and referendum in their business. .

"With the recall it is different, and in that word and

proposition lies the greatest danger to our nation that has

arisen since it was founded one hundred and twenty-five years

ago.

"Though usually put before the joeople so as to strike upon
t he ear and understanding, each as a separate word, the proper

position in which to place the words indicating this new-old

fad in government is as a three-word, hyphenated phrase ; thus,

initiative—referendum—recall. Certainly, in the last analysis,

but one proposition is involved; and that is by skillfully de-

vised legislative enactments, without amending or changing it,

to nullify the nu)st important provisions of the Federal

Constitution.

"Now, gentlemen, bear this in mind: The true reason why
tlu3 self-st3ded Progressive statesmen of these latter days are so

anxious for the introduction into our state and national legal

systems of the initiative—referendum—recall, and the many
strange and queer election laws that are being proposed by
them somewhere everv f(Mv mouths, is that if thev succeed in

getting these and a few others of their progressive laws grafted
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upon tlu! states and nation, tlioy will, as far as the statevS under

their control arc concerned, have overcome and nullitied the

constitutional i-cijuirements that the three co-ordinate depart-

ments of the government shall be kept forever separate and

distinct; and they will have combined them into one; and the

government will be the political machine that chances to be in

control of the state.

"If these things should be accomplished and one of the Pro-

gressive politicians be elected President, he will have immediat<'

and absolute control over all departments of the government;

and tlie form of government of this nation will then not be

Republican, as now, but a government by one man—a despot-

ism, or by a small clique of men—an oligarchy. And this

momentous change will have been made without the Coustitn-

lioii liaving been amended or any of its provisions having been

c\'cn technically violated."

"Mr. Sellem, .you are going to the last extn^ne of absurdity !

How can that l)e possible
—overcome the constitutional pro-

visions and not violate them?''

"Have ])atience, Ekhn*. and I will ex])lain so that you will

understand. Man's natni'c and desires have not changed in

]uany long ages—thousands of years-, but he has learned to do

things differently than he did a few thousand years ago.

Formerly, an ambitious politician out of a job armed his follow-

ers with the weapons of war in use at the time, organized them

into armies; and when he thought he had strong enough follow-

ing, made war upon the existing government. If successful he

assumed supreme power, reAvarded his followers with the offices

and taxed the people to raise money with which to support his

newly established government.

"This method, however, entailed consideral)le trouble upon
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both leader and followers; and the risk that if they failed they

nn'i^'lit be run through witli the sword, or hiiii^', or beheaded;

either one of which is rather a painful and iiiussey method of

jjettinp: hence. So our late modern revolutionary gentlemen,

intending to subvert existing governments, have devised a way
that is much easier, entirely devoid of personal danger; and the

only risk entailed is that, if they fail, they may have to go to

work. The people, however, cannot profit by modern methods

but get the taxes piled upon them, just as in ancient times.

"Until within the past decade, there has never been any

movement or agitation worthy of general attention looking to

radically changing our system of government. It has with-

stood the shocks of four great foreign wars and one civil war—
the greatest of history; but all of these assaults by domestic

traitors and foreign foes have never so much as shaken the

rock foundations of the nation—the Constitution.

"To provide for conditions arising incident to national

growth and changing modern conditions, the Constitution has

been amended from time to time
;
but the basic principle and

national safety device, the absolute and permanent separation

of the three co-ordinate, legislative, judicial, and executive de-

partments has never been directly attacked until within the

past fcAV years by the Progressive politicians.

"Now, however, certain gentlemen, finding the Constitution

a bar against their plans to use the states as financial backers

to their personal political organizations, avoiding the national

uprising that a direct attack upon it would cause, have devised

a way to nullify it and to undermine the very foundations of

the nation, in case their plans succeed, without arousing the

people to a knowledge of the national disaster pending.

"These men, the Progressive politicians, are trying to nul-
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lify the Constitution, the foundation stone of the nation: nnd

the various radical election laws that they are now engaged in

trying out in Wisconsin, Oregon, and some of the other West-

ern States; the whole evil lu'ood culminnting in initiative—
referendum—recall, are the instnuiients with which they pro-

pose to do the job.

"As Avould be expected of such an undertaking, to he

worked out without arousing national consciousness of danger,

the ways and means they have taken to achieve such tremend-

ous results are very devious and crooked. Beginning with the

primary laws, the ditferent laws they have put on the statute

books in Wisconsin and Oregon, in the past eight or ten years.

though not put forward in their regular order, are all parts of

the general scheme. Now that we have them all before us,

however, we can see that they are most skillfully devised for

the work they have to do
;
and we cannot but admire the genius

of the man who invented the ingenious scheme to nullify and

override the Constitution without openly attacking or amend-

ing it.

"These radical or Progressive election laws have been

sprung one at a time in such a manner that people have not

generally noticed the close connection between them. Now
that they are all in, however, and we can study them as a whole,

they are found to form a comprehensive scheme of laws, dove-

tailing one into another so perfectly that it is plain to be seen

that they comprise one general plan, devised by one man or l)y

several men working together.

"First there appeared the primary election law in Wiscon-

sin, later same thing in Oregon : corru])! practices act and

political pamphlet extravagaiic(> in Oregon, same thing later in

Wisconsin. Now Oregon has I lie I'nll initiative—referendum—
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recall, and as soon as onr Progressives?, aided by La Follette's

Weekly, can work up the feelings of the people to the proper

heat against our courts, Wisconsin Avill get that in its entirety.

Last thing. La Follette's Mary Ann law is being 'tried on the

dog' in Wisconsin, and no doubt Oregon getsS that next.

"With his ])owerful organization, made possible by the

primary election hnv, supported by taxes collected from the

people of the state, these laws seem sufficient to give' the La

FoUette machine permanent control of the state. Then, with

Senator Bourne's bill enacted into law, recpiiring a unanimous

vote of the Judges of the United States Supreme Court to de-

cide, adversely, any constitutional cpiestion arising under either

state or national laws, the Progressive Constitutional Nullifica-

tion League will be in control of the nation. When that time

arrives, the complete niUlification of the constitutional pro-

visions requiring that the legislative, judicial, and executive

departments of the government shall be kept separate and dis-

tinct will have been accomplished. Then, with initiative—
referendum—recall in operation in the states under their con-

trol, the new Progressive gentlemen now much in the public

eye—and ear—will be the government; and the people living in

their states "will be absolutely deprived of the protection of the

National government, guaranteed 1).y the Federal Constitution.

"Senator Bourne's l)ill. Avhich seems to be near the last of

Ihe series of laws needed l)y these gentlemen to achieve this

tremendous result, is not a law yet, but either that or some

similar mi?asure will be enacted into law if the Progressives

succeed in electing a President in 1912, and in controlling both

houses of Congress.

"We, of Wisconsin, well know how the progressive election

laws operate to make absolute the rule of the political boss
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and the machine
;
but this proposed Bourne law, reaching to the

Constitution and muzzling the United States Supreme Court,

perils the very foundation of liberty in the nation."
' ' What are the provisions of the Bourne bill ?

' '

"They are simple and the bill is short. It provides that to

decide adversely upon the constitutionality of any laAv of

Congress or of the states the unanimous vote of the judges of

the United States Supreme Court will be necessary. I have a

copy of the bill here and will read the important part of it.

"The bill is numbered S. 3222. of the 62nd Congress. It

was introduced in the Senate by Senator Bourne, Aug. 14th.

1911, and refered to the Committee on Judiciary, Aug. 16th,

1911. It is entitled: 'A bill to provide rules for speedy and

final decisions of questions concerning the constitutionality of

National and State laws. -^ * *

'Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-

tatives of the United States in Congress assembled.
' That in any action, suit or proceeding in the Supreme

Court of the United States when the constitutionality of

any provision of a Federal or State law, or of a State

constitution, shall be draAvn in question or decided, the

constitutionality thereof shall be sustained unless the

Supreme Court, by unanimous decision of all its members

qualified to sit in the cause, shall determine that the pro-

vision in controversy is not authorized or is prohibited

by the Constitution of the United States. * * *'

"There is more to the bill, not essential to the subject mat-

ter as, like certain other venomous things, the sting is in the

front end. Though introduced by Senator Bourne, the bill is

so plainly a part of, and the complement of, the series of Pro-

gressive laws of Avhich we are speaking, that their common
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authorsliip is apparent; and there is no doubt that this Bourne

bill was devised and constructed somewhere between Doc

McCarthy's bill factory in the State House and the executive

offices in the University.

"The bill was not pressed for passage, simply introduced

and referred to the proper committee. When political condi-

tions are favorable, it can be quietly enacted into law without

attracting any particular attention—and the shackles will be

riveted to the giant's limbs.

"Short and innocent appearing as the bill is, if enacted into

law it will contain more dynamic possibilities of danger to the

liberties of the people than any bill or measure that has ever

appeared in either house of Congress.

"There is no doubt that the bill was constructed and intro-

duced with the idea of taking a chance at sOme ultra Progres-

sive being elected President in 1912; and if such a miserable

thing should happen, there is no doubt that means wovild be

found to get one of the Progressive lawyers on the United

States Supreme Court Bench without any delay.
' ' With the Bourne bill, or some similar measure enacted into

law and their control of legislation in Wisconsin, the La Follette

organization could take advantage of any popular fallacy
—of

Iheir own creation, enact any kind of a law for the confiscation

of private property, as did the Legislature last session in con-

fiscating the water powers of the state : and no matter how un-

just or hoAV repugnant to the jn-ovisions of the Constitution,

if tliex owned one of the Supreme (-ourt judges, the law would

stand :
—regardless of the provisions of the Federal Constitu-

tion guaranteeing the lives and property of all the citizens of

the Nation; and all the citizens of Wisconsin—and Oregon—
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would be shorn of the protection of their Bill of Rights and

every provision of the National Constitution.

"I repeat, that with the present tend of legislation in the

so-called Progressive states, no measure clothed with such pos-

sibilities of danger to the liberties of the people has ever

appeared in either house of Congress.

"I challenge your Avhole line of argument, Mr. Sellem. No

such things as you suggest were ever contemplated or are pos-

sible under these Progressive laws!"

"Well, Well! Here's a private little indignation meeting

all by its lonesome self. I don't blame you for getting in a

state of mind over it, Elder. It does not seem possible that,

in this day and age, such things can be
;
but the different laws

leading up to the final conclusion that I have given are as plain

as the English language can make them.

"Under the laws now on the statute books of the state,

lacking only the full initiative-referendum-recall, if the Bourne

bill or some similar measure is enacted into law and the Pro-

gressives are given full control of the nation, confiscation of

private property by the state, under any method the Legislature

may see fit to prescribe, and entirely regardless of the provi-

sions of the Constitution of the United States, will have been

fully provided for. Oregon has all of the necessary laws now
and needs only legislative action to render rights to private

property as unstable as the vagaries of present day politics.

"To show you that Lam right, I will give you a moot, or

supposititious law for the confiscation of private property by
the state, and legal action under the law. I will assume that

such a law will be enacted by the Wisconsin Legislature of

1913; presuming that we then have the full initiative-referen-

dum-recall; the recall applying to the judges; and, also, that
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the Bourne bill or some similar measure lias been enacted into

law.

"I presume you will concede, Elder, that after showing their

absolute control of their followers by polling the full La Fol-

lotte v()t(; for a dead man, as they did for dead man Tucker in

the primary election of 1910, and their perfect control of the

1911 Legislature, there is no doubt that the La Follette nuichinc

can enact any law or kind of a laAV that the leaders desire?"

"Yes, I will concede that."

"That being established, we will take a prophetic look into

(he future; and assume that a dyed-in-the-wool Progressive will

be elected President in 1912; that the Bourne bill or some

similar measure will be enacted into law
;
that the Progressives

will control both houses of Congress; and that the Progressive

oi'ganization retains control of Wisconsin.

"Under these conditions, we will assume that the Wisconsin

Legislature of 1913 enacts the following law:

'Chapter 825, Laws of 1913.

An act—to provide for the confiscation and re-distribution

of land.

The people of the State of Wisconsin, represented in Senate

and Assembly, do enact as follows :

Section 1.—Beginning with January 1st, 1914, the following

division and distribution of all the land in the state, except

lands owned by the state and the State University, is ordered :

On that date, for the purposes of this law, all land owned by

private individuals, firms, and corporations is hereby declared

to revert to the state
;
all legal titles in land being extinguished.

Section 2.—Every farmer, or other person, firm or corpora-

tion, having had ownership in said land, shall have returned

\ to him, of that which he shall have been dispossessed, a plat
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of land of his fonuer holdings not exceeding forty acres, for

which the patent of the state shall he issued.

Section 3.—If, under the operation of this act, a person

shall he dispossessed of more than one house and lot, he will be

alloAved to select Avhichever house and lot of his former hold-

ings he elects to have returned to him.

Section 4.—After the moities granted to former owners of

land shall have been deducted, all the land i-emaining shall be

divided pro ratio among the people, citizens of the state, who

have no ownership in land.

Section 5.—A commission called the Public Land Distribu-

tion Commission, consisting of five members to be appointed by

the Governor, shall have full charge of the work under the

terms of this act. The members of this connnission shall b<'

paid a salary of $7,500 per year and all traveling and incidental

expenses. They shall appoint such assistants and at such rat*^s

of pay as they see tit : and they shall serve until removed by

the appointing power.

This act shall take efifect upon approval and publication.

Appi'oved April 1st, 1913.'

"After this Public Land Distribution Act is in full eft'oct

and operation. John Johnson, owner of a tine farm of eighty

acres, the fi-uits of a lifetime of hard work, having his 'back

forty' taken from him under the operation of the law. sues to

retain his land under his constitutional rights and guarantees.

He is upheld by the circuit court which prcmounces the law

unconstitutional.

"Now the Progressive leaders start the 'recall' against the

circuit judge who renders the decision, putting up a Progressive

against him. They easily recall the otfending judge, and, by
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the same election, the Progressive lawyer is made judge of

the district.

"The state tlien demands a re-hearing, Avhieh is granted,

and upon a new trial tlie I'rogressive judge decides that the law

stands and that farmer Johnson loses his land, lie then api)eals

to the state supreme coui-t and tiic judges there decide that I he

law is unconstitutional.

"The judicial 'recall' is again invoked by the Progressives,

the Supreme Court judges are 'recalled/ and l^rogressive

judges are elected to succeed them. The state again demands

a re-hearing and the Sn[)i-eme Court judges, now Progressive,

adjudge that, under the law, Farmer Johnson loses his land.

"Upon high constitutional grounds, his rights to private

property guaranteed by the Federal Constitution, Farmer

Johnson takes his case to the United States Supreme Court—
his last resort—but, the Bourne bill has become a laAV; a Pro-

gressive President has appointed one of his men to the Supreme
Court ])enc]i ; this being a constitutional case, cannot be decided

adversely except by unanimous vote of the judges, and one of

tlie judges is a Progi'essive, bound to play the game according

to progressive rules—that is. do as he is told to do. We know

how that works in Wisconsin. Farmer Johnson finds the doors

of the court of last resort shut against him ; and that loved back

forty goes to a shiftless individual who votes, but who never had

gumption enough in all his life to acquire land or anything else.

"Though this is a supposititious case, who shall say, with

certainty and conviction, that similar cases will not arise in

the near future? With the judicial recall grafted upon our

legal-judicial system, as demanded by these purveyors of po-

litical new thought, the Bourne bill or some similar measure

r enacted into law, and the Progressives in control of state and
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nation, the procedure that I have outlined would be the regular
course through the lower courts, and its disastrous ending I

against the shut doors of the United States Supreme Court, of a

case arising in Wisconsin or Oregon under a law for the con-

tiscation of private property.

"With the confiscatory tendencies shown l)y the last Legis-

lature, if it should look as tliough likely to add to the strength
of the Progressive organization, who Avill say with conviction

that, Avith the addition of the initiative-referendum-recall to

our statutes, laws for the confiscation of private property to ^.

the state will not be enacted in the very near future ? Only a

little farther to go, a few more 'advances,' and the suppositi-
tious law that I have" cited will be easy foi- a AVisconsin Pro-

gressive Legislature to enact.

"This case, arising under a supposititious law for the con-

fiscation of private property in land, is only one of tlie many
that may come up under Progressive, or Socialistic-Progres-

sive, rule in the immediate future: and tlie danger to private

property interests does not nearly all lie in the direction of the

case cited. To illustrate, I will give you another supposititious

case along another line. The Legislature of 1913 enacts:

'Chapter 1025, Laws of IKl-S.

An act—to regulate corporations, firms, and individual em-
\

ployers of labor. i

The people of the State of Wisconsin, represented in Senate

and Assembly, do enact as follows:

After January 1st, 1911, no corporation, private firm, or

individual, giving employment to more than ten individuals,

shall, without the express Avritten permission of the State In-

dustrial Commission, go out of business or otherwise permanent-

ly reduce the number of individuals on its pay roll to a greater 1
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extent than ten per cent of the average number employed dur-

ing tlie preceding twelve month. Any corporation, firm, or

individual violating the provisions of this act shall forfeit to

1h(> state all of the property, personal and i'cmI, used iti the

plant or other l)usiness organization in which the employes

under the case are employed.

To take effect and be in force after its passage and publica-

tion.

Approved April 1st, 1913.'

"Now, don't take a running jump into the middle of that,

Elder, as things of the kind have been advocated by different

Progressives more than once in the not distant past. One of

.the early Progressives, a man of national prominence, once

made the statement in a public speech that one holding the

position of an employer of labor shoidd be compelled, by law,

to continue to give employment, indefinitely, to men once in

his employ.

"When the time comes that our Wisconsin Progressives

find powder slipping from them they may combine with the

Socialists—'birds of a feather easily fiock together'—and

things like the above may happen in Wisconsin. The Socialists

are ready for such work at any time when they have the

power, and it will require only a few more 'advances' for the

Progressives to enact laws confiscating private property in

land or taking over industrial establishments without compen-

sation.

"Then with the Bourne bill or some similar measure enacted

into law, the full initiative-referendum-recall in force in the

state
;
and a straightout Progressive or Socialistic-Progressive

state administration, a case arising under a law for the taking

over of industrial establishments would take the same course
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througli the state courts and meet the disastrous finish against

the shut doors of the United States Supreme Court as did the

case of Farmer Johnson and his back forty.

"Of course all good 'La Follette men' will exclaim, in

chorus, that such things as the laws that I have cited arc simply

preposterous, absurd!—but neither they nor their lawyers can

deny, with truth, that, with the Bourne bill or some similar

measure enacted into a national law : and the full initiative-

referendum-recall in force in the state, as demanded by the

Progressives, the victims of state confiscation laws would fail to

get relief in any of the state courts and, as a last resort, if

they attempted to take advantage of the protection to life,

liberty and property guaranteed by the Federal Constitution,

they Avould find the doors of the United States Supreme Court

shut against them. With national recall of judicial decisions,

as proposed by Theodore Koosevelt, the effect would be pre-

cisely the same, thongh the procedure would be different.

"With such laws in force, there can he no denial of the

fact that the state could confiscate private property and leave

the loser without recourse in any court of the land; and the

mere lack of the will to do this will be the only protection the

farmers and other ownei\s of real estate Avill have. In these

troublesome times, with the dubious kind of men rising to the

top in political matters; with the vast electorate of discon-

tented, landless voters, largely outnumbering those owning

land, is it safe to take such chances?

"Wealth is only relative. You farmers with your eig-hty

acre and quarter section farms look vdth envy upon the vast

fortunes of the Morgans and Rockefellers ;
but the tramp who

calls at your back door and asks for a hand-out, and the mem-

bers of the seething^ millions of the poor who dwell in the great
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cities look, with the same envious feeling's, often seen through

mists the color of blood, upon your broad acres and comfort-

able homes.

"Til following the political teachings of those who urge

you to their support, promising to show you how to despoil

those who rank, as the very rich, high above you in the soeifil

scale, beware lest you go too far and assist in opening the gates

to the spoiler who looks upon your possessions as his lawful

prey! The same Roosevelts and La Follettes Avho Hre now cam-

paigning under red bandana handkerchiefs and other emblems

which they assume to represent the farmers as a class, may in

a few years be making heart moving campaigns over the nation

for the landless man; urging laws that will take the surplus

land from the plutocratic ffirmers and give it to the landless

millions.

"For within the life span of the generation now coming

upon the world's stage there will arise a political movement,

due to the fast growing universal land hunger, that will stir

the nations deeper than any other political movement of his-

tory. That issue may be with us in the near future if the

judicial recall is generally grafted upon the legal systems of

states and nation.

"I will here restate my original proposition, that with the

full complement of Progressive election laws, including the

judicial recall, and a national law making the unanimous vote

of the United States Supreme Court judges necessary to decide

adversely any law of state or nation whose constitutionality is

called in question; or a national referendum on decisions of the

United States Supreme Court, as proposed by Theodore Roose-

velt
5-
and the plain citizen will be stripped of the protection

thrown around him by the Federal Constitution; and, shorn of
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his Bill of Rights, he will stand in the same position that his

forefathers stood before Magna Charta, seven hundred years

ag-o, shorn of protection to life and property by the courts,

without any protection except such as the ruling oligarchy may
be pleased to accord him.

"And then the question arises, what is the row all about?

What are the common people, for whom the reformers all claim

the whole thing is for, going to get out of it? Eight here, as

germane to the subject, I am going to read from President

Taft's letter of acceptance of the nomination for President iu

1912.
" 'But after Ave have changed all of the governmental ma-

chinery so as to permit of instantaneous expression of the people

in constitutional amendments, and in the recall of public

agents, what then? Votes are not bread, constitutional amend-

ments are not work, referendums do not pay rent, or furnish

houses, initiatives do not supply employment or relieve in-

equalities of condition or opportunity. We still ought to have

set before us the definite plans to bring equality of opportunity

and to abolish hardship and evil for humanity. We listen for

them in vain
"

'Instead of giving us the benefit of any specific remedies

for the hardships and evils of society they point out. they

follow their urgent appeals for closer association of the people

in legislation by an attempt to cultivate the hostility of the peo-

ple to the courts, and to represent that they, in some form,

are upholding injustice and are obstructing the popular will.

Attempts are made to take away all those safeguards for

maintaining the independence of the judiciary which are so

carefull}^ framed in the Constitution.
"
'The Republican party stands for the Constitution as it
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^
is, with such amendments, adopted according to its provisions,

, as new conditions, thoroughly understood, may require. We
believe that it has stood the test of time and that there have

been disclosed no very serious defects in its operation.

'It is said that this is not ;in issiu- in tlie campaign. It

st'cMHS to me that it is the supreme issue.
* * *

"''The Republican party is the nucleus of that public opin-

ion which favors constant progress and development along

safe and sane lines, and under the Constitution as we have had

it for more than 100 years, and which believes in an independent

judiciary as the keystone of our liberties, and the balance

wheel by which the whole governmeutal machinery is kept

within the original plan.'

"Those, gentlemen, are the vvoids of a man who speaks

t'tdni an experience of many years as a judge on the bench of

the high courts of the nation, and fi-om a long experience in

different high official positions in tlie govei-nment before he be-

came President. He speaks also as a man and a citizen, with

no thought in his mind but the best interests of all of the people

of the nation. In these few paragraphs, he hits off the situation

exactly when he asks as to wherein are the people going to

profit by all of these revolutionary laws, and this agitation that

has kept the whole nation in a turmoil for years. There is no

question of the fact suggested by President Taft that the agi-

tation, carried to its full conclusion, means a complete change
in our system and form of government. And when the thing

is done. Bob La Follette and Charley Van Ilise can truly say,

paraphrasing the immortal remark of the immortal George,

'We did it with our little progressive laws.'

"Deny it as they may, these Progressive laws provide,

though deviously, for the complete nullification of those sections
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of the Federal Constitution that are the most important to the

freedom of the private individual and the protection and se-

curity of his property. All of the proceedings of the Constitu-

tional Convention shoAv that tlie fathers considered these points

of the utmost importance to the continuation, as a free nation,

of the government that they were building.

"Do any of you believe that, after all of the radical social-

istic agitation by the makers of these laws, with which we have

been so familiar for the past ten years; laws that have been

in process of making in widely separated states at the same

time, that this significant culmination is witliout any detinitg..

bearing except upon purely local affairs? Taken alone, they

seem so but taken all together, with proposed national legisla-

tion, they will operate to take from the private citizen the most

important of all—his Bill of Rights, guaranteed by the Federal

Constitution.

"Does it look as though this was a purely accidental out-

come that a number of laws, enacted in different states in dif-

ferent years, should, at the last, be found, taken in connection

with the one proposed national law, pi-oposed by one of the men

chiefly instrumental in securing the passage of some of the

state laws, to effect a complete nullific;ition of that section of

the Federal Constitution most directly safeguarding the private

property rights of the citizen. Bearing in mind the socialistic

agitation within this same period, does it not look rather as

though these laws were designed by one num, or by several

men working together with the design to accomplish this very

object?"

"I must admit that your analysis of the Progressive laws

looks to be correct. Mr. Sellcni. The dangerous results that all
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of the laws may lead to cannot have been accidental. There

must have been design."

''Do you believe that the designers of the laws in question,

one of whom was certainly Senator La Follette, must have

known what the full complement of election laws could be

made to accomplish?"

"As to that, I prefer not to answer at this linic T wisli to

have more time to think it over."

"Certainly, take all the time you wish; and while you are

studying the question, consider these things: Here is our state

ded, through these election laws in question, by a tight litth'

political organization, numbering less than a dozen men, Avitli

their followers, constituting no more than between ten and

fifteen per cent of the voters. The most of the leaders having

no interest in land except a house and lot, and some of them

perhaps not even that, depending for their living upon tlic

salaries paid them by the state. Many thousands of their fol-

lowers owning no real property of any kind, and thousands

more owning only a house and lot, which all Socialistic teachers

and preachers claim every man is entitled to under our present

social system. Take all of this into consideration and you

can easily see the setting for the tragedy.

"No doubt every man in the first named class would be

more than willing to receive a free donation of land. Partly

from their class associations with the men of the first named

class, and partly for other reasons well know^n to us all, a large

majority of the men in the second named class would be glad

to help along such a movement.

"The teachings of the Progressive politicians are in many

ways pure socialism; and we know that, largely due to their

work, socialism is increasing rapidly in Wisconsin. Also there
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is no question that pure socialism and progressiveism are rapid-

ly approaching each other. At the last session of the Legis-

lature, the Socialistic leaders were given such high standing by

the Progressive leaders that it looked, at times, as though the

expected merger had taken place. Undei- great political need,

it might take place at any time.

"Taking all of these things into consideration, do you be-

lieve it is safe to confer such unlimited power over private

property upon a group of mere politicians, none of whom are

any better, if no worse, than the ordinar}^ run of professional

office seekers with whom Ave are all familiar?"

"In order that you may fully understand the question, I

will restate it. A powerful political organization in control of

the state, able, through its primary election law, to keep its

leading members permanently in public office
; and, by virtue

of its ability to nominate at the primary elections, a nuijority

of both houses of the Legislature, permanently in control of

the law making and tax levying power. A drastic corrupt

practices law, the full intent and effect of which is to prac-

tically shut out any party or faction from ever ousting them

from office and political control. "With this and the fact that

this all-powerful political organization is confessedly subject

to the orders of less than a dozen, with the final, ultimate

authority probably vested in one man; will you deny, Elder,

that Wisconsin is not now under a republican form of gov-

ernment? Will you deny that it is ruled by an oligarchy?"

"Well, I must confess that you have probably stated ilie

ease about as it is."

"With initiative-refercndum-recall grafted upon our legal-

judicial system, these dozen men could, undei- existing politic-il

conditions, 'initiate' any kind of a law and enact it, 'refer'
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it and secure its ratification at the referendum election. Then

if the courts decide that any of their laws are unconstitutional,

these same dozen men can proceed to start the 'recall' on the

judges, remove just judges and put their own men on the

bench in their places all the way to the State Supreme Court.

So that under this system, with initiative-referendum-recall

in full force, this small group of men, comprised in the Inner

Circle, would be, even more than now, the government of the

state.

"Armed with the judicial recall, this same small group

of Progressive politicians would hold in their hands the future

of every man in the state possessed of property, able to make

or break them at its will
;
and as in this supposititious case

of a law for the confiscation and distribution of private prop-

erty in land, there would be no power in state or nation that

could control them. But going back to the case under con-

sideration.

"Under such conditions, as in the case arising under the

supposititious law for the re-distribution of land, a citizen,

injured by unjust and inequitable laws, would fail to obtain

relief in any of the state courts; and the Bourne bill or some

similar Progressive measure enacted into law would shut the

doors of the United States Supreme Court against him—bar

him from the remedies provided in their wisdom, by the fathers

when they built the old Constitution.

"Thus, by one national law and a fcAV skilfully contrived

state laws, all of the courts in the land could be put out of

business, as far as protection to private property from moboc-

racy and demagogues would be concerned
;
and the absolute

power over property, even life itself, would rest in the little

group of politicians who controlled the factional organiza-
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tion that ruled the state. Do you believe, Elder, that any

situation, political or industrial, that has ever arisen in the

land will warrant the bestowal of such terrible power upon

a group of mere men?"

"There can be but one answer to that question. No such

power should be given to any men or organization."

"Included in that proposition is the further one that, under

the thimblerigging methods possible under the primary elec-

tion law, the Progressive organization in this state, that would

thus be endowed with nearly absolute rule and power over the

lives and property of the citizens, was put in power, and is

kept in power, by the slimsiest minority that it can be imagined

an intelligent people would submit to.

"To state it in figures, by the United States
censu^

of

1910. there were, in round numbers, 683.000 men of voting

age in the state April 15th of that year. Making a full', fair

reduction from this number of those who were not qualified to

vote will leave 650,000 legal voters in the state at the time of

the September primary election of that year.

"Though opposed by the stalwart Republicans under the

management of W. D. Connor, the best political organizer in

the state, F. E. McGovern, La Follette candidate for governor

in that year 1910, was only able to poll 82,265 votes
;
and the

general vote for the other La .Follette candidates for state

officers showed that to be very nearly the total La Follette or

Progressive vote in the state.

"Eighty-two thousand two hundred sixty-five is twelve

and one-half per cent of 650,000; and under the division and

sub-division of parties caused by the cunningly contrived pri-

mary election law twelve and one-half per cent of the voters

of the state selected the governor and all of the other state
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officers and, by the same token, the members of the Legislature

of 1911
;
and you know what that Legislature did to our poor

Wisconsin. R. M. La Follette, candidate in the primary elec-

tion for the nomination for United States senator, polled 142,-

978 votes; but, as you all know, his old 'fair minded Demo-

cratic' friends always turn out and vote for him to the number

of about 40,000. As in 1910, the results of other elections show

the total voting strength of the Progressives in the state to

be about 85,000.

"As the Republican party is largely in the majority in the

state, the successful candidates of that party are, under normal

conditions, certain of election at the November election
;

so

that the real election as well as nomination of the state officers

is i|iade at the September primary election; and, as I have

shown, this selection is made by about twelve to thirteen per

cent of the voters of the state. As the senatorial and assembly

districts are well looked after by the Inner Circle, the practical

election of the Progressive majority in both houses of the

Legislature is made by practically the same small minority

of the voters.

"Added to the danger of this rule by a small minority is

the fact that the Progressive machine can vote practically all

of its followers on any proposition; as was well shown by

their ability to vote their full strength for a dead man, as

they did for dead man Tucker, their candidate for attorney-

general at the primary election of 1910. Tucker committed

suicide three days before election and, in spite of the fact

that the voters, almost to a man, knew, two days before the

election, that he was dead, instructions sent out to precinct

bosses by the Inner Circle that they were to vote their fol-

lowers for the dead man, showed by the results that about
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every 'La Follette man' did as he was bidden to do. I assert,

without fear of successful contradiction, that no such slavish

subserviency to the orders of a political boss is on record in

any state in the nation.

"What I am getting at is that under existing political con-

ditions in Wisconsin, with their control of between eighty-two

and eighty-five thousand votes, a much larger number than can

be polled under any other consideration, or at any other time ex-

cept at the regular November election, the operation of the in-

itiative, the referendum, or the recall in Wisconsin will be sim-

ply to register the will of Bob La Follette or that of the dozen

or so men in control of the organization. So that the incorpora-

tion of the initiative-referendum-recall into our election ma-

chinery means, under present political conditions, the pass-

ing of a Republican form of government in Wisconsin, and

the substitution in its place of an oligarchy of a few men.

able to make or break, at its pleasure, the people who reside

in the state.

"Added to the demoralizing effect that the uncertainty

and instability of the laws, under initiativ6-referendum-recall,

will have upon the general business of the country—and the

common laborer suifers more from unsettled business condi-

tions than any other man—is the further one that the opera-

tion of the recall will fill all official positions with a low grade

of men.

"Men of strength and ability, the kind that should fill

all the higher official positions, knowing that the tenor of office

will be subject to the many and various whims that may beset

the voters, as they are moved this way and that by demagogic

or class appeals to passion and selfish interests, Avill refuse

to seek or accept public office. The consequence will be that
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all public offices, including the judgeships, will be filled by

cheap, inefficient men, subservient followers of the political

machine in power,

"As in ancient Athens under the 'terrific democracies'

there will be nothing fixed, nothing settled, no stability of

laws, business or anything else. Laws will be in the process

of making or unmaking all the time; and no man will be

able to know what laws or political conditions may. be in

force and effect for any twenty-four hours.

''Do you not think that the people can be trusted to see

to it that good laws are made and that good men are elected

to official positions as well under the initiative-referendum-

recall as under the present legal system and the entire inde-

pendence of the judiciary, with the judges and other state

officials elected for fixed terms?

"Clothed in their right minds and left to the exercise of

their sober judgment, the people can nearly always be trusted

to act justly and sensibly; but, aroused by demagogic appeals

to their ignoble passions, and acting as a mass, they are as

cruel as a pack of hungry wolves, and as unreasonable as a

stampeding herd of cattle, following as by instinct the mem-

bers of the herd who are making the loudest noise.

"That, Elder, was the reason why La Follette insisted upon

a state-wide primary, so as to handle the voters in herds, in-

stead of retaining the delegate and convention system, with the

delegates elected by the secret ballot as, when the primary law

was in the making, many of the real Progressive statesmen

thought was the better way.

"With the voters in possession of their full reasoning

faculties, and the delegates selected by precincts at regular

all-day elections, men of ability and standing in the community
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would, in most cases, be selected as delegates to state and

all other conventions. As their positions as delegates would

be purely honorary, in their cases the office would seek the

man, and there would be no scramble for office. They would

be, as a rule, men of backbone who, knowing exactly what

their duties were, would not be stampeded by bursts of oratory

or any others of the devices of the demagogue.

"Under the direct primary system, however, with the people

voting direct for the candidates, each one of whom has a per-

sonal, pecuniary interest in the outcome of the election, he

is sure to use all of the well known devices of the demagogue

and the agitator to induce the people to give him their votes.

"During the present reign of political hysteria, Avith the

tendency so strong with the voters to folloAV off the candidate

making the biggest noise, compared with the delegate and

convention system, the direct primary system is not giving

the people a fair show; considering their mental condition,

the candidates lay themselves to the charge of using undue

influence to accomplish their ends.

"In the one case, the delegates, usually men selected for

their good sense and standing in the community, stand as

buffers between the people and the agitators; while in the

other case, the men who are to reap the direct, pecuniary

profit from their votes are allowed to work upon their passions

and class prejudices with all the well known devices of the

agitator and demagogue.

"All of this bears directly upon the main question under

discussion, that initiative-referendum-recall is only the latest

device of the demagogue whereby, keeping the people ahvays

in a turmoil, he may keep them in a state of mind to pay at-

tention to him and his peculiar ways of making a living. Like
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the squid, a marine animal common on 'the North Atlantic

seaboard, which squirts a quantity of a bLnck coloring matter

into the water around to disguise its movements from the other

small marine animals upon which it preys, and when it wishes

to escape from its enemies, the political agitator works best

when 'the water is roiled.'

"But, returning to the main question, there is another point

that you have all failed to notice that may have an important

bearing upon future history. We have all said at different

times that we do not believe in state socialism. Now consider

this : If the Socialists should increase their strength in the

state until they come into full- control, they would need no

more than the laws cited in the case of farmer Johnson and his

back forty to enable them to dispossess, strip every landed

citizen in the state of his property, and leave him without re-

course in all the courts of the land. No new laws would be neces-

sary, no extra session of the legislature would be needed. The

very day they came into control they could begin to 'initiate,'

'refer,'. 'recall,' until every citizen, owner of land, might have

it all confiscated to the state.

"It is not enough to say that such things never would hap-

pen. The question is whether we of the electorate, not of our

own volition but at the hysterical behests of noisy politicians,

all of whom are seeking to be elected to high office by the votes

of the men whom they are trying to herd together under their

leadership, shall turn such terrible power—latent though it

may be—loose in the land Avhere it can be seized upon by an

accidental majority arising upon some wave of unreasoning

popular clamor.

"You can never tell what the up-to-the-minute American

voter is going to do next. One thing, however, is certain; lie
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dearly loves the candidate who gets up on his hind legs and

howls.

"The important question for the future of our national

existence—tinged with unpleasant suspicions^is how did all

of these Progressive laws, apparently originating in widely

separated states, come to be so they can be made to work out

to such far-reaching results? Kesults that may mean even the

destruction of the nation in the worst civil war of history. If

even one of the series were missing it would break the chain

that leads so surely to state confiscation of private property,

leaving the courts powerless. Could it have been an accidental

culmination of quite a number' of laws, originating, apparently,

in several widely separated states? What do you think of it,

Elder?"

"I do not know how to ansAver that question, Sellem. I

never connected the Progresive laws in that manner. It is

astonishing, to say the least."

"The men wlio made this series of Progressive laws must

have done so with a purpose to make of it just M^hat it is : no

other conclusion is possible. As to the men who devised them and

were instrumental in putting them on the statute books of

Oregon, AVisconsin. and some of the other western states, there

is no question.

"The responsibility lies between two men, one of whom, at

least, must be possessed of inventive genius of a high order. I

am inclined to disagree with the general opinion as to who
the real inventor is. My guess may not be any better than that

of any one else, but it is just as good : and from a close analysis

of the temperament and mental equipment of the two men. my
guess is that the inventor of the political firm of La Follette

& Van Hise is Charley Van llise.



THE ^VAYBACK CLUB. 43

"La Follette is a natural orator and is what is called a

smart man, but he has not the mental equipment of a deep

thinker; and no one but a deep thinker, fitted for the work,

both by natural ability and long, arduous practice, could have

performed the mental labor necessary to have devised the series

of Progressive election laws, each one of which is a much in-

volved and complicated proposition in itself, and apparently

without any particular connection with any other one
,

of the

series; but when we have collected them all in from the widely

separated states in which they have appeared, one at a time, we

find that they all work out to make one momentous whole, de-

vised to make the politician and the political machine

supreme in the land, towering over even the nation's founda-

tion stone, the Constitution.

"Van Hise has the full mental equipiiient necessary fur the

work. A man of commanding intelligence, a deep thinker;

used all his life to working out the most abstruse problems in

the domains of science
;
a writer of books which none but a

deep thinker of high natural, intellectual abilities could pro-

duce, show him to be, without question, the brains of the polit-

ical exploitation firm of La Follette & Van Hise. This may
be only a guess, but it is quite likely to be the case.

"If all of these repressive. Progression election laws had

been first put on the boards in Wisconsin it would have aroused

the suspicion of the common people as to their object ;
so they

were, some of them, first 'tried on the dog' in several of the

far western states, notably in Oregon. Now that the people have

got used to the -sound, though entirely without knowledge
as to what it all really means, Wisconsin, for which state they
were all intended, gets them all.

"Considered from their effect upon the nation at large,



44 THE WAYBACK ChVB.

with the Bourne bill, which is a part of the series and by the

same authors, or some similar measure enacted into law, the

citizens of any and every state where these laws are in force

and effect will be without the protection of the Federal Con-

stitution, deprived of his Bill of Rights, and as far as these

states are concerned the complete nullification of the Constitu-

tion of the United States will have been accomplished. The

effect of this will be that every such state under Progressive

control will be completely subject to the little oligarcliy of

politicians that rules it
;
and property, even life itself, will be

subject to their pleasure, as much so as though each such state

were a little pocket nation off on some island in a remote ocean.

"Considered from their effect upon political matters in Wis-

consin as far as these Progressive laws have been put in force,

we have this situation:

"First, by his control over legislation, La Pollette secured

the enactment of the primary election law which, by killing

and wiping off the map the Democratic party in the state—and

the law will always do that to the minority party as surely and

effectively as can be done by bullets or poison—left practically

but one political party in the state.

"Then, after skilfully creating a bitter factional break in

the ranks of the Republican party he, with the assistance of

a number of men possessed of brains and money who were at-

tracted to his side by one consideration and another, proceeded

to construct, out of the faction adhering to his side, the greatest

political machine of history ;
and by causing to be created thou-

sands of new state offices filled by his 'La Follette men,' he so

arranged matters that practically the entire cost of the upkeej)

of his mammoth political machine is paid by taxes collected by
the state.
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"By the sections of the primary election law which officially

designate the successful candidates at the primary election as

the only members of the party who have the right to assemble,

deliberate, and formulate the party principles, he made sure

that only he and his 'La Follette men' should have anything

to say in regard to party platforms and party principles.

"He has thus, by law, practically deprived the great mass

of the voters of Wisconsin of their ancient rights, guaranteed to

all English speaking people since Magna Charta, the right to

assemble and deliberate in regard to matters of general public

concern; and he has restricted the exercise of tliat ancient

right to mere office seekers, nearly all of whom are, and will

be, dependent upon the favor of him and his political machine

for their official positions; and the most of them are far fi-om

being, intellectually or otherwise, the strong men of the com-

munities they represent.

"The really strong men, the laymen, must stay at home,

while the small, little fellows go to the 'Platform Convention'

at Madison
;
take their orders from the Inner Circle

; give their

0. K. to the cut-and-dried platform proposition prepared for

them; which same is then given out to the country as the

position, on current political questions, of the once great Re-

publican party of Wisconsin."

THE WAYBACK CLUB.

'iJP^..



CHAPTER II.

A Club Meeting.

"Hullo! here's Chairman Selleiii. Xow we will hnd out

about things. What are the news from the seat of -war?"

"What! hasn't the meeting adjourned yet? I left you

settling the fate of the nation two weeks ago and here j^ou are

yet. Why this protracted session.' Some affairs in Creater

China that need attention? Or has an embassy to be sent to

the Grand Kahn of Bara Boiila (rhar to tell him how to run

things?"

"Just listen to him! Bet he jumped his last two towns

so as to get here quick and unload. All of that mvist have

been hurting him a lot."

"No, that isn't it. It is a new story, or he is going to try

to make us believe it is new. Get up. kid. and give Mr. Sellem

that chair. Now out with it. Yoii won't feel right until you

get it out of your system."

"All right, then, here you are: The editor of a country

ne^vspaper, visiting a large city just after the shooting of

President McKinley, took a great interest in the bulletins in-

forming the public of the President's condition. Shortly after

the editor's return, Deacon Jones was taken serioush^ ill. and

the following bulletins were promptly posted:

'10:00 a. m.—Deacon Jones no better.

'12:50 p. m.—Deacon Jones weaker, pulse failing.

'2:15 p. m.—Deacon Jones' family summoned.

'3:10 p. m.—Deacon Jones has died and gone to Heaven.*

'Later in the day a traveling salesman happened by,

46
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stopped to read the bulletins and, going to the board, added :

"
'4:10 p. m.—Great excitement in Heaven; Deacon Jones

not yet arrived ! The worst is feared !

'

''While you are letting that soak into yonr gray matter, we

Avill proceed with the regular business of the club—saving the

country. While on this trip, I took a run over to Madison

and had a look—as well as I could see through the clouds of

words and things with which the atmosphere around the Capitol

was filled—at what was going on there ; and I tell you, boys, it

was fierce. By the time those political carpenters and joiners

get through measuring and sawing and hammering at the time-

tried institutions of poor old Wisconsin, a would-be law abid-

ing citizen of the state will not be able to either go to bed or

get up according to law. As yet, they have not tackled those

two points ;
but they have prescribed new laws and rules for

about every other relation of life, and they will likely take

up and regulate those two before they quit.

"And my hearers, if you could get a look at the bunch of

cheap guys that is doing the regulating! About half of them

do not look as though they had either the brains or business

ability to qualify them to run Mr. Strike's wood-sawing outfit*

successfully. But they know plenty enough to run the state

and make laws for their betters. 0, yes, to be sure they do
;

'cause they are reformers.

"They seem to be inventing something new about every

day. I hardly believe they will dare to inflict us with all the

new things they have on the docket—this session ; but the new

Progressive wrinkles are all down to be tried out on us, and

the operation will surely be made in due time—unless La Fol-

lette in some way loses his grip
—or the poor old world con-

cludes to give up and quit before he undertakes to take in
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tli(^ whole round globe. The most of the new things in legisla-

tion, however, provide many additional places in the public

service for tax eaters and, on that account, it will take »ne

of the two above mentioned happenings to head them off. They

delight to call it Progressiveism, it is radicalism gone mad,

that is what it is.

"Among the new laws that are likely to be enacted during

the present session are tlie initiative, referendum and recall.

That will likely be the grand wind-up.

''There will be new laws creating more commissions—addi-

tional places for good 'La Follette men' at the public feeding

trough. Then the income tax law ; and for a proposition

jilanned to take care of a whole regiment of the Bob-Mac

political soldiers—wages and rations furnished by the state—
that last will be a dandy ! It will, also, be the worst imposi-

tion upon the state that the gang has yet devised.

"Then we will have a brand new conservation commission,

with appropriate conservation laws : and to the boys of the

organization, this last will be a peach, and an everlasting joy.

Built along the lines of the only and original game warden

graft, where that took care of companies, this new and over-

grown improvement will give sustenance and wages to regi-

ments and brigades of 'La Follette men.' In fact, the possi-

bilities in the new conservation commission for taking care

of the faithful at the expense of the tax payers of the state

are simply beyond computation.

"I do not believe they will dare to enact all the laws they

threaten to inflict upon this already tax-burdened, law-ridden

state; that will be going too far, even for Wisconsin. AVe

do not need any more laws of any kind."

"You are correct on one proposition, Mr. Webber, but
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wrong on the other. We do not need these new laws, but the

La Follette machine needs them
;

it needs the many new jobs

and places they will provide for their political high privates,

captains, colonels and generals.

"The most of the new things were, after due and careful

consideration by the Inner Circle, 'promised,' and 'demand-

ed' in the last Republican platform, and for a purpose. They

nearly all provide for numerous stalls and stanchions com-

municating with the public feeding trough. For this reason

it is quite certain that the most of the new things will l)e

enacted into laws at the present session, as the good 'La

Follette men' who have been selected to fill the most important

of the new jobs are even now forming in line—in their minds

—before the cashier's little window.

"Of course, some of the proposed new law^s, not actually

in the forage class, may not be enacted at this session. To at-

tempt too much at this one session may tend to so far reveal

the outline of the colored gentleman in the wood pile as to

arouse the inquiring suspicions of the 'common people.' How-

ever, with the primary election law's bear trap action to de-

pend upon, and La Follette 's oratorical stunts for heavy artil-

lery, they may think it is safe to go the whole hog on every-

thing.

"Some time ago I read a story about a crazy man who was

insane on only one point. He imagined, at times, that he was

a first class fighting man—a hell-roaring scrapper; and when

the fit came on he would attack any one within reach. Even-

tually his keepers learned that anything in the shape of a man
would do for him to vent his rage upon. So they made a figure

of a large, robust man, constructed of strong cloth, stuffed with

straw, and found that it answered every purpose.
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"During the day, the poor loony was confined in a room

communicating with a yard enclosed by a high, woven wire

fence
; and the straw man was kept standing in the yard. When-

ever the fighting fit came on, the crazy gent would emit yells

of rage, charge on the dummy, knock it down, jump on the

prostrate form and maul it nntil he was exhausted.

"That story reminds me of La Follette and his stuffed

dummy, the corporations. About every so often—as political

conditions and needs seem to require—Bob heralds his war

cry, charges on the stuffed corporation person, knocks it doAvn,

and dances amazing war dances on the prostrate form, while

outside stands a great crowd of the common people, mouths

agape and eyes bulging out. wondering at the awe-inspiring

courage of the little man. Just like the lunatic and the straAV

man in the story, only, in this case, Bob is not crazy. He

never is.

"Except the entertainment derived from these elaboratel,v

staged attacks upon the dumnn^ corporation persons, just tell

me what you poor down-trodden farmers and workingmen have

been getting out of the past twelve years of i)olitiea] turmoil

and strife and neighborhood quarrels, enormously increased

taxes, and the numbering of the state's pay rolls with thousands

of useless employes? How much better off are you now than

you were when Bob La Follette, making use of the state of

AVisconsin as a general financial recruiting station, started

out on his campaign for the presidency? Now. you poor, down-

trodden common people, you have the floor and I promise to

listen until you get all through telling me about it."

"I do not claim to be very well posted on these matters,

but I can tell you of some things that La Follette has done

for the people of the state. The regular rate of fare on the



THE WAYBACK CLUB. 51

railroads used to be three cents per mile, now it is two cents.

The railroad oppressed the people of the state in other ways

than through excessive rates; now they are controlled and

made to conform to the laws. These reforms we certainly owe

to Senator La FoUette."

"I know that, more or less directly, La FoUette claims all

of the credit for the reforms you speak of; but these things

were done several years ago, long enough for most people to

forget—as you have—how we came by the two cent railway

fare law. The history
—the real inside story

—of the making
of the State Railway Commission Law, by which the regula-

tion of the railroads is accomplished, has never been written;

and I am going to give it to you at some future meeting of

the club.

''As to the two-cent fare law, its history is as follows: The

state railway commission had reduced the rate of ticket fare,

on the first class railroads of the state, to two and one-half

cents per mile
; claiming that was as low as the rate could go

and allow the railroads fair remuneration for their services.

Afterwards, session of 1907, Assembly bill 15A was under con-

sideration in the senate and Senator Jas. K. Wright, of Merrill,

an uncompromising stalwart, and a 'lumber baron' at that, in-

troduced an amendment to the bill reducing the rate of fare

to two cents per mile. The La FoUette men in the legislature

opposed this amendment, and one of the members of the state

railway commission threatened to resign if the amended bill

became a law
;
but it became a law, and is the law today. And

yet, all over the state and the nation the most of the people

have been artfully led to believe that Wisconsin owes her

two-cent fare law to Bob La FoUette.

"If any of you care to look this matter up, you will find
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the reference to Senator Wright's amendment in assembly bill

15A (1907), and the text and references to the law in chapters

578 and 654, laws of 1907.

"It is not necessary to put you to that trouble, however,

as I have the documentary proof in my pocket. Wishing to

be sure as to how this law came to be enacted, I wrote to

Senator Wright a short time ago, asking him to write me

just how he came to offer his two-cent fare amendment to

bill 15A, and hoAv it fared with the La Follette men in the

legislature. His answer is as follows :

''

'Merrill, Wis., Dec. 1911.

" 'Dear Sir:
"

'In reply to your favor of the 4th, I can tell you quite

clearly how we came to pass the two-cent fare law.

"
'Early in tbe session, a bill was introduced by a man

named Turner for a two cent fare which was finally killed.

The number of the bill was 15-A. Early in the session, I had

informed certain parties that if the railroads did not do some-

thing to remedy existing matters, I would myself endeavor

to pass a tAvo-cent fare law.
"
'Three or four days before the session closed, I came

up from Chicago on the train, and was informed by a gentle-

man that he had tendered money for fare and asked to be given

the benefit of law rates in force in Illinois and Wisconsin : i. e..

two cents in Illinois and two and one-half cents in Wisconsin;

that he was told that if he wished to take advantage of these

low rates he would have to get off at the nearest Wisconsin

station and buy a ticket or else pay three cents a mile.
"

'I arrived at Madison that evening and looked around to

see what I could do to pass a two-cent fare law. I figured that,

unanimous consent being given, I could recall Assembly bill
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15-A, and ask to have the vote reconsidered by which it was

non-concurred in.

''
'I had promises from a number of the members that they

would allow me to reconsider but would not support the bill.

However, upon objection being made, motion to reconsider \v;is

carried by twenty-two votes, the number required.
"

'After a three days' fight the bill was passed by both

houses and signed by the governor. The strong La Follette

men were opposed to the bill, and I think the records will show

that John Hannan. La Follette 's private secretary, openly op-

posed it. W. D. Connor, our presiding oifieer, assisted me

considerably in the passage of the bill, as did Senators Burns.

Munson and Smith, W. D. Connor will, no doubt, substantiate

the statements I have made here, as this was the way the bill

was enacted.
" 'The railway commission openly opposed the bill, and we

were threatened with the resignation of one of the commis-

sioners, which you undoubtedly know took place.
"

'Trusting this is the information you are seeking, and

with best wishes, I am,
" 'Yours very truly,

"
'JAS. K. WRIGHT.'

"The other reforms you speak of were the work of the rail-

way commission, and though he claims it as his work as he

claims everything else that has been done in the past twenty

years by other men in reforming corporate abuses. La Follette

had very little to do with tlie making of the railway commis-

sion law, as it was finally completed. That law was constructed

by the Senate Railway Committee, of which Senator Hatton was

chairman, the members of which were nearly all Progressives

who are not now progressing in the, at present, accepted way ;
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that is, they are not trotting along in the dust behind La Fol-

lette's band wagon.

"While being so fair to all interests that it is not likely

that very many of the large corporations doing business in

the state would want the law repealed, the Railway Commission

lias ridden the state of the most of the corporation abuses. La

Follette, however, insisted upon an entirely different law than

the one that was finally enacted; and a bill for his kind of a

railway commission law was introduced in the Assembly, where

he had votes enough to enact any law or thing he demanded.

"In the Senate, however, there was a more or less adverse

or anti-La Follette majority ; and, in order to get votes enough
there to pass it, it was necessary to get up a bill that was rea-

sonably fair and conservative. That was the work of Senator

Hatton and his associates on the Senate Railwav Committee.

I will tell you that story at another time
;
but bear this in mind,

gentlemen, very little of the credit for the present railway

commission law is due to Bob La Follette.

"Nevertheless, he has always arrogated to himself all of

the credit, and when the time came when he could pay the

debt that he owed to Senator Hatton for a great part of his

future political success, he did what he has done to all of the

really big men who furnished the money and much of the

brains to carry on his earlier campaigns, resorted to the cheap-

est, most common form of political chicanery to beat him out

of the United States senatorship which was his due. So skil-

fully was the work done, however, that, except Senator Hatton

and a few others, it is not known today, even, what actually

happened in that 1908 primary election that the noniiiiatiou

was thrown to Senator Stephenson."
"1 must confess that you have got iu too deep there for



THE WAYBACK CLUB. 55

me, Sellem. You must admit, however, that, even counting

out the two-cent fare and the railway commission laws, Senator

La Pollette and his noble band of unselfish workers have done

much to right the wrongs that were being inflicted upon the

common people—the farmers and workingmen. As evinced

by their votes at every election of recent years, these certainly

see how their cause has been upheld and advanced by Senator

La Follette."

"You have me there, Elder, and I must ask you to specify."

"Specify as to what?"

"As to the many wrongs of the common people that La

Follette has righted."

"W-h-y—I do not knoAv as I can recall specific instances,

offhand like this; but, in general, the work has been large."

"I must still continue to call you. Name at least one of

the general instances to which you refer."

"I must have time to think before I answer your question.

I cannot now recall any particular instances."

"All right, take plenty of time to collect your thoughts;

but you used the word unselfish—unselfish workers. Just

what do you mean by that word in this connection?"

"W-hy, in its larger acceptance. I would say that an un-

selfish worker is one who is willing to work for his fellows."

"Without recompense or reward?"

"Yes, I will allow that construction—without recompense
or reward."

" 'Without recompense or reward.' Yes, that is a good
definition of the phrase. Now tell me if you have seen any-

thing about the conduct or careers of any of these reformers

that indicates that they are willing to do anything Mnthout

recompense or reward—large guaranteed rewards? Do you
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know of any of them who have not been engaged iu a scramble

for office—a place at the public feeding trough—as long as

they have been in the reforming business?"

"Well, really, I do not now recall any one who has been

engaged with Senator La FoUette in the Avork of reform who

has not been, as you say, a speaker after public office. Accord-

ing to your standard, then, there are no sincere reformers."

"There was a genuinely sincere reformer on earth once,

Elder, about 1911 years ago: and there have not been many
since. Within that period there may have been a few of

the genuine on the earth at different times and places l)ut,

up to date, none of them have hit Wisconsin.

"In these late modern times, with the general business ex-

pansion, reforming, once a purely ethical matter, has come to

be a business, as much so as is manufacturing or merchandising :

and men engage in it for the same reasons. As a business, it

has become one of the best paying propositions possible for

ambitious men with gifts of oratory and blessed with certain

theatrical talents. This has given rise to lots of competition

and there are all kinds of men in the reforming business at

the present time.

"Under such conditions, out of a field full of alleged re-

formers, it is hard to pick out a simon-pure article. However,

when you see a man whom you have known as a very ordinary

shyster lawyer suddenly develop a violent concern for the al-

leged wrongs of the farmer and workingman, at the same time

evincing a frantic desire to serve the state in some official

capacity, put him under critical observation.

"He may have gone crazy from reading the muckrake maga-

zines; but the chances are that the law business is not paying
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very well and he is preparing to engage in the reform bus-

iness as offering better pay.

"It may be that lie is only yearning to get into the spot-

light that beats upon the oecupant of a public office
;
or he

may have his eyes on one of those nice, snug $;100() to $5,0UU

commissionerships—of which there are now so many and more

in the making—provided for La Follette men, good and \v\u\

Anyway, of this yon may be snre, he is laying his plans to

land in a place at the public feeding trough and to hang oji

there as long as the pi-esent snap lasts. That is what the row

is all about.

"But the queer thing about it is that men who habitually

figure as closely as you farmers do should fail to inquire as

to who is paying the bills for all of this high priced reforming,

these useless and highly expensive public offices. They must

be paid from taxes as the state has no other source of income.

Many men, however, are so constructed mentally that they

do not take notice of common, material things when it has

been carefully arranged, by a master hand at the business,

that their weak and foolish prejudices shall be played upon
so that they will not take notice."

"You make some statements. Mr. Sellem, that are, or may
be, more or less true

;
but why this general unrest among the

people of all of the poorer classes, laborers, farmers, clerks,

mechanics, in fact all except those whom we call the well-to-do ']

It was not thus in my younger days. This condition has all

developed within the past few years, and there must be some

reason for it. As I look at it, modern industrial conditions

have laid burdens upon the poor too great for them to bear;

and these sham reformers—as you indicate that they are—
have been sent by the Higher Power to lead the \hu)v people to
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the light and to better conditions. In all ages of the world,

it was ever thus."

"Men of your calling, Elder, are likely to look at the

subject in that way ; many thousands of men who have roughed

it in life's hard battle long enough and hard enough to know

better are misleel by the specious i)leas of these self-styled

reformers. Did it ever occur to you to look back a few years

to when you were a boy, and note what modern industrial con-

ditions have done to improve the conditions of the common

people, reduce the hours of labor, raise the pay, and improve

the conditions of employment in general? Wages are getting

higher every year and the hours of labor shorter; within the

past few years, the prices of farm produce have risen from

(>ne hundred to several hundred per cent, in many cases, with

a constantly increasing demand ; all due to modern industrial

conditions
;
and yet the unrest grows and grows, and the more

the people prosper the greater and surer are the rewards of

the political agitator.

"Just take the time, Elder, to study the history of this

whole Progresive reform business with the same singleness of

purpose and desire for light with which you study your Bible,

and you will learn that the present political unrest in this

state has been stirred up, created by professional reformers

to serve their personal ends. You will learn that the most

of the present turmoil in the state and nation is a purely manu-

factured article, like the coat, hat, and shoes you w^ear. You

will also learn that it has been manufactured for the same

purpose^
—purely commercial—to be traded for public offices

with fat salary attachments. Chautauquain lecture engagements

at $150 per, markets for magazine articles, interviews, biog-



THE WAYBACK CLUB. 59

raphies, and to swell the subscription lists and advpi-tisinjr

receipts of the muckrake magazines.

"And what have the 'common people,' the advertised bene-

ficiaries of the Avhole row been getting out of it ? Outside

of the pleasure they derive from the state-wide political circus,

if they are getting anything out of it except a constantly

increasing tax rate, and multitudes of vexatious laws. I would

like to know what it is. Anyway they will find out, eventually,

that the tax payers of the state must, in the end, foot the bills

for the whole circus.

"Did it ever occur to you that every one of these self-styled

reformers has been an office seeker since his suddenly developed

concern for the common people became known 1 Do you recall

any one of these militant reformers who has not, from the

start, hunted public office with all of the assiduity that a toper

with' a ten days' old thirst hunts a booze parlor?"

"Well, put that way, I do not now recall the name of

any one of our reformers who has not been, also, a seeker

of public office; but I still believe that some of them are sin-

cere."

"Possibly that may be so. though, up to date, none such

have been found in Wisconsin. Those gentlemen make me

exceedingly tired. Whenever I see an advertisement of a new

style of hat or shoe, I think of them
;
and I think of hat, shoe,

and breakfast food advertisements whenever I see one of their

'uplift' articles, speeches, or 'interviews' in the muckrake

magazines. New political fashions are introduced in exactly

the same manner that new dress fashions are introduced. The

demand for new styles are worked up in the same way in

politics as in dress, by advertising; and the men who get up
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and introduce new political fashions and new fashions in

dress act from exactly the same motive—personal gain.

"The political field is one that is easily tilled. In every

community there are always a large number of men, often

comprising a majority of the voters—-who, for one reason and

another, have found the battle of life either a losing struggle

or a drawn battle
;
and they have accumulated a general grouch

against those who. have more money and. they think, better

and easier times than they.

"Kjiowing this state of mind of the voters, the incipient

'reformer' reasons as follows: 'By proper and judicious work,

a large proportion of the members of my political party in my
district or state can be made to believe that if I am elected to

public office I will make their lots in life easier and help them

throw down certain men or classes against whom they have

grouches. In order. hoAvever. to laud anything permanent. I

must build up a strong personal following of men who are

also ambitious of political preferment and easy public pickings

Avho. in return for my assistance in getting them into office,

will obey.my orders and do my work.
"

'There are many men in every voting precinct, and many
thousands of them in the state, who would like to hold public

office—easy jobs at good salaries—and if I can assist them

to get into office, they will obey my commands. In this way I

can build up a personal organization that will be a "peach'"
and make the tax payers pay the costs of construction and

operation.'

"This is the course of reasoning that leads to the develop-

ment of the plot, and the general process of construction, opera-

tion, and maintenance, of our twentieth century. Progressive
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political organizations, the kinds wc have in Wisconsin and

Oregon."

"Getting down to particulars and definitions; what is Pro-

gressiveism 1
' '

"A natural iiKpiiry, Mr. Jackson, considering the very loose

manner in which the word is being banded about without

any definition attached. As a definition is desired, I will funiisli

one.

"The correct, up to the minute, definition of Progressiveism :

is a great thirst for public office complicated with an organized

means for assuaging said thirst. In Wisconsin it is sometimes

called La Folletteitis.

"But returning to the subject under discussion. Out in

Oregon the Progressives have so fixed the laws that the tax

j>ayers have to stand all of the campaign expenses of candi-

dates for state offices, down even to the postage and the cost of

printing and mailing their campaign literature. Great scheme

that—for the candidates.

"By the terms of a law that is now in the mill at Madison,

commencing with the primary campaign of 1912, candidates

for public office in Wisconsin will have the same cash favors

extended to them. When you get time to look it up, Elder,

])lease get up a paper and read it to the club, showing why
the state should pay the campaign expenses, or any part of

them, of voluntary candidates for office.

"It is generally conceded that Oregon has a nice, easy

running Progressive organization ;
but for a dow^n-right bang-

up, high class political machine, perfect in all its parts, well

oiled and heavily manned, the Wisconsin Progressive machine,

constructed and operated by Robert Marion La Follette and

his private cabinet, the I unci' Circle, has them all beaten a
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mile, and then some. A political organization that chii, on

a three days' notice, poll practically the solid vote of its mem-

hers for a dead man, as was done for dead man Tucker in the

primary election of 1910, is certainly high class.

' ' No doubt the machine that is now running the state looks

upon the methods of the old Republican organization as having

been very coarse, indeed. The new. Progressive way is ever so

much easier, cheaper for the office seekers.very much more etfee-

tive, takes care of thousands more of the 'boys;' and the pay-

ment of the bills are unloaded upon the tax payers. No wonder

the followers of Bob think he is great enough to be President

—this Edison of politicians.

"Since the machine was constructed many improvements

have been added from time to time; but it was a 'bird' from

the beginning, and the completed machine stamps the inventor.

La FoUette or Van Hise, as a great political inventive genius."

"Of course we know that the La Follette organization is a

strong one and no doubt they control the state; but I do

not think the expenses of the state are very much more than

they were before they got control."

"You should read the papers, Mr. Strike. La Follette 's

Weekly is not the whole newspaper world, not by several. For

the fiscal year ending Sept. 30th, 1899, the last year of Gov.

Scofield's administration, the general fund disbursements, the

ordinary running expenses of the state, were $2,635,192.85.

The disbursements from the same fund for the fiscal year end-

ing June 30th, 1910, were $6,434,097.06. These are the official

figures from the Blue Book, and they sliow an increase of about

one hundred and forty-five per cent in the running expenses

of the state in ten years: while, as shown by the United
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States census report, the population of the state increased less

tlian thirteen per cent.

"In other words, under the administration of the La Follette

machine, the expenses of the state increased twelve times

faster tlian the i)opulation in ten years. How lon^ would

any private business stand such a drain upon its resources'/

"The Blue Book is issued but once in two years, and the

1911 edition gives nothin.o- Inter than the figures for 1910.

From the figures shown by the department books at Madison

for 1911, however, and from the appropriations being made

by the present Legislature, the running expenses of the state

for 1912 will be three hundred per cent more than they were

in 1899, after a reform regime of twelve years.

"That is what this La Follette business is doing for Wis-

consin. These figures are only for the running expenses of

the state government, paid out of the general fund. In addi-

tion there are large sums paid out yearly on special accounts.

Careful estimates, by men well acquainted with state matters,

place the total running expenses of the state for 1912 at $12,-

000,000.

"'The greater part of this vast increase in the expenses of

the state goes to pay salaries, traveling expenses, office and

general expenses, and the thousand and one things connected

with the cost of maintaining a vast official force. Now tell

me, Mr. Strike, what are the people of the state receiving in

return for all of this vast increase in the state's expenses?

Except from taxation, the state has no source of income, except

the interest it receives from tlie investment of the diti'erent

trust funds; and practically all of these increased expenses
of operation ai-e paid by money collected by taxation. You
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and I and all people who pay taxes have to pay our part of

it, and what are we getting out of it in return?"

"You overlook the fact, Mr. Sellem, that a large part of

the increased expenses of the state under the La Pollette rule

iiave been paid ])y the iiiorcnised taxes coUeeted from tlie cor-

porations. Also you fail to note that nearly four of the yeai-s

between 1900 and 1910 are included in the two terms of Gov.

Davidson who, for a part of the time at least, you will hardly

claim was run by La Follette."

"Correct, Elder. I was intending to take up those two

points later, but can as well do it now.

"As you say, a large part of the state's expenses are being

paid by the larger amount of taxes that are now being col-

lected from the corporations. It is too well known to be dis-

puted that all of the money that is collected through all forms

of taxation is being expended each year. Not only that, but

at each session of the legislature, new methods and means of

taxation are diligently sought fo]-; and yet the administration

hardly as much as pretends that there is any other way, except

for the vast increase in the official force, to account for the

enormous increase in expenses. Except for the few hundred

thousand dollars a year that have been paid out on the new

Capitol for the past few years, we are getting no public im-

provements that will account for much or any of the increase.

The state's institutions take some each year, of course : but thsit

has always been the ease. It is nearly all being spent on

office holders. Now wherein do men who do not hold office

profit from it?

"The most of you know that nearly all of the taxes wrung
from life insurance, railroad, and other public utility com-

panies, and the most of the private corporations, nuist come
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from the people in the end. Will they never learn this, that,

in the end they pay it all?

"We know that the most of the increase in the state's

official force is unnecessary, but that it is for the purpose of

making tlie people {vdv for the upkeej) of his organization

and holding his workers in line, loyal to his (La Follette's)

person.
•

^

"Though he claims the credit for it all, the session laws

and legislative bills show by their date that the most of

the laws foi- the regulation of corporations were enacted

in the first instance before La Pollette become governor. Otlier

men than he started the movement for better control of the

railroads and other corporations long before his time. Gov-

ernor Scofield, A. R. Hall, John M. Whitehead, and othei-s

in the Legislature, and AV. D. Hoard, with voice and pen were

working for better control of the corporations long before

the year 1900. The first tax commission law was passed in

1897, and the first civilian members of the commission were

appointed by Gov. Scofield. Following recommendations

made by Gov. Scofield in his message of that year, the Legis-

lature of 1899 amended and strengthened the law; and the

present tax commission law is the original law amended and

improved as shown by experience and use.

"Under Gov. Scofield 's administration, laws were enacted

largely increasing the taxes to be paid by insurance com-

panies, for better regulation of railroad companies and in-

(;reasing their taxes. Until the exigencies of politics demand-

ed otherwise, La Follette was satisfied with these conditions,

as, in one of his first messages to the Legislature after he be-

came governor, he testified to the fairness of the railroad com-

panies in the matter of the payment of their taxes. Allow-
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ing La Follette all the credit due him. the fact remains that

he only carried on the work begun by other men than he long

before he was in the work; and yet he claims all of the credit.

"Davidson was governor for the most of the four years

from 1906 to 1910. but as far as he could do anything to effect

legislative work, he was governor for the last two years only.

As lieutenant goverxior. he became governor by action of law

when La Follette resigned to become senator. The organiza-

tion of the first Legislature of his term whs undei- I^a Follette 's

supervision, and as he supposed until long afterwards that

he was a good enough 'La Follette man." the work of the

Legislature, went on as though La Follette had still been gov-

ernor. During his second term, Davidson was sure enough

governor but the Legislature for that term was nearly as mucli

'La Follette' as at the previous session.

"Any more criticisms or corrections, p]lder?"

"No. I think not. if your data is correct. You seem to

have the advantage of me in bein>i- Ix^tter post(Ml on matters

connected with state aft'airs.
"

"That is easy to explain. You get your information from

La Follette 's Weekly and the articles and 'interviews' in the

muckrake magazines, while I get mine from inspection of

official state books and docmnents. Follow my course and you
will not get tripped up so often—but you will lose your child-

like faith in Bob La Follette.

"All things earthly have an end, and these particular polit-

ical good things that the Progressives in Wisconsin. Oregon,

and some of the other western states have been enjoying for

years Avill likely have to conform to the general nde.

"From the antics the Progressive-Insurgent statesmen in

congress are cutting, during the present session, they see the
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danger ahead, even now: and are in deep trouble. They know

that the tide is on the wane, that the people are beginning

to see throngh their selfish schemes; that they are getting

tired of the constant agitation, of the constantly increasing

number of elections with their general unsettling effects upon

business and of the enormous increase in the number of state

officials and employes and the consequent increase in the run-

ning expenses of the government everywhere the Progressives

iiave control.

"Many of the voters are beginning to inquire, sometimes

curiously, sometimes querulously. 'Wherein are we, the com-

mon people, profiting from all this turmoil, strife and increase

in taxes?'

"Another cause of complaint is that the common people

need about all the time there is between January 1st and

December 31st of each year to attend to the business of mak-

ing a living, educating their children, and attending to the few

social amenities of life; and yet, as things are under the La

Follette rule, the voters are expected to spend about one quarter
of their time camping out on the political war ]iath, listening

to the sound of the war drums, while the big cliiefs make

political medicine and agitata tiu^ ludjjh'ss aii' with speech-

making.

"But the people are beginning to take notice tliat, after

all of the warring, shouting, and drunnning. the only change
noticeable is a large increase in the number of office holders,

a distinct lowering of the grade, and an enormous increase in

taxes.

"Now that they are getting accustomed to the noise, and
the glamor has begun to wear off", they are, also, beginning to

inquire as to why the reformers are all clamoring for public
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office at the same time that they are found to be tilled with com-

passion and concern for the poor, downtrodden laliorini;' men

and farmers.

"Tlie Progressives, having their ears nil the time to the

ground, have begun to notice these indications Avith deep con-

cern. They know that unless they can get control of the

national government in 1912-1913, so they can keep the circus

going on a higher plane than is possible now, they will be soon

put out of business. This accounts for the bitter fight they

are making upon President Taft.

"Recent numbers of La Follette's "Weekly show what is

going on in high Progressive circles, as it has, for some time

back, been descending to the lowest depths of indecency in

lampooning President Taft. In this respect it has been only

equalled in indecency by the Chicago and other Hearst news-

papers in their attacks upon President McKinley in the last

McKinley-Bryan campaign. One of the La Follette's "Weekly

cartoons of recent issue represents President Taft as a wolf
j

in sheep's clothing. How does that look coming from a TTnited

State's senator, supposed to be of the same political faith as

President Taft?"

"Are you sure of that, Mr. Sellem? I hardly think it can

be possible
—exactly as you state it."

"I do not wonder that you do not credit it; but it is easily

proved. Look up Mr. Jackson's file of the AVeekly and see

for yourself."

"In these matters you seem to be so much better posted

than I am. so sure of your facts and figures, that until I can

look up the references, I do not see how I can Avell disprove

your statements. You are not, however, giving Senator La
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Follette credit for the good work that he has done in forcing

the great corporations to pay nearer their share of the taxes.

Though, as you state, others before him may have started the

work, he has, since he became governor in 1901, secured the

enactment of laws that are yielding large returns in cash

from corporations doing business in the state."

"As it is true, I Avill not try to refute that statement. Since

La Follette has been in control of the state, laws enacted under

his direction or dictation have brought large sums of money

from those sources into the state's treasury; but what has

been done with the money? In what way have these large

sums of money that have been taken from the corporations

been used for the betterment of the people? If the people

at large have derived no benefit from it, what has been done

with the money? For what purpose was it collected?

"Show me what good La Follette has done with all of these

millions of corporation tax money. In what way have the

common people of the state been benefited? Name any of the

public improvements ;
account in any manner for the vast

sums the La Follette administration has collected in the past

four to six years—and spent; for you will admit that it has

all been spent ;
and many millions more with it that have been

wrung from the common people by various forms of taxation."

"Though your demand for specifications is just, I am not

l)repared to furnish them now. I can see, however, that gen-
eral claims, and pinning the matter down to specific cases, are

two very different things. You are correct, however, La Fol-

lette has never explained that one point. He has not shown
us what has been done with the money."

"And yet the people have been accepting the statements
and claims of La Follette and hjs followers as to the vast sums
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they have forced the corporations to pay into the state's treas^

ury and have never thought to ask them the simple question,

the first one that, in ordinary business matters, would have

occurred to them, as to "what they have done with the money.

''That is one of the queer things about La Folletteism :

Once inoculated Avith its virus, the people seem to lose all

their natural business sense.

"With the many millions that La Follette claims to have

put into the state's treasury from extra corporation taxes in

the past few years and general property taxes higher each

year, it would seem that the questions as to what was being

done Avith all the money would have been occurring to the tax-

payers. From the total absence of any records on the sub-

ject, however, it would seem that the question has never oc-

curred to them. Possibly they may have accepted the general

situation that, under Progressive rule, all there is left for

those who do not hold public office is to vote and pay taxes.

What are your ideas on the subject. Elder?"

"The question as to what has been done with the money
is a proper one, but I am not now prepared to give a categorical

answer to it."

"There is no answer that will fit your ideas of the subject.

Some of the increases in the state's expenses were necessary,

as for some of the increased cost of the different state institu-

tions and the work on the new capitol building ; but except the

correct one that the most of the increase in the expenses of

the state are due to the enormous increase in the number of

state employes, and the attendant extra expenses, no explana-

tion can be made that can account for the enormous increase

of $3,798,000 per year in the running expenses from 1900

to 1910, with au increase in the population of only thirteen per
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cent: an increase in expenses of 145 per cent in the time that

the popuhition increased but thirteen per cent.

"That is the price we are paying for La FoUetteism. Not

only have they used up the millions that the corporations have

been paying into the state treasury each year, but the regular

taxes that the state levies against all of the property in the

state, the farms and the homes of the workingmen, have been

increasing by leaps and bounds right along. It had been bad

enough up to 1!)10, l)ut from tlie way money has been squan-

dered during the past year, and the way the present Legislature

is piling up the appropriations, the state taxes for 1912 will

be something terrible to contemplate. Instead of a 145 per

cent increase, it is likely to be near 300 per cent : unless the

state administration makes some move to evade or tide over the

issue—which it is very likely to do.

"In the face of all this prostitution of the public funds

and the public service to the upbuilding of his personal polit-

ical machine. La Follette is constantly parading before the

people of the nation as a great reformer of bad men and things

that formerly vexed the people of Wisconsin. There has been

considerable reform work done since he has been running the

state, but as I will prove to you by public records at other

meetings, much of this work was begun and well on towards

completion before La Follette had anything to do with it.

He claims credit for it all, however, and that he not only

originated all of the reform measures, but carried them out

all by his lonesome self, nearly.

"The records, however, tell a. different story. Some of the

men who had been engaged in the earlier movements to cor-

rect existing abuses that had crept in while the state was still

in the pioneer period, assisted La Follette with money and po-
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litical influence in his earlier campaigns. Later other men

came in with money and brains which they placed at his

disposal. The big men among them all met the' same fate

at his hands. After he had used them all that he could,

and they had begun to take the true measure of the man.

he turned on them and, under one pretext and another, kicked

them out.

''With men who know the facts. La Follette stands brand-

ed as a selfish ingrate, arrogating to himself all the credit

as he is the beneficiary of work done before his time by such

workers for the betterment of the state as AV. D. Hoard, A.

R. Hall and many others.

"In the years following 1900, Senators Hatton, Huduall,

Stout, Wipperman, Senator Stephenson and W. D. Connor gave

freely of money and their valuable time to advance the cause
;

and but for Stephenson's money and Connor's great execu-

tive ability, La Follette would have been defeated for governor

in 1906.

"Under present conditions, there are many tens of thou-

sands of regular Republicans, like Mr. Webber, Mr. Jackson,

and myself, who have no party home, as there is now no Re-

publican organization in the state. What passes for such is

merely the personal following of Bob La Follette. The Demo-

cratic party, from the same cause, is in much the same con-

dition but, perhaps, is still alive. When La Follette was en-

gaged in building up his machine he 'scrapped' the Democratic

party, assassinated the Republican party, and there was a gen-

eral obliteration of party lines to follow the prophet of dis-

content. The Republican party is still dead but the Democrat it-

party shows signs of returning to life.

"Speaking for myself. I have now no party attachment
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m Wisconsin. The tenets and practices of the La Follette

partyites are against ray political and moral principles. I

do not like some of the things the Democratic party stands

for, but. as a whole, that party is nearer to my beliefs than

the La Follette party; and I can vote the Democratic state

ticket.

"My case is like that of the dying English soldier: Li

one of England's many wars, a soldier was mortally wounded,

and his comrade sat beside him watching him slowly pass

away. Thinking that the poor man might not know that his

end was near and that he ought to break it to him, he said :

" 'You have a bad hurt. Tommy.'
"

'Yes, pretty bad.'

" 'You can hardly 'ope to get well.'

"
'No, I can't get well.'

" 'You have been a bad man. Tommy.'
"

'Yes, pretty bad.'
" 'You can't expect to go to Heaven. Tommy.'
"

'No, I won't go to Heaven.'
" 'Then you'll go to 'ell.'

"
'Yes, I'll have to' go to 'ell.'

"After a pause: 'It's nice that you have some place to

go to. Tommy.'
"There are some of the principles of the Democratic party

that I agree with. They advocate economy in public affairs

and the freest possible initiative and action of the individual

citizen of the state. These two principles have had more to

do with the upbuilding of this great nation than all the rest.

"On the other hand. Bob La Follette and his cult stand

for the highest possible taxes on every possible taxing proposi-

tion; for spending as much of the money so gathered from
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the tax payers for purely political purposes as is safe to do

without causing a revolt, and for tieing up the citizen and

his property in such a maze of laws and restrictions on his

personal freedom of movement and the handling of his prop-

erty that, in advance of a judgment of the court of last resort,

even the best lawyers cannot advise a man with surety as

to Avhether he is within or without the law. And now with

the proposed recall of the judges, he will still farther make

the citizen's relations to the law uncertain and vexatious.

"La Follette stands for the principle that the citizen must

be surrounded with a cloud of officials—inspectors, tax as-

sessors, game wardens, fire wardens, conservation officials and

employes, commissioners of many kinds, and lodged in the

outfit is the authority of the state to pry into the private, per-

sonal and business affairs of every citizen.

"I doubt, however, if this state of att'airs will continue much

longer. From what I hear from the people I meet as I travel

about from day to day, a hundred thousand or more of the

regular Republicans will vote the Democratic ticket in 1912.

The present Legislature, in enacting a law placing the presi-

dential electors on a separate ballot, fixed things in good

shape for us. We can vote for the Republican presidential

electors on one ballot and the straight Democratic ticket on

the otluM': and that is what we are going to do.

"There will be a great opportunity in 1912 for some strong

man, a Democrat, who has the sense and backbone to come
out for governor on a platform—w^ell just a straightout Demo-
cratic platform calling for honesty and economy in the state's

business, and a plank promising the repeal of unnecessary
laws and the elimination of unnecessary officials from the

state's service. About such a platform as tiie Democrats used

to put up before Bob La Follette captured and caged them."



CHAPTER III.

A Reformer and a Trust.

"I was thinkiug, as I came in on "tlie train tonight as to

what a gigantic humbug the present race of reformers are

[)erpetrating upon the people in their eternal racings and

chasings up and down the land crying, 'Beware of the corpoi'a-

tions.' 'The corporations will catch you if you don't watch

out!'

"And with all the well known insincerity of nearly all of

them, the people will still be taken in by them, regardless of

the. number of times their dishonesty is shown up. It is a

(jueer commentary on the abnormal action of the human mind
—in some people.

"It reminds me of a story that Phil Cheek used to tell

during the last Harrison-Cleveland campaign, when the tariff

was the bogy-man with which good Democratic mammas used to

scare their naughty children. It illustrates the subject under

discussion so well that I will give it to you.

"Down in North Carolina there was a large area of

mountainous country into which no railroad had, as yet,

penetrated, and many of the poor whites had never seen a

railroad, and had very hazy ideas as to what a i-ailroad Avas

like.

"One of these men, out luinting on'e day, wandered farther

from home than usual and, at nightfall, reached a line of rail-

road that was being built through the mountains. His first

railroad experience was a terrifying one, and he reached home
late at night in an exhausted and generally used up condi-
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tiori. 'Why, Bud! what in the name of goodness is the matter

with you?' inquired his better half.

"
'Wife,' said he, 'I've seen the devil or some other un-

earthly thing. I went out over the Hogback today and when

I got down into the valley on the other side, it w^as dark, and

I thought I would camp there and come home in the morning.
"

'Just as I was getting ready to lie down, I heard an

awful rumblin' and a roarin' that kept a comin' nearer and

nearer ; and by and by, a great black thing with one big fiery

eye in the middle of his forehead came down the valley like

lightning a shootin' sparks of fire into the air at every jump.

I was too scared to move, at first, but when it got right op-

posite me it let out the most awful screech any one ever heard

on this earth. That woke me up and I lit out over the moun-

tains for home.'
"
'Why, Bud, what do you suppose it could have been?'

"
'I dunno, for sure, but I think, maybe, it was that damn

tariff.'

"Just like La Follette and the corporations. It's 'the cor-

porations this, and the corporations that,' and 'the corporations

will catch you if you don't watch out!' from year's end to

year's end.

"The people of Wisconsin wull, after awhile, awake to the

fact that this corporation bugaboo is being used to lull them

into a 'We're all right. Bob will protect us from the corpora-

tion devil,' state of mind, while their substance and personal

liberties are being taken from them, and the 'uplifters' are

going about the state appropriating to their own use, all

unhindered and unnoticed, most everything that is not red hot

or screwed down.

"The inside history of their operations, however, show how
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insincere are all of their ravings against the corporation. Here

is President Charley Van Ilise, La Follette's political side-

partner, a conservator of national reputation, caught red-hand-

ed getting up anti-conservation corporations with John Spry, a

millionaire lumberman, one of La Follette's pet aversions, as

his side partner,

"Terrible to think of, but the Milwaukee Free Press says

it is so, and up to date. Van Hise does not deny it. To be sure

this anti-conservation corporation venture of Van Hise's was

over in Canada, but one would think that a man who stands

on such high conservation grounds as our revered University

President would faint at the suggestion of violating the con-

servation laws of our sister nation. It goes, however, to show

the insincerity of the whole outfit when one of the chiefest

among them is caught red-handed like that."

"You surely cannot mean, Mr. Sellem, that Senator La

Follette and his co-workers are not sincere in their war on

the corporations?"

"I shall not answer your question, but I will refer you to

a little near-ancient history. You have, no doubt, heard La

Follette and his followers—as they frothed at the mouth and

tore off their collars—recount, in recent years the awful in-

iquities of the school book trusts in exacting high prices for

the school books used by the children of the poor? If you

had not heard it before, you would have heard it in plenty

if you had been in the assembly chamber at times during the

present session when Mahon tore himself loose on tlie subject

of the terrible school book trust.

"That is all for present day consumption, and it serves the

purpose for which it is intended ; but one time in the past, one

of the big school book publishing combinations contributed
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a large sum in cash to La Follette's personal campaign fund.

The money, in checks, was turned over to La Follette. he

cashed the checks, and there has never been any denial of

his having received the money, the source from wliich it came.

(>!• the consideration of its payment.

"The money was paid on consideration tliat a candidate be

put in the held by the La Follette peopU^ to contest the re-

election of State Supt. of Schools L. D. Harvey, a formei- jirrsi-

dent of the Milwaukee Normal School, an able educator, and

well known to be unfriendly to the biy- si-hool l)ook combina-

tion.

"Two thousand dollars in cash was to be paid the La Follette

campaign managers if they put a man in the tield to oppose

Supt. Harvey, and a nnich larger sum was pi'omised if he should

be beaten for re-election. The story Avill be remembered by

some of the older men present, I think. I have it here in my
book and, while I am reading it, please snitf now and then

and see if you cannot detect the smell of tainted money.

"The following telegram was published under large head-

lines on the tirst page of the ^lihvaukee Sentinel on the date

given :

"
'Madison, July 17th. 1902.

"
'To all whom it may concern.
"

'Tavo thousand dollars was contributed by the independ-
ent book companies provided a candidate was brought into the

tield against Supt. Harvey. It was also agreed that a further

sum, not to be less than $5,000 and perhaps amounting to

$10,000, would be subscribed if ^Mr. Harvey was beaten for

re-nomination. If the man who nominated Mr. Cary wishes

further particulars, let him make a i)ul)lic request and detailed

information will be forthcoming. Signed,
'

'G. A. BUCKSTAFF.'
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"On July 19th, 1902, a Sentinel reporter interviewed Theo-

dore Kronshage in regard to tlio matter and tlie following

interview with him was piiblislicd under date of July 19th,

1902 :

" 'Did the independent book companies promise a $2,000

contribution to the campaign fund in case another candidate

was brought in to defeat Professor Harvey?'
"

'I refuse to answer that (juestion,' Mr. Kronshagc replied.

" 'Was any such proposition brought to your knowledge or

made to you personally?'
"

'I cannot ansAver that question.'

"In this edition of the Sentinel there are a lai-ge number

of statements from prominent Republicans from different parts

of the state who discussed the matter, and all conclude that

it was an t)utrageous and villainous act.

On August 16th, there was published in the Sentinel, a

letter signed by Senator Stout and G. A. Buckstaff, directed

to Gen. Geo. E. Bryant, as chairman of the Republican state

central committee, from which the following is quoted: 'At

the late state convention I was informed by a man who claims

to have consummated the bargain and received the money,

that he received from the independent book companies $2,000

to be used as a campaign fund. ])]-ovided a candidate was

brought into the field against Supt. Harvey, and a further

sum of $5,000 to $10,000 was to be contributed from the same

source if Mr. Harvey was defeated for the nomination.' In

concluding that letter the signers demand that the matter be

investigated by the Republican state central committee, and

that the man who was guilty of the transaction be punished.

"Nothing was ever done in the matter by Mr. Bryant or

the state central committee, although Mr. La Follette was the
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boss and was running things at the time, and the matter was

j)iiblished in all the papers. Finally, on Sept. 13th, 1902, Gen.

Geo. E. Bryant writes an open letter in whicli he practically

says to Stout and Buckstaff that the Republican state central

committee knew of no deal with any book company or com-

panies; that they will not investigate the matter; that their

time is taken up with other duties and responsibilities, and

they cannot spare the time to investigate matters at this

time
;
that it is not the duty of the organization to learn whence

contributions come.

"This letter was published on the date above mentioned,

at which time Gov. La Follette was a candidate for governor on

the Republican ticket and was practically the boss of things.

"After this position was taken by the Republican state

central committee, Senator Stout and Mr. Buckstaff, in order

to give Mr. La Follette the benefit of bringing an action against

them for libel, published a letter on Sept. 14th, 1902. signed

at Oshkosh, by Mr. Buckstaff, and at Menomonie b}^ Mr. Stout,

which was as follows :

"
'Since the state central committee has failed to investi-

gate the statement made by us regarding the defeat of Mr.

Harvey at the state convention there seems to be no alternative

but to give the matter to the public just as it came to us and

let the public judge of the matter itself. Mr. Theodore Kron-

shage tells us that he went to Chicago and received the $2,000

in question from an agent of Ginn & Co., on the sole considera-

tion that a candidate was brought into the field against Mr.

Harvey, and the further sum of from $5,000 to $10,000 was to

be contributed if the campaign against Mr. Harvey was suc-

cessful. He stated that he put the money received into a
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Milwaukee bank and then gave his checks for tlie same amount

to Gov. La Follette.'

"There follows in detail the story of how this money was

received; for Avliat purpose it was received, and how Mr. Kron-

shage told Mr. Buckstaff and Mr. Stout about it. I will leave

that part out as it is not material to the main points of the

story.
" 'The governor,' Mr. Kronshage said, 'was reluctant to

do this because Mr. Harvey was a very close friend of Senator

Stout, who was very anxious for his renomination, while the

governor was on very friendly terms with Senator Stout and

wished to remain so
;
but Mr. Kronshage stated that the gov-

ernor finally consented and said: 'If the arrangement was

made he would abide by it.'

"The matter, according to Mr. Buckstaff's statement, was

immediately brought to the attention of the governor and he

was requested to stop the dirty deal. The story was told

Mr. La Follette in the presence of Mr. Stout. The governor

said he could not give up the afternoon ta discussing this mat-

ter as he was preparing his speech of acceptance to the con-

vention, and let it go at that.

"Mr. BuckstafP, in a letter, says: 'Our story was not con-

tradicted, but La Follette merely said in some speech that his

personal, campaign committee was responsible for raising his

campaign fund, and he did not know where it came from. His

fear and fright when talking to Stout and me about the mat-

ter convinced us that he lied, and that he did know all about

it before the deal was made. At any rate, he was notified

by Stout and myself before the deal was consummated where

the money came from and requested to stop the deal from

being carried out, which he refused to do. A. R. Hall and
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Gov. Hoard pleaded with him to stop it, but he refiised to

have anything to do with stopping the deal, even after he

admitted that he received the money and applied it to his

personal campaign.'
"
'Kronshage's only answer to the story was that he told

it to ane (Buckstaff ) confidentially, and that I was no gentle-

man to make it public or to carry it to La Follette.'

"Afterwards, La Follette is said to have written a state-

ment and submitted it to a judge who was friendly to him.

who told him that it was a plea of guilt and he had better

destroy it.

"There ai'c not two more honorable men in Wisconsin

than Senator .J. II. Stout (now dead) and the Hon. Geo. A.

Buckstaff; this is their story and it is true.

"The gist of the matter is this: The money came from

several school book jniblishing companies who were in a

combination which meant excessively high prices for school

books and, often, (piestionable methods with school district

officers to get their books introduced. Supt. Harvey steadily

opposed their methods, probably would not 'listen to reason,'

and they set out to get his scalp, which they accomplished

in the manner set forth by Mr. Buckstaff."

"There is sonu^ of the inside personal. i)()litical history

of your man with the halo. Elder, that you would never see

in La Follette "s Weekly in a million years. Take your time

to get your breath, but what do you think of it?''

"W-hy, really. Mi". Sellem, I am afraid that I must en-

tirely disbelieve the story. It nuist have been simply news-

paper talk due to bad feeling engendered during the heat of

the campaign. I rnnnot believe that Senator La Follette would
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stoop to do such a dishonest deed as that story claims he did.

No. I cannot believe it."

"No, Elder, I did not expect yon to believe it. Like tens

of thousands of others in the state, you cannot, will not be-

lieve anything wrong of the man with the pompadour and

halo. Well, the story as I give it to you was printed in several

newspapers at the time, and if untrue there were plenty of

grounds for a libel suit calling for' heavy damages. As far

as I have ever heard, the story has never been denied by

La FoUette and no libel suit has ever been brought.

"Speaking of bygone times and men, this can be said of

the managers of the old Republican state machine : they paid

the expenses of running their machine out of their own

{)ockets and did not attempt to saddle them on the tax payers.

That was one of La Follette's first inventions; though his

first start, the game warden's and oil inspector's departments,

were crude indeed compared to his latest, the state com-

mission. The last of these come right up to the standard of

the latest 'uplift' business; but when we get right down to

the real science of legalized political graft, the new con-

servation commission, and the laws under which it operates,

beat the whole aggregation as a Durham bull beats a bull pup.

That is where Bob's secret and silent partner, Charley Van

Hise, begins to be seen, though dimly, across the stage.

"This new conservation commission will afford vast and

before unworked opportunities for adding thousands more

La Follette workers to the state's pay rolls, where the pay
will be large and sure and the work easy. Gangs of men
will be sent to wade up the creeks in search of possible water

power sites upon which additional taxes may be levied ; other
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gangs will be sent north into the lake country during the

summer where fisliiug is good and the days and nights nice

and cool ; later, during the hunting season, other gangs will

be sent into the deer country; gangs of fire fighters will be

sent up where roams the fierce hodag to smell for smoke
;

others will be sent out to hunt for sprouts for reforesting the

pine barrens, sand hills, and gravel knolls
;
and a great army

will fill the big northern woods that will chase off the deer,

scare away the ducks, and give the nervous jim-jams to all

the big fish—and the tax payers will pay for the whole circus.

"There will be big conservation headquarters at Madison

and sub-stations of conservation at the best hunting and

fishing points in northern Wisconsin. There will be porters

and teamsters, clerks and bookkeepers, stenographers and

cooks, and the Lord only knows how many more. There will

be summer outings for Mac's lieutenants from the City of

Beer—if the beer gives out they will have to take water. There

will be other outings for Yan Hise's professor boys and—
oh, jimminy ! was there ever such a political picnic invented

before 1

"I see that Bob's goody-goody little boys in the legislature

are going to quit legislating for a while and go on a smelling

expedition.

"Yes, that is the next thing, I believe."

"AYhat smelling expedition is that?"

"Why the fact of the matter is. Mr. Jackson, they are

going to try to put up a bunco job on the United States Senate

—get it to investigate the campaign of Senator Stephenson

in 1908-09. The thing is so flimsey that they dare not under-

take the job themselves and are going to get the United States
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Senate to do it. Those who are fathering it—Senator Blaine

and others—claim that they believe that Senator Stephenson

must have spent a lot of money in that campaign that was not

spent strictly according to the political gospel according to

xSaint Bob
;
and they are going to see about it or they will know

b'gosh why! Some of the fellows who have been smelling

around on their own hooks, have been telling that nice bunch

of spellbinders, cheap ward politicians, and 'uplifters' in gen-

eral, now in the senate and assembly, that Uncle Ike must

have spent as many as 'steen dollars for white pop, brown pop.

stick candy, and other dissipations in that campaign; and if

he did they vumed it was wrong. Nothing of that kind may
be done legally in Wisconsin unless 0. K'd. by Robert Marion

La Follette.

"Senator Blaine has been much wrought up over it for

a long time, and he just aches, from the ingrown toe-nail on

his left hind foot, to the seventh story of his cloud-piercing,

soulful word output. The idea of any inan spending money
like that for political work in Bob's bailiwick in opposition

to his wishes ! Senator Blaine reminds me of a story.

"At a murder trial, two men, interested spectators, were

noting certain evidence just put in that was very damaging
to the defendant's case, and one of them remarked: 'That

evidence will surely convict him.'
"

'It will not only convict him, it will hang him,' replied

the other.
" 'Man alive! they don't hang murderers in New York.'
" 'What do they do with them?'

"'They kill them with elocution.'"

"What do you think Sellem, is their idea in starting this
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new investigation of Senator Stephenson? The.y worked it

all over once and failed to make out anything."

"If you want my private opinion of this and the other

dirty dope the present Legislature is handing out to him, Mr.

Webber, I will say that I think they are trying to worry Senator

Stephenson to death."

"I hadn't thought of that, but maybe you are right."

"It is like this: La FoUette badly needs one of 'his men'

in the senate
;
some one who will work under his orders while

he is absent from his senatorial duties—which is the most of

the time. I understand that during the past session he was

only in the senate chamber twenty-three times; and some of

those scarce visits were of no more than fifteen minutes dura-

tion. Either McGovern or Lenroot would fill the role of 'his

man' very nicely; but tbere is Senator Stephenson Avith about

four years more to serve. Though he looks and acts like a

man ten years or more younger, Senator Stephenson is now

82 years old, and there is no telling what effect this continual

heaping of public indignities upon him might have upon a

man of that age who has been, for more than half a century,

one of the most respected and honored men in the state. He

might pass away under it. Yes, I think they are trying to

worry the old man to death.

"There were things that happened in that senatorial cam-

paign of 1908 that La FoUette 's puppets in the Legislature

will not care to have investigated. You may not have heard

the story and I will give it to you. It is short and the title

is 'The Things That the Inner Circle Did to Wm. H. Ilatton's

Candidacy for the United States Senate.'

"Among the broad gauged men who early became interested
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in the Progressive movement in Wisconsin was Wm. II. Hatton

of New London, for two terms state senator from that distriet.

To him more than to any one else is due the {)erfeetion and

passage of the railway commission law; and to him and a few

of his colleagues, then in the Progressive ranks, is due the

fact that there were two good men on the first railway com-

mission instead of only one, as La Follette had planned it.

"In his campaign for United States senator. Senator Hat-

ton was clearly entitled to the loyal support of La Follette

and his lieutenants; and to a man who does not know of the

Inner Circle and its devious ways, it seems strange that he

did not have that support. There was a reason, however, and

its name was Boh.

"Every man who works with La Follette in politics must

work under him. Since N. Bonaparte, Esq., there has never

been a more testy little dictator. Now do not all of you cite

me the united and unanimous testimony of his followers that

there never was sudi a dear, sweet little boss as is Bob. That

is what appears on the surface; but like all of this La Follette

business, what the general public sees and is taught to believe,

and what is actually going on behind inside doors and parti-

tions are two entirely different matters. Once in a while,

some man who has been behind the scenes and. afterwards,

escaping to the broad light of day. tells what he saw 'in

behind there.' That is how we ai-e gradually finding out things.

"In the work of the Legislature, Mr. Hatton was good

enough Progressive for the most exacting, and he made good;

but he couldn't 'squai'e" with the Inner Circle. Since long

before 1908, La Follette has been fixing things for his advent

into the White House, and when that terrible thing happens.
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the Wisconsin delegations in both senate and house must be,

as nearly as possible 'his men.' Senator Hatton is not that

kind of a man. If he Avent to the senate he would be simply

Senator Hatton of Wisconsin, playing second fiddle to no man

in the national capital. La Follette has long known this, and

his previous knowledge of the man was emphasized by it

being necessary several times, during the consideration of the

railway commission bill, for Senator Hatton to tell 'Governor

Bob' 'where to head in at.'

"Hatton is not of a very aggressive disposition, but once

having taken his bearings so as to know where he stands and

he is as firm as a rock. Of a tall, commanding figure and a

little dignified in bearing, he will attract attention in any com-

pany. Altogether he is not a man to be bossed by any one,

ill politics or anything else. As United StatCvS senator, he

would take rank with the strong men in the senate; and it

would be Senator Hatton. not La Follette 's man Hatton.

"Another consideration was that if Hatton were elected

he would certainly want more than one term. Old age would

neither disbar him nor kill him for a long time to come. Op-

posed to Hatton in this consideration were McGovern, Lenroot,

and several other real nice young men who, as senators, with

La Follette there to tell them what to do and how to do it

would make up the ideal Progressive situation, i. e., La Follette

and 'his men.' Of course that was the way it should be.

'Begone, you Hatton man! What you buttin' into this game
for anyway?'

"Hatton couldn't have it. but no one they knew could

call him off, and the Inner Circle sat on the case. Here was

a truly deplorable situation : A clear road open to the United
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States senate; any one of several of the Inner Circle boys

ready to gird up his loins and hike for the promised land;

and here was that Hatton person bulking his large form right

in the middle of the road, blocking the way.

"Well, they studied and stewed, they cussed and cau-cussed,

till finally a terrible but reasonably sure way out was de-

vised. Senator Stephenson, the present incumbent, was an

old man, nearly 80 years old, and from the nature of things

could not hang on much longer, either to life or the senator-

ship. He was determined to try for another term and, with

his great wealth and the knowledge of the game possessed

by him and his friends, he would probably poll the most of

the Stalwart vote in the primary election. Cook would pull

some of the near-Stalwart and some of the La Follette farmer

vote but stood no show. Hatton, if running as the only Half-

breed candidate, would surely get the nomination. It would

not do, at that time, to openly support another Halfbreed

than Hatton as he was generally recognized as entitled to the

senatorship, and with his large acquaintance and the high re-

gard in which he was held by the followers of La Follette, it

would be poor politics to openly oppose him.
* '

This then was the situation : Either put a second Half-

breed candidate in the field to act as a 'dummy' to draw

enough votes to give the nomination to Senator Stephenson

and take the long chance of beating him in the Legislature,

or the dreadful alternative of having one of Wisconsin's

senatorial seats filled for a long period by one who would cer-

tainly refuse to fill the role of 'La Follette 's man.' It was

a terrible time for the Inner Circle but there was no utlier

way out and they decided that Stephenson must be allowed

to take the nomination.
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Senator Stephenson Paid McGovern's Campaign Expenses.

"McGovern was selected for the undesirable role of the

'dummy' candidate with the promise that he should be the

next governor, and the understanding that if, for any reason

Stephenson failed of nomination or election, the plum should

fall to him. The question then arose as to where the money
was to come from to pay the costs of the campaign which,

at the pace that would be set by Stephenson. Hatton and

Cook, would take a lot of money. This was something of a

poser, but it was finally decided that if proper representations

were made Senator Stephenson might be induced to 'put up'

for the campaign expenses ; and, as the sequel showed, this

was what was done."



CHAPTER IV.

The Evening- Post 'interview.'
'fcj

"I see that La FoUette has been interviewed by The Satur-

day Evening Post. It seems that, previous financial arrange-

ments having been made, the Evening Post men waylaid Bob,

knocked him down, bound and gagged him, and then extracted

that 'interview' from his inside pocket where some designing

person had placed it, after composing and typewriting it with

great care. It seems, also, that Bob chanced to have, in that

same inside pocket, a daguerreotype of himself taken when he

Avas a little care-free, barefoot boy, before visions of game

warden, oil inspector, commission, or other public grafts had,

as yet, disturbed the placed life of this infantile man; or the

buzzing of presidential bumblebees had tickled his ear; and

the Evening Post man got that daguerreotype, that memento of

Bob's innocent boyhood days. That picture is reproduced on

the first page of Tlie Saturday Evening Post of July 8th : and

T see that even at that early age Bob wore his hair pompadour,

showing, even in the boy, one of his elements of greatness as

the man.

''Bob tells the Evening Post man that one tinu\ in the

treasury suit cases. Senator Sawyer most broke his innocent

heart trying to bribe him. Well, now that Senator Sawyer

has been dead thcvse many years, he may tell that story to the

Evening Post man, or to the marines
;
but do not tell it to any

man who knew Senator Sawyer, one of the most careful, secre-

tive men about his private aff'airs that ever lived. Certainly

he would not have made such a proposition as that to Bob La
91
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Follette, known to him at that time, even, to be the unreliable

party that later 'friends' have found him to be.

"As given in the Post interview, La Follette's story of the

attempted bribery is as follows :

' To put it briefly, the attor-

ney-general of "Wisconsin had instituted suit against the former

state treasurers to recover interest on state funds deposited in

banks for a period of about twenty years. Senator Sawyer was

])ondsman for many of these state treasurers and he was sued

personally- for about three hundred thousand dollars. In a

month the eases were to come up for trial before Circuit Judge

Siebecker, a brother-in-law of Senator La Follette.
'

"Philetus Sawyer was the senior United States Senator from

Wisconsin—the political boss of the state, and a multi-million-

aire lumberman who loved his money too well to part with a

dollar of it except for a material or political quid pro quo. And

the Senator's friends claimed the old man had been 'good' to

La Follette when the Representative from the Madison Dis-

trict had entered Congress—a green young man of thirty.

"Sawyer, alarmed about the treasury cases, in desperation

turned to La Follette, asking liim to come to the Plankinton

Hotel, Milwaukee. Thinking it was a political conference, La

Follette met the appointment. The old money-hoarding lum-

berman and the young attorney shook hands in the hotel parlor.

But let La Follette tell the story.
"
'Sawyer began by saying that no one knew he was going

to meet me. He said at once that he wanted to talk about the

treasury cases; vsaid he didn't want to retain me and that he

was worried about the cases. I can see his expression now as

he talked—the old man who feared that his money was to be

taken from him. I was so intent watching his face that I did

not see that he had his pocket book in one hand and a roll of



THE WAYBACK CLUB. 93

hills in tlip other. Almost before I saw the money, Sawyer

ti-ied to press the bills into my hand, saying: "There will be

more money when Judge Siebecker decides the eases right."
" 'La Follette's face was stern. All the kindliness had

gone from his blue-gray eyes; they were dark—ominous. The

smile had left his mouth. His expression was menacing.'

'If he hadn't been an old man'—he said, and then with a

wave of hand dismissed the scene.'
'

"This is La Follette's story of the Plankinton Hotel meet-

ing, though not exactly as he told it at the time. You older

men will recall it as, at the time, the story occupied consider-

able newspaper space. All men, however, who knew Senator

Sawyer intimately, know well the improbability of any such

thing ever having occurred.

"All there was to the case was that, a short time before the

cases came to trial. Senator Sawyer, others of the treasurer's

bondsmen, and their attorneys, at a meeting held in Oshkosh to

talk over the cases, saw the need of having a lawyer on the case

who resided at Madison. La Follette was well known to them,
and others interested, not Sawyer, suggested that he be re-

tained. It was then and there arranged that Senator Sawyer
see La Follette and retain him in the usual way by paying him

a retaining fee.

"The meeting was arranged with La Follette at the Plank-

inton Hotel and one of the other defendant bondsmen went to

Milwaukee with Senator Sawyer. This man was with Sawyer
at the Plankinton Hotel; saw him go to the hotel parlors to

meet La Follette
;
saw them when they came down stairs from

the meeting, arm in arm, and apparently on the most friendly
terms.

"This man is a big business man, well-known to business
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wen about the state ; and his story is that the Plankinton Hotel

meeting terminated that way. And yet, in his speechevS and

writings, La Follette says he left Sawyer in the parlor, left him

in auger; and refused further to speak to him or listen to him.

Which is likely to be the true story?

"Working from the standpoint of our later knowledge of

La Follette 's political long-headed-ncvss, his entire lock of ver-

acity or principle in political matters ; and his readiness to sacri-

fice and use in any manner that might yield him political

advantage, any of his friends, even those to whom he is under

the most binding obligations, the true solution is about as

follows :

"The Democratic party had recently come into control of

the state after a campaign based partly on the Bennet Law

issue, and partly on their alleged mismanagement of state

affairs by the Republican party, of which Senator Sawyer was.

at that time, the undisputed boss. They had been assisted in

the campaign by the united efforts of the Catholic and Lutheran

churches, and as these two church organizations had been an-

tagonistic for centuries, every one well knew that the combina-

tion could last no longer than its apparent need to protect their

parochial schools. The Repulilicans largely outnumbered the

Democrats in the state, and it was reasonably certain that they

would come into control again in the near future.

"Knowing La Follette as we do now, his mental operations

in the case are easy to understand. Believing that the Repub-

licans were certain to be returned to power in the near future,

and that Sawyer, as manager of the Republican organization,

had been very much discredited in the minds of many thou-

sands of the Republican voters by the persistent campaign of

misrepresentation made by the Democrats in the campaign just
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closed; ill the setting of this attempt by Senator Sawyer to

retain him in the treasury suit eases, he thought he saw an

opportunity to further discredit Sawyer and himself supplant

him in control of the Republican organization.

"The fact that his success in such an undertaking meant

serious injury, in state and nation, to the good name and high

prestige of his friend and benefactor would not deter him in the

least. It never has in other similar cases. La Follette's per-

sistent attempts to get the Republican nomination for governor,

directly following the attempted bribery story, until he finally

succeeded in 1900, is proof enough to those who know the man
that his attempt to turn this dirty trick on Senator Sawyer was

his first important move to obtain political control of the state.

"That La Follette should do such a thing as this to Senator

Sawyer, his friend and benefactor, may be hard for the average

man to understand; but he did similar things to Stephenson,

Babeock, Connor, and the most of the big business and monied

men who put him where he is to-day. Think of the indecency

of the man, giving out for publication at this day, an old, dis-

puted political tale like that to be read by millions of readers

who never could hear the other side of the story. His personal

unsupported story about a man, long since dead, whose personal

integrity had never before been called in question. A man who
had been honored several times by the State of Wisconsin by an

election as United States Senator, and who, at the Nation's

Capital, had always been accorded high standing by right of his

own fine personal qualities.

"There are two paragraphs in the Post interview that are

gems; here they are: 'La Follette's face was stern; all the

kindliness had gone out of his blue-gray eyes ; they were dark—
ominous. The smile had left his mouth. His expression was
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menacing.' 'If he hadn't been an old man/ he said, and with

a wave of the hand dismissed the scene.'

"That means that La Follette intimated to the Post man

that if Senator Sawyer hadn't been an okl man he would have

punched his face, or stove in his slats, or that some other kind

of personal violence would have been visited upon him. I have

heard you say, Mr. Webber, that you were well acquainted with

Senator Sawyer when he was a comparatively young man.

AVhat do you think would have happened to that little sawed-

off if he had tried to chastise that big husky lumberman—say

when he was about La Follette 's age at the time of the

Plankinton Hotel meetin g ?
"

"What do I think would have happened to him? Well, I

think that Mr. Sawyer Avould have taken hini across his knees

and spanked him good. j\Ir. Sawyer was about five feet eight

or nine inches tall, square built, and weighed about two hun-

dred and twenty-five pounds. Though usually a good-natured

man, he was sure to stand up for himself, and it was never safe

to monkey Avith him. And Bob La Follette made such a crack

as that to the Evening Post man? AVell, the darn little runt!"

"La Follette tells the Evening Post man what a fine thing

the Wisconsin Railway Rate Commission is and how much it is

liked by the corporate interests of the state. He did not tell

him, however, that he had a bill drafted for a railway rate

commission law that was practically a copy of the Texas law ;

that he told different members of the legislature that tlie Texas

raihvay rate commission law was exactly what he wanted for

Wisconsin
;
that he tried his best to have this copy of the Texas

law enacted; that, in the Assembly, where his orders Avere law,

it did pass, but Avas turned down by the Senate; that a sub-

committee consisting of Senators Hatton, Hudnall, and John-
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Son. re-drafted the 1)111. or rather wrote a new bill which they

introdnced as a substitnte. This finally passed both houses and

is the present law.

"La Follettf sinus the pi-aises of the fii'sl menilx'i's of the

Hallway l\ati' Coimiiissioti. chilniiiii;' special cicdil I'oi- Ihc ap-

[)()iiil]in'iit of John Hai'iics to the ( "(itniiiissioii. lie fails, huw-

evei*, to give the inside histoi'v of the way Johii l>ar-iii's caiiic 1o

he appointed to the Commission. '

"The real facts in that case are as follows: One of the

three men appointed by T^a Follette to the new Railway Com-

mission was so objectionable to even the Progressives of the

Senate that they refused to e(uifirm him—the members were ap-

pointed subject to contirnuition : and after trying in vain to

indiu-e T^a P^)llettl' to withdi'aw his name and appoint another,

a tit man, for the very iin])ortant position aiul. after luiving,

after nuich laboi'. induced -lohn Barnes, 'an expert on I'ailvvay

hiw and a Democrat.' to serve on the Connnission, La Pollette

only yielded by withdrawing the name of 'his man' and ap-

pointing John Barnes when the \dtimatum of the Senate was

conveyed to him that it was John Barnes for one of the Com-

missioners or no commission.

"Fortunately for Wisconsin, there were in the Senate at that

time, Wm. IL Ilatton. J. IL Stout, (ieo. B. ITudnall, and a num-
ber of others who. though working to reform corporate abuses,
did not wear La FoUette's collar; and the bill they constructed,
not the Texas law that La Follette wanted them to copy, became
the Railway Commission law of the state.

"La Follette says nothing of W. D. Hoard who. as editor

and orator, with able voice and pen in private life, and as

governor of the state, fought for the i-eformation of corporate
abuses long before La Fo]lett<> was known in the woi-k. He
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said nothing' of A. R. Hall, the veteran in the cause who, in the

Assembly, foupht for railway regulation for years while Bob

La Follette, playing the ultra-conservative dodge, was trying

his best to lantl in high official position within the old Repub-
lican state machine. He has not a word to say in commenda-

tion of the work of Senator Wm. H. Halton wlio, as Chairman

of the Senate Railway Committee, did more than any othei- man
to construct the Railway Commission Law and secure the votes

to pass it.

"Sometime I will tell you the story of the making of that

Railway Commission Law and the appointment of the first

eommivssion under the law, Jind it will surprise you. With Bob
l^a Follette telling the story, however, it is 'L' 'L' 'L'—nobody
did anything hut I -Boh La Follette.'

Van Hise Publically Arinounces That the University is in

Politics.

"There is another matter that La Follette touches upon in

that Evening Post interview that is becoming veiy interesting

to the taxpayers; and that is the secret, but to many, well-

known political partnership betw«'<'n him and President Van

Hise of the State University.

"Again (pioting fi-om the P^vening; Post interview: On page

four, second column, La Follette says: 'Careful and thorough-

going investigation and the solution of legislative problems

upon a scientific basis—laboratory work in which the experts

of the State University and the representatives of the people

work in harmony—that is our way of doing things in Wis-

consin.' Keep that about the State University in your minds

while I quote from the other partner. Here are some extracts

from the commencement address of President Van Hise. made
at the Universitv June '22nd, 1910.
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" 'But a university must insist tliat the whole donmin of

physical and human phenomana belong' within its scope—piii'e

science, applied science, POLITICS, morals, religion, are proper

fields of study for a university. Shall a university be free to

teach that a certain practice in agriculture is wrong and advo-

cate a new and improved practice, and the same princii)les not

apply to POLITICS and morals. * * * The unrest which

has characterized the first decade- of the twentieth century has

led to many proposals in many fields.
* * * With refer-

ence to such conditions, it has sometimes been .said that a uni-

versity should keep hands off; that it .should take no part in

their consideration; that it should let the battle be fought

without any attempt at h>adership. THIS POSITION THE

IIXIVEKSITY AUTHORITIES AND ITS P^RIENDS MUST
FIRMLY RESIST.'

"
'In times of unrest, when new and important issues are

arising, when old convictions are being ciuestioned, is a time

when men of learning who know history, who should know the

facts broadly, and who have no other motive than the greatest

good of the greatest number, should be absolutely free. If at

times those who should be leaders do not throw their intellect

and influence in the right direction, there is danger that dema-

gogy and passion may lead in wrong directions with resultant

disaster. It is because of the general unrest that I again formu-

late the principh's in reference to a free university, well estab-

lished for a hundred years, lest by any deviation from it at a

critical time, the University of Wisconsin shall fail to do its

duty to the state and nation.
" * * Times of unrest are not

the times for the univei'sity to trim ; they are times to set eveiy

sail, from the main to the sky-sails, that all may draw. The

state has a right to demand of the university expert.^service in

586820
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valuing a public utility; it has equally the right to demand

expert service in POLITICS and sociology.'

"That, gentlemen, is the pu])lic, unreserved statement, that

the State T^niversity is in politics; and we know that it is La

FoUette politics, the most partisan brand of politics that the

people of the state ever knew. .Men of all parties pay taxes

to support the University; and yet here is its president, a

violently partisan politician of the La Follette brand, openly

using the I'niversity in support of factional politics and pro-

claiming his sacred right to do so.

"Let us examine into the position Van Ilise is placed by this

declaration of political activity by the University—and that

means the University authorities—coupled with the well-known

facts in the case. All through La Follette 's political work in

Wisconsin, Van Ilise has l)een his secret, but none the less

efficient political aid.

"The Univer.sity belongs to the state and all the property in

the state is taxed to support it. Under the administration of

Van Hise it is an enormously expensive proposition, and the

costs of running the institution are increa,sing at a tremendous

rate. For the school year of 1893-4 the cost of running the

University was -1^898,748.63. For the school year of 1908-4 tht>

cost was $771,053.36. For the school year of 1909-10 the cost

was about $1,797,000. This was a jump in the University ex-

penses of over $1,000,000 per year at the end of the six-year

period during which the La Follette-Van Hise-University com-

bination had been constructing their machine and making sure

their grip upon the political and taxing power of the state. I

have not the figures for 1910-11, but it will run over two mil-

lion dollars, and, no doubt, the cost of 1911-12 will i-un near

$2,500,000.
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"Van Hise is employed by the state; his salary is i)ai(l hy

taxes collected from men who are members of all political par-

ties; and yet, along with La Follette's statement to the Satur-

day Evening Post man that the University is his political aid,

comes this public, unequivocal declaration by President Van

llisc that the University is in politics; and it is so well-known as

to be beyond dispute that it is La Pollette politics.

"If needed, there are plenty- cf other proofs of the political

partnership between La Follette and the University manage-

ment. Now that A. R. Hall, the veteran anti-corporation legis-

lator is dead, W. D. Hoard of Port Atkinson, who, long before

La Follette was known in the work, took a prominent part in

the earlier movements to reform corporation abuses, is the

oldest in point of service of the old-time reformers, or pro-

gressives, as the men of the new generation of reformers call

themselves. The older generation of reformers were not in the

work for personal gain. They were not seeking to build up new

parties for themselves, nor did they seek to create factional

breaks in the old parties that they might gain personal profit

from the strife. Their work was sincere
;
and though they were

not able to accomplish very much, some things they did do
; they

started the work, put it on a solid foundation, and left with

men of all parties in abiding faith in their sincerity.

"Mr: Hoard was the founder and is the editor of Hoard's

Dairyman, the leading authority on dairying and dairy farming
in the United States. He was governor of the state for the term

of 1889-90; has always-been the farmer's champion and friend;

no man stands higher in the estimation of the people ;
and no

man can say aught against his personal integrity. He was La

Follette's most able supporter until 1906, when, having resigned

as governor to become United States Senator, La Follette tried
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to beat former Lieutenant-Governor, now Governor Davidson,

out of the next term as governor—which all fair-minded men

believed was his due—and make Lenroot governor.

"Abiding l\y his right of sense and .justice, Mr. Hoard re-

fused to follow La Follette's lead in the matter, but supported

Davidson. Any one who has kept track of political happenings

in Wisconsin for the past ten or twelve years Avill know what

happened to Mr, Hoard after that. La Follette had no more

time for him. He could not afford to l)reak with him openly,

however, his influence with the farmers was too great ; and he

feared his caustic pen. So Mr. Hoard remained on the Board of

University Regents.

"As Van Hise's intention to make the University a working

part of the La Follette machine became more and more ap-

parent, and all of the members appointed to the board were

seen to be mere 'La Follette men.' and the Board of Regents
which is, or should be, the governing authority of the Univer-

sity, was fast being made into an instrument for registering the

will of Van Hise, such old-tried members as Magnus Swenson

and W. D. Hoard could not remain longer on the board and

retain their self respect. Swenson went first, then Hoard.

Here is Hoard's letter of resignation to Governor McGovern :

"
'Fort Atkinson, Wis.. March 22nd, 1911.

" 'The Hon. Francis E. McGovern,
"

'Madison, Wis.

"'Sir:

I hereby tender my resignation from the Board of T^ni-

versity Regents, to take effect at once. Failing health and an

unwillingness to longer remain as a member of a body that has

lately been reconstructed upon the basis and for the purpase of
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political partisanship for the La Follette faction in politics are

my chief reasons for resigning.

'I do not believe that a great school like our University

can be wisely, honestly, or efficiently administered from so

narrow standpoint. Respectfully yours,

AY, D. Hoard.'

"Well, of c()urs<' iMr. Hoard started something. Mcliovern

rushed into print with vehement disclaimers against there being

anything political in either the appointments made to the board

or anything connected with the administration of the Univer-

sity. Then followed a hot newspaper controversy ;
but the

windup of it was that men who knew Mr. Hoard knew that he

told the truth. Magnus Swenson, who resigned before Mr.

Hoard, had given about the same reasons for his resignation ;

and people who had kept track of University matters knew that

when W. D. Hoard talked that way there was something in it.

Not long after his resignation—April 14th, 1911, the following

editorial from the pen of Mr. Hoard appeared in the Jefferson

County Union, a local paper published at Fort Atkinson, Wis. :

" 'How Innocent of Politics.'

" 'The great triumvirate that are at present controlling the

destinies of the Wisconsin, La Follette, Van Hise, and Mc-

Govern, all for its own sake they say and not for the sake of

La Folletteism, are three of the most innocent parties ever

caught with the goods in their possession. For the first we will

give him the credit of saying that he is too smart to open his

mouth when the charge of playing the game of politics is made
;

for he knows that all discerning men know that he never drew

a breath, or had a purpose, or made a move anywhere, that was

not steeped in politics of his own particular, selfish sort. Like

the Wolf, he knows that by this time, the wolfish nature of his
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politicvS is clear to all except the misguided voter who dreams

that he is an honest bell-weather. Witness his wolfish attacks

on the President, his disregard of the primary law or any other

true and lawful consideration that he thinks stands in the way
of his consuming ambition.

" 'But of the three, the most transparent and disingenuous

is Van Hise. He has lately been flooding the state with mimeo-

graph sheets, at the expense of the state, declaring that the

charges made by W. D. Hoard, of political purpose in the or-

ganization of the Board of Regents were false. As for himself,

he says that he is no politician. Oh, no I He wouldn't know

a politics from a Dinosaurus if he should meet the two on tlu^

University campus. His whole life and purpose is given up to

the loftiest ideals concerning the University and the throwing

up of conservation earth-works from behind which he can send

out covert attacks on Ballinger and other public officials, and

bring in Pinchot and the other La Follette politicians who nre

following the fortunes of the man who made him president of

the University.
" 'The other day he was at Oyster Bay, urging Roosevelt

to cast his lot with La Follette and the insurgents, using his

position as the head of the Wisconsin University, and the money

paid him by the state to attend to the interests of the institu-

tion, to play a part in the game of La Follette politics. Oh,

no ! the University is not being used for politics. Van Hise

don't know one politics from another, and McGovern hasn't

selected a Board of Regents at his solicitation who he fondly

hoped would stand by him in his deep laid game of prostituting

the University to the uses of a politicial faction. Was there

ever a cat with her head over a cream pitcher who could look

nioi-c innocent of designs on the aforesaid cream or mew more
^
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disinterestedly than can Van Hise? The old Board of Regents

stood up against him in his schemes and did what they conld to

keep him in his place. It remains to be seen whether the

present board will control the University and the President, as

the law directs, or whether it will Ijc turned over to La Follette,

Van Hise, and McCJovern, as a plaything in the interests of

insurgent politics.'
"

"Mr. Hoard was for a long 'time a member of the Board of

Regents of the University, president of the board for several

years; and he did far more than any one to bring the Agri-

cultural Department of the Ihiiversity to its present high state

of efficiency. He was La Follette 's most efficient backer until

the Lenroot-Davidson campaign of 1906
; he has no designs for

political advancement, either for himself or any of his friends;

his personal integrity has never been questioned ;
and when he

talks like that, he has good and sufficient grounds for his

accusations. Now go back to La Follette 's story to the Evening
Post man about his faction working with the experts of the

State University, and you must be very dull indeed, all of you,

if you cannot see the connection.

"The chai-gc has been made by high authority that, by its

constant encroachments upon the authority of the regularly

constituted officers in charge of the state's public school system,

as well as its constant meddling into the general internal affairs

of Wisconsin, the University under Van Hise is fast reaching a

position to dominate the whole state. History tells us of many
nations having been ruled by the church, always with resulting

disaster in the end. Priests arul college professors are alike in

being nearly all—narroAv. At tliis late day in the centuries, do

the people of Wisconsin wish to revert back to ancient or

medieval times "l

' '



CHAPTER V.

The Organization.

"The La Pollette org:anization is often referred to. in eon-

versation and in the pnblie press; but so secret is its work and

so perfect is the discipline in its ranks that no one who has not

been on the inside can have any idea as to Avhat the thing really

i^s. In fact, most 'La Follette men outside of the ring' would

resent the insinuation that there is anything secret about it :

and they cannot be made to comprehend the way the voters are

being fooled and the electorate board with double-knotted

bonds.

"The state organization is made uj) of many minor organ-

izations, or units; each luiit—except in llie larger cities—being

usually comprised in a single voting precinct, t^ach minor or-

ganization is independent of all the others and takes its orders

direct from the Inner Circle, with headcpiarters at ^ladison.

The work of the minor organizations is as follows: I will de-

scribe the work and handling of a unit, comprising a city of

about 3,000 inhabitants, polling 500 votes in the primary elec-

tion of 1910; this unit being run by the local La Follette boss,

assisted by about a dozen 'workers.'

"When the time arrived to begin on the pvinuiry eh'ction

campaign, this band of 'La Follette men' assembled in an upper

room, safely guarded from observation or intrusion. Having

previously received his orders from the Inner Circle, the local

boss gave them an outline as to whom they were to snpport for

the different state officers, United States Senator, Congressman.

Assemblyman and State Senator.

106
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"You will bear in mind that, except in the cases of the

county officers. Avhich are usually disposed of by the local

county organizations, these little matters as to whom the 'La

FoUette men' are to support at the primary elections are worked

out for them by the Inner Circle; thus taking' all of this ))rain

work from the heads of the dear 'common people' and leaving

them free to devote their time and strength to their allotted

tasks of hustling around to raise money to pay their taxes.

"Properly instructed, the workers begin. The poll lists—or

copies of them—from the spring election, had ])een previously

obtained, and the names were rf^id otf and tabulated under the

following- plan: All who were considered to be good 'La

Follette men,' who could not be swerved by any consideration,

were put on one list: another list contained all who were con-

sidered to be dead sure against them. As there was no use of

wasting time or money on the voters in those two cla^sses, this

process of elimination simplified the task of the workers very

much. In this city with about 500 voters, something over 800

were thus eliminated, leaving less than '200 to be handled by the

boss and his workers. Then the names of new comers into the

city since the spring election were cai'(^fully listed, catalogued,

and added to the proper lists.

"When this work was finished, the boss said: 'Nom^ Joe

will read off the names of the uncertain voters and the floaters.

and when the name of a man is read that any one of you thinks

he can handle, or if he knows any one outside that he thinks

can handle him, say so and put him on your list for work.'

"In this way, the different lists were gone over and each

'M'orker' was given a certain number of the doubtful and un-

certain voters to handle. Under this system, as worked in

every voting precinct in the state, every voter who is not known
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to be dead sure, for, or against them, is listed, catalogued, aud

has a man placed over him to 'handle' him. Do you wonder

now at the ability of the La Follette Organization to poll its

solid vote for a dead man, as was done for dead man Tucker,

candidate for Attorney-General in the primary election of 1910?

"This work, you understand, is all 'star chamber' work, and

onl}- the local bosses and workers and the members of the Inner

Circle at AVashington and Madison know what is going on.

And yet, as he adjusts his halo to its proper relation to his

pompadour. Bob La Follette claims, on the Chautauqua lecture

platforms, in his articles and interviews in the muckrake mag-

azines, and in his stump speeches out in the rural districts, that

'The people rule'—in Wisconsin.

"When there is any special work to ])e done, as in the case

of polling the La Follette vote for dead man Tucker, the Inner

Circle sends out notices to the local l)osses of the different

precincts as to what is to l>e done, and the matter is attended to

without fail. In the case of the primary election of 1910, a

majority of the Republican votes could have been polled for the

dead man with one day's notice as well as with three. And yet,

at every possible opportunity, La Follette tells it to the people

of the nation that 'the people rule'—in Wisconsin.

"As much as to anything, the dreadful efficiency of the La

Follette organization is due to its extreme simplicity. There is

no red tape, no intermediate, complicated channels of communi-

cation through which orders must go from 'headquarters' to

the local bosses. When the Inner Circle has decided upon

whom they want for United States Senator, Congressman, or

state officers, secret advises are sent direct to the precinct man-

agers, either by special messenger or other secret methods of

communication, as to whom the support of the organization is
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to be given, and the work is done. In most cases no explana-

tion need be given, no reasons assigned, simply 'orders.'

"Much of this messenger work between the Inner Circle and

the precinct managers is done by the many minor state officers

whose traveling expenses, even while engaged in this private

work, are paid by the state. This fact is not generally known,

and most people would not believe it if the fact were given the

widest publication, bnt to my personal know^ledge, state officers

whose offices are at Madison, some of them drawing high sal-

aries, have spent weeks at a time traveling about the state doing

nothing but attending to political work for La Follette and the

other state officers, in the interest of the Organization. And
not only their salaries, but their traveling expenses as well have

been paid by the state while engaged in this work. These cases

are above, and different, from those of the oil inspectors, game

wardens, and other minor officials whose use as political workers

pure and simple are so notorious as to be beyond comment,

even.

"Usually in the cases of the more important state officers,

and always in the cases of candidates for United States Senator

or Congressman, the big boss at Washington gives his orders to

the Inner Circle as to who is to be given their support in

primary campaigns; as that tight litle bunch of office-hold(^rs

is just as much subject to La Follette 's orders as are the man-

agers of the precinct organizations to the Inner Circle. After

the members of the Inner Circle are told what they are to do,

they notify the precinct bosses what the game is and, except in

exceptional cases, they need not bother any more about it, but

are free to resume their normal and regular occupations of

drawing their salaries.
' '

"But you have not told us, Scllciii, how tlie workers in these
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local orj^anizations are kept in line. It has been my observation

that political workers must, in some way, be paid for their work

if they are to be kept in line."

"Thnt is the rule, Mr. Strike, and this case is no exception:

but political obligations may be paid in various ways. Some

of these petty bosses and workers are county officers, some are

town and city officers ; and many, very many, of them hold some

of the many offices and 'jobs' that have been progressively,

thoughtfully, and systematically provided by La FoUette and

his organization since they have been 'progressing' in our state.

The greater part of the legislative work of the past two sessions

has been devoted to providing for these good 'La Follette men.'

You will havt' no difficulty in recalling many of these new state

official 'snaps'; they include game wardens, oil and factory

inspectors, members of the many different state boards, bureaus,

I heir employes, and hangers-on, the principals and subordinates

of the many state commissions, their thousands of clerks, in-

spectors, stenographers, bookkeepers, portei-s, aiul men-of-all-

work.

"Out in the state, many of the workers and backers are

supporters of the higher state officials and are usually taken

care of by their superiors in one way and another—but always
at the ultimate expense of the taxpayer.

' '

Others of the workers '

live in hopes.
'

Knowing that
'

good

things' are always in the making, would-be office holders are

content to 'stay in line' and work for the Organization with the

promise that when anything good opens up that they can handle

they shall have it.

"Much of the pay for political services is by appointment
to more or less official positions in and around the capitol during
sessions of the Legislatiii-e. These are all promised far in ad-
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vance, however, ;iiul if any i^ood and true 'La Follctir iiiaii'

—not a reonlar worker nor an office-holder—does not know

that all of the Legislative positions are parcelled out and

promised by the professional politicians far l)ack during the

campaign, let him, any time after the November elections make

application for one of these legislative positions; and note what

a nice, smoothly-Avorded t3q3ewritten letter he will get in reply,

telling him that the writer is -awfully sorry, but there are so

many applications for the position
—in fact all of the positions

—
that anti-date his that, etc., etc..— ! A little experience along

this line as to this particular political game will probably teach

him that all of these legislative 'positions' are reserved for

paying political debts; and the corrupt practices act does not

touch this form of compensation for political work.

"The whole business is of the 'star chamber' order, hidden

and misleading; and for the past ten to twelve years, the voters

of the state have been misled and fooled, and the state has been

ruled by a little oligarchy of less than twenty men dominated

by Bob La FoUette; and the taxpayers of the state are |3aying

tribute to the amount of several million dollars each year as the

price of that kind of ring rule. The election machinery is so

fixed by the primary election law that La Follette, or any man
whom he favors, can take any office in the state, or in the gift

of the state, and no one can say him nay; and this little

oligarchy composed of a few persistent office holders at Madison

and Washington rule the state with as much certainty as the

Czar and the Grand Dukes rule Russia."

"That is an utterly absurd statement, Mr. Sellem. Why do

you say such things when, under the opeiation of the pi'imary

election law, as has l)een shown many times by Senator La
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Follette and the other Progressive statesmen, the people—the

common people
—rule as never before."

"No doubt you think so, Elder, but will you believe me if I

show you, from the official records, that under the primary

election law, five-sixths of the voters of the state never have

anything to say as to who the Tnited States Senators from

the state shall be. who any of the state officers shall be, who

s\va\\ make the laws and say lu)w the public funds of the state

shall be expended?"

"No, sir! I do not think it possible for me to believe any

such utterly absurd and unreasonable thing as that, no matter

what proofs you give to support your statements."

"No. Elder, I did not expect that you could be brought to

l)elieve anything to tlie discredit of your idol. Like most good

'La Follette men' no proof of wrong-doing on the part of Saint

Bob make any impression on your mind. Like king-worship-

ping sycophants of monarchial countries, you believe that 'the

king can do no Avrong'; but the cold facts of the case are that a

small minority, never exceeding one-sixth of the legal voters of

the state, effectually
—and to the most of the 'La Follette men'

—unsuspectingly, handled by the small coterie of office-holders

at Madison and Washington, are able, by the peculiar and effi-

cient working of the primary election law, to select the encum-

bents of the higher state offices, dictate the making of the laws,

say how much money shall be collected from the people in the

form of taxes, and for what purposes it shall be expended.

This means that an oligarchy of a very few men, the most of

whom may not be even state officers, rule the state, and it also

means that, to all inleiits jind purposes, at every stale election

five-sixths of the voters are disenfranchised.

"Mere assertions will not convince you of this almost uu-
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Ix'lievable state of affairs that La Folletteisni as hrouulit upon

onr state, and I will give yon the proofs. In order to prove

to yon that the primary election law acts automatically to en-

,snre minority rnle ; that it works to that end in the hands of its

enemies as well as its friends nnder similar conditions, and

that, conse(|nently, it mnst have been designed for the pnrpose ;

that this peculiar action of the law cannot have been accidental,

hut that it nnist have been designed for that very purpose by

Hob La FoUette when he constructed it, so that he and his

followers, while constituting but a small fraction of the voters

should be able to rule the state ; I will give you, from the state

records, the history of the tirst primary election, that of 1906.

when Governor Davidson, bitterly opposed by La Follette and

his followers, was a candidate for renomination. I. L. Lenroot,

the opposing candidate, was backed by La Follette, and the

Pompadoured One never worked harder in his political life than

he did in the first campaign under the primary election law.

"As returned by the state board of canvassers, th(>re were

206,345 votes cast for the four candidates for governor, in that

primary electi(ni, divided among the candidates for the four

principal political parties. James 0. Davidson, having received

a majority of the Republican votes, was declared the nominee.

By the state census figures there were approximately 638,000

males of voting age in the state in 1906. The 109,583 votes

that Avere cast for Davidson at that primary -election of 1906

that gave him the nomination and, under existing political con-

dition, ensured his election as governor, wer^ .jnst about one-

sixth of the legal voters in the state; and J)r'actical]y the same

figures appl\- to the other state officers who were nominated and

elected on the same Republican ticket.

"The gist of La Follette 's contention in support of the
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principle of the primary election law is that the selection, the

nomination of the men who go before the electorate of the state

as the nominees for the different offices at the regular state

election is the real, the vital part of the election machinery.

Where, in this method of selection of the most important officers

of the state, only one-sixth of thc^ voters express their prefer-

ence for these particular candidates, can it be truly said that

they are the people's choice? Should 15 per cent, of the voters

be allowed to speak for the other 85 per cent, who do not like

that way of selecting their rulers?"

"Well, I must confess that it should not lu' that way."
"And yet, in spite of the tierce political battle that was on

that year, the records show that, out of 638.528 voters in the

state, only 206.345 of all parties took enough interest in the

matter to vote. This, and the official records of all succeeding

primary election, prove, bevoiid all (juestion. that from four-

fifths to five-sixths of the voters will not leave their

employment and business to participate in political

fights any oftener than they consider necessary. They
will turn out for the spring elections and for the

I'egular state and national election in November in fairly

good force ; but they will not put in a great part of the busiest

seasons of the year camping out on the political warpaths at the

behests of the politicians.

"This situation was well-known to Tja Follette: he knew

that setting the date of the primary elections in the early fall

would mean a very small vote : so small that, with his highly

disciplined organization, the ranks of the Republican party split

wide open by the factional fight that he had engineered, he

would always be able to nominate his men for the offices. Any
man who cannot see that does not care to see.
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"Things did not work ont just as La Follette had expected

in that primary election of 1906. His plans were correctly

made, all right, as has been shown by succeeding elections und^'r

the law; and the reason it failed liiiii that time was due to a

couple of breaches of faith on his part.

"James 0. Davidvson had been a reformer and had held high

office long before La Follette butted into the game. He was

very strong with his countrymen and. as it was thought he

would add strength to the ticket, he was put on as candidate for

Lieutenant-Governor at La Follette 's urgent request. When
La Follette resigned to become Senator, he became Governor

by action of law; and La Follette 's attempt to side-track him

and make Lenroot governor was condemned by many of his (La

Follette 's) strongest supporters. Tliat was one breach of faith.

Then. W. D. Connor, the man who managed and largely

financed La Follette 's campaigns for four of the most critical

years of his political life, had been driven from his side by
various acts of bad faith and broken promises when La Follette

thought he could get along without him : Connor managed
Davidson's campaign; he was, and is the best political manager
in the state ; and Davidson won by a large majority. 109,588

votes were polled for Davidson, 61,178 for Lenroot. Consider-

ing the bitter tight that was on between the two factions, you
will not dispute me, Elder, when I say that these 61,178 men
who voted for Lenroot did not want Davidson for governor?"

"No, you are probably correct in that."

"At the regular November election following, 135,765 votes

were polled for other than the Republican candidate's for gov-

ernor. You will also concede that these voters did not Avant

Davidson for governor?"

"Yes, I will concede that, also."
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"109,588 votes east for Davidson, in llic pi'iniary of 1!)10,

gave him the nomination and assnred his election. At the No-

vember election 135,764 votes v^ere east for other candidates for

governor than Davidson ; this number of votersS, with the

61,178 Lenroot men who. by their votes in September, said they

did not want Davidson for governor, foot np to 196,964 anti-

Davidson votes cast in the elections that fall. Now, will yon

kindly tell ns, Elder, what there is fair about an election law

that can force the people of a state to accept a man for governor

when almost two-thirds of those voting protested, in the only

way the law allows, against accepting him as their ruler."

"W-hy—I must take time to study the question before I

answer. I never looked at it in that way before."

"What applies to governor applies as well to the other

state officers. Congressmen, and United States Senatoi'. ^'our

Saint Bob claims the primary election law as his invention. Do

you believe that as skilled in all kinds of political contrivances

as he is, that he did not know that it would Avork that way ;

and that the full and necessary effect of the law in operation

would be to give his little faction of the Republican party full

control of the state and, incidentally, disenfranchise about five-

sixths of the voters?"

"Really, Mr. Sellem, I am not prepared to pas«s upon that

question at this time; but it certainly looks as though he must

have known what the full effect of the law must be.
' '

"But there is more yet to this business and worse. In 1906

there were 638,528 males of voting age in the state. Deducting
the 109,583 who voted for Davidson from this leaves 528,945

voters who either voted against Davidson or who did not vote

at all at the primary election
;
and practically the same figures

apply to the other state officers. So that at that first primary
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election under tlic law a})Out five-sixths of the men in the state

of voting age had 110 affirmative hand in selecting the men who

were to rule the state for the next two years. Under such con-

ditions, can you truly say with La Follette : 'The people

rule?'
"

"As you state the case, it would seem that they do not; and

I do not see how to refute your arguments. I need to look up

authorities and study the questicm."
"
Certainly,.take all the time you need : but the figures I give

you are from the Blue Book and official records and you will not

be able to get around them. What I am getting at is this: the

theory of a republican form of government is that the officers

of the state are selected at stated intervals by the votes of a

majority of the ciualified electors. Am I correct?"

"Yes, that is as I understand it."

"Then under a system in which practically five-sixths of the

voters have nothing to say as to who their rulers shall be ;
who

shall make the laws or what the laws shall be : how much shall

be collected by taxation and how the money shall be expended,

is Wisconsin now under a republican form of government?"

"It would seem that it is not."

"An oligarchy is a state in which the governing power is in

the hands of a few men
; and, looked at from the point of view

of morality as well as from that of the well-being of the p('o})l(',

it is more objectionable even than an absolute monarchy. The

despotic ruler is responsible to no one for his acts, and be he

good or bad, self-interest will lead him to take fairly good care

of the material interests of his people. In an oligarchy, however,

where the governing power is in the hands of a few men.

the responsibility for the material welfare of the people is en-

tirely lacking; and each meiiibci" of the oligarchial crowd is
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l)()nnd to devote the most of his time to feathering his own nest.

This leads to extravagance, lavish expenditure of the public

funds, with the necessary results of a constantly increasing tax

rate. Note the definition of an oligarchy given in Webster's

dictionary: 'A form of government in which the supreme

power is in the hands of a few men; a state so governed.'

Pinned right down to bottom facts, is not that jiust about what

we have in Wisconsin to-day?"

"It comes very near that, I must confess." •

"And yet, on the rostrums of the nation, in his La FoUette's

Weekly, in The Saturday Evening Post, and the other muckrake

magazines. Bob La Pollette is continually telling the people of

the nation that a candidate nominated for office by his primary

election law is the people's choice. Next to the curious fact

that so many otherwise sharj) renders and investigators accept

these bare statements, unchallenged and uninvestigated, I won-

der at the man's audacity. He must know that some time the

truth must be known.

I take the case of Governor Davidson and the primary elec-

tion of 1906 as an illustration because that was the first election

under the law; it was in full operation as La Follette had

planned it; and Davidson was bitterly fought by the author of

the law and his followers. The result showed that the law is

automatic in its operation, working out the same way in the

hands of its friends or its enemies. With the law in operation a

good orator and skillful politician can create a factional break

in the dominant party; build up an organization controlling the

stronger faction ; and while having in its following no more

than one-fifth to one-sixth of the voters of the state, easily get

and retain political control.

"Bearing this in mind, you older men will recall that, away
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systematic campaign, bavin'*- for its purpose—as we can now

see—the creation of a factional break in the ranks of the Ke-

publiean party. This is noAv rather old political history and

will not be remembered by the yonnijer men ; ])ut they will re-

call that, of bite years, not only has La Follette sternly vetoed

every attempt made by Republicans, tired of the factional

strife, to re-unite the divided wings of the party; but he has

publically proclaimed that, of all things, he wanted no getting

together of the divided factions.

"His apparently peculiar stand on this question will be

readily understood when we consider that anything tending to

lessen or heal the factional breach meant the lessening of his

control or the losing of it altogether.

"In view of this, is it too much to say that he has been

carrying on a systematic campaign for the stirring up of fac-

tional strife in the party all these years with the object of its

division into two rival camps; so that he in control of one

faction, with his primary election law and its bear-trap action,

should be able to rule the state? In the light of recent happen-

ings, and with our growing knowledge of the wonderful gift for

political inventions, and his ability to forecast the future, pos-

sessed by the Pompadoured One, I think it is very plain that

therein lies the cause of all of our party quarrels of the past ten

or twelve years.

"While, in all of hi«s allusions to the wing of the Republican

party not controlled by him. La Follette goes to the limit of

bitterness, towards the Democrats—previous to the primaiy

elections—he uses wheedling tones; calling them 'Fair-minded

Democratics' and other nice sounding names, hoping to coax

them over into his ranks. Tens of thousands of Democratic
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voters Avho are smart enough and ought to have been able to

recognize it as a bunco game of the first class, have 'fallen for

it'; and have voted for La FoUette and his men at every

primarj^ election until they have practically destroyed the once

great Democratic party organization in the state.

"In the case of the primary election of 1906, I have shown

you how the law worked with La Follette's enemies in control

of the state organization; now, by the primary election of 1910.

I will show you how it works with La Follette and his followers

in control. In this illustration I will use the old, well-know^n

names, Stalwart and Halfbreed to designate the two factional

Avings of the Republican party.

"At the primary election of 1910, McGovern, Halfbreed

candidate for governor, polled 82,265 votes
;
Fairchild, Stalwart

candidate, 55,933. With a normal voting strength of over

176.000, the once great Democratic party of Wisconsin polled

only 48,071 votes for its candidate for governor; and except for

the campaign work of Democratic candidates for county officers,

I doubt if there would have been 5,000 Democratic votes cast in

the state in that primary election.

"Do 3^0 consider it a good j)o]itical condition when the laws

of a state are so manipulated hy a factional political organiza-

tion that a great political party, comprising, under normal con-

ditions, nearly one-half of the voters, finds itself so nearly shut

out by the election laws from taking any part in the govern-

ment that rules and taxes them, that its members nearly all

decline to take the trouble to vote at a state-wide election?"

"Well, Sellem, allowing that your figures are correct, it does

seem that it is not exactly right that it should be that way."
"Under existing conditions, the 82.265 votes cast for j\Ic-

Govern in that primary election of 1910, made his election sure
;
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the regular Republicans or Stalwarts, who voted ag-ainst him

being the same class as the Democrats—outside the fold.

W. H. Lewis, who was running as an ind('peudent, but posing as

a 'La Follette man,' probably received some Halfbreed votes

that would, olliciwisc, have gone to M<'< iovt'i'u ; and we will add

nioiigh iralfbrcrd votes from that source to McGovern's to

make 85,000. As the fight the Stalwarts under Clonnor wei-e

making for Faircliild made it necessary for the Halfbreeds to

vote every man they coidd, we have in 85.000 the entire voting

strength of the La Follette machine. As a candidate for United

States Senator La Follette polled 142,978 votes; but the fifty

odd thousand votes would be accounted for by his old 'Fair-

minded Democratic' friends, as has always been the case when

La Follette has been a candidate himself.

"In 1910 there were 688,748 men of voting ag(^ in the state.

85,000 from 688,000 leaves 598,000. Now, isn't it queer that

these 598,000 men in the state who are not 'La P'ollette nu^n'

should, without protest or action, accept La Follette 's dictiun

and announcement to the world that his little contingent of

about 85,000 voters—about fourteen per cent, of the whole—are

'the people'; and that his candidates for state officers, nominated

by several thousand less than that inimber and elected by fcu'ce

of political circumstances, are Mbe i)eoi)le's choice?' Will he

ever explain that the choice is really made l)y only about twelve

to fourteen per cent, of the people? IIow long will it be before

these 598.000 people in the state who do not sneeze every time

Bob La Folltte takes snutf get 'wise' to the situation, see what

a gigantic l)lutf this Avhole La Follette business is and—call it?

"Out in Oregon, under chief reformer Bourne, they also have

the primray election law, together with a few other frills that

La Follette has not annexed yet, but Ik^ is going to. Same
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situation there in regard to a little factional minority of the

Republican party running the state. Same thing is going to

happen there some time to Jonathan that is going to happen
to Bob in the Badger state. They are going to get it under the

operation of a wise old law which Lincoln is credited with put

ting into word form. 'You can fool all of the people some of

the time, and some of the people all of the time; but yon can't

fool all of the people all of the time.'

"Now, Ekier. with only 82,265 votes cast for him at that

primary election of 1910, and about the same number for his

associates on the ticket made rules of the state for the ensuing

two years, and the other five hundred odd thousand so cut out

by the operation of the election laws that they had nothing to

say about the matter, do you continue to claim that we are now

living under a Republican form of government in this state?"

"As to that I am not positive I need time to strdy on the

question."

"If Wisconsin, with its large territory and its population of

2,333,000, were an independent nation, and the laws were such

that one-sixth of the population ruled the other five-sixth, how

far would it be from an oligarchy, like Russia under the Czar

and the Grand Dukes?" Never mind answering that, Elder,

that is rather too stifi" a one.

"The answer to the question, 'What is the matter with Wis-

consin?' can be answered by one word,—La Folletteism. If

the 'man from Mars.' hearing the word for the first time, should

inquire: 'What is La Folletteism?' the answer would be that

it is a state of mind, superinduced by a bluff.

"However, the present condition will not continue in-

definitey. Suppose that, in the 1912 campaign, the Democratic

party should resurrect from the near death condition to which
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it has been reduced by La Follette's 'Fair-minded Democrat'

dagger, make a state-wide campaion, with a ticket made up

of such a fine body of men as they can easily get with the

material they have to draw from ; suppose the rank and file

should turn out and support the ticket as they used to do before

they fell under the wiles of the tempter; and suppose that a few

good organizers, from the ranks of the 150,000 disenfranchised

Republicans in the state, should line up their fellow political

outcasts and show them that the only way to knock out the

La Follette outfit and restore popular government to the state

would be to all vote the Democratic ticket at the November

election.

"And then, suppose the victorious Democrats should follow

out the old political doctrine that to the victors belong the

spoils, and take everything in sight—not nailed down? What
terrible sounds would fill the air. For weeks and months, the

wails, shrieks, and groans of 'uplifters' being jerked, pried,

wrenched, and otherwise separated from their 'jobs' would well

up through the forty miles of atmosphere and roll off in

tumultuous waves of agony into the airless space beyond.

"Something like that may happt n in the near future, and

then the voters of the state will awaken to the fact that is well

known now to a few clear-headed, thinking men; that this whole

La Follette business, this ruinous domination of our state, by a

gang of politcal highbinders, is nothing more than a gigantic

bluff, worked upon them by a highly disciplined organization

under a few skillful leaders : the whole comyjrising no more than

one-sixth of the voters of the state.

"There is a sui-e way to do the trick at the next election, if

properly handled. I am not in that line of business, but I will

tell you how it can be done. Let the regular Republicans of the
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state use their influence to bring out good-level-headed Demo-

cratic candidates in all of the senate and assembly districts.

Then see that the same kind of men are brought out as candi-

dates for all of the state ofticers on the Democratic ticket. If

that is done, and a little organization work is done, there are at

least 75,000 Republicans in the state who will go into the Demo-

cratic primaries and vote for the above mentioned Democratic

candidates. Of course, as practical politicians never learn that

an 'issue' has petered out until it kicks them, there will be a full

complement of Democratic candidates, campaigning under La

Follette's copyrighted issues; but if the thing is managed the

way I outline, pretty near the full ticket all the way through,

of the level-headed Democratics will be nominated. Then there

will be 75,000, maybe 100,000 of the lonely, disenfranchised

Republicans who will vote the Democratic ticket at the Novem-

ber election. That is the way to 'Turn the rascals out.' AVill

it be done?

"With the primary election laM" working for them with the

dread certainty of a bear trap, one would suppose that La Fol-

lette and his 'men' would be content to let it go at that and

let the other fellows have the ghostly chance that is left.

Hardly. They are so hoggish that they take it all. Even with

their perfect organization and discipline, assisted by the ma-

chinery of the primary election law, there was just a bare pos-

sibility as in 1910 when Tucker, their candidate for attorney-

general, committed suicide three, days before the election, that

the regular Republican candidate for one of the important

offices might poll more votes than the La Follette candidate.

To cover this possible contingency, La Follette invented the

Mary Ann improvement.

"The 'Mary Ann' bill, introduced at the legislative session



THE WAYBxiCK CLUB. '25

of 1907, pushed by La Follette and his followers with all of the

force and ability they conld muster; beaten by the superior

greneralship of W. U. Connor; put in the mill again at the session

of 1911, and enacted into law because La Follette now gets

anything that he wants, is a fit complement of the primary

election law. The Mary Ann law provides that, at the primary

election, the voter may register his first and second choice for

the candidates on the official ballo.t. On the face of it, this does

not seem to be any worse than unnecessary. An analysis of the

law, however, shows that, concealed in its complicated provi-

sions, there is, as in all of this La Follette business, a hidden,

sinister motive. The 'nigger in the woodpile' of the Maiy Ann

law is that in case there is danger that some other than the

La Follette candidate for office may get a majority of the votes,

the thing is fixed so that a party or faction with a good working

organization can so manipulate matters that the candidate

polling the second highest number of votes may be given the

official nomination."

"Mr. Sellem, you are certainly mistaken. Such a thing is

absurd."

"I expected to be hearing from you along about here. Elder,

but probably every other member of the club also thinks it is

absurd. I have here a copy of the Mary Ann, or second choice

law. with the official diagrams; I will give you a stated case

worked out under the law and leave you to decide as to whether

my statement is correct or not.

"For illustration I will use a hypothetical case of the

primary election of 1912; using the old names Stalwart and

Halfbreed to designate the two wings of the Republican party.

We will assume that there will be both Stalwart and Halfbreed

candidates for governor. After the thing gets lined up, the
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Halfbreed leaders decide that there i«s danger that the Stalwart

candidate for g-overnor may poll a majority of the Republican

votes.

"Here is where the beauties of the Mary Ann laAv admits

possibilities for use by the faction of a party in control of a

strong workable organization comes in; and without a strong

organization under the most perfect discipline, such as La Fol-

lette has at hivS command, the law cannot be sure to work the

way its designer intended it to work. You will bear in mind

that under the provisions of the original primary election law.

the candidate receiving a plurality of the party vote at the

primary Avas declared the nominee, while under the second

choice law, it now requires a majority to nominate.

"Ordinarily, with two candidates of the same party in the

field, either one of the opposing candidates would consider that

he had a better show for the nominfttion than if there were

three or four candidates. Not so under the second choice law,

however, it was not made to work that way.

"In this case, scenting danger to their candidate, the Half-

breed leaders put two extra candidates for governor in the field.

At times one extra candidate would do to get the proper action

under the second choice law: l)ut I will follow the diagram

given in the law with four party candidates in the field—one

Stalwart and three Halfbreeds. In this case, A. B. Avill repre-

sent the Stalwart candidate, C. D. the Halfbreed candidate,

and E. F. and G. H. are dummies, members of the Inner Circle

or near to its councils who go in to register second choice votes

for C. D., the regular Halfbreed or La FoUette candidate.

"After the thiim is arranged, word is sent to the precinct

bosses all over the state that E. F. and (J. H. are dummies, and

that the game is to register as many second choice votes for
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C. i). as possible. We who know the discipline that exists in

the T^a Follette ranks, know that these orders will be obeyed.

"We will assnnie that the first choice votes cast at the

primary election in (juestion will be as follows:

A. B 80,000

CD 70,000

E. F 50,000

a. TT : 20.000

Total 220,000

first choice votes.

"Under the primary hiw as it stood in 1910, A. B., having

received a plnrality of the votes cast, would have been declared

the nominee; but the Mary Ann law i-eqnires a majority to

nominate, which neither candidate has, and there is no nomina-

tion; then comes in the thimblerigtiinu' of the 'Mai-y Ann' law's

second choice business.

"As it stands on the election sheets provided under the law,

the final summary of the votes cavst for the several candidates is

as follows :

First Choice Votes. Second Choice Votes.

A. B. CD. E. F. G.H.

A. B 80,000 20,000 25,000 15,000

CD...... 70,000 10,000 40,000 20,000

E. F 50,000 10,000 85,000 5,000

C. IT 20,000 5,000 10,000 5,000

Totals.. 25.000 65,000 70,000 40,000

"Section 3, Chap. 200, Laws of 1911, provides: 'Each

elector shall be entitled to designate en his ballot, in the man-
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ner herein provided, the name of his first choice and also the

name of his second choice as nominee for each office.'

'The voter shall mark his ballot in the followinc: manner

to indicate his first and second choice :

'(1) He shall place a cross (X), or otlier mark, in the first

colnnni after the name of his first choic<' candidate, and a ci'oss

(X), or other mark, in the second column after the name of his

second choice candidate. (2) He shall place but one mark in

any one designated space. (8) If a voter votes, either in the

first or second column, for two persons, such vote shall be

counted as a first choice vote for the person whose name appears

first in such column, and as a second choice vote for the person

•voted for whose name appears lower in such column.
'

"There is considerable more reading nmtter in here that is

not iiiatci-ial lo what I am cxphiiiiing t(t you, which I will onut

and go to section T) of 1 lu' cliaptci", introducing the colori'd

gctitlcmcn in the wood pile.

"Section 5 reads as follows: 'The state and county boards

of canvassers shall be guided by the following rules:
'

(a) If any candidate for any olfice receives a majority of

the first choice votes, he shall be declared the nominee -for such

office.

'

(b) If no candidate is thus nominated, drop the name of

the one having the least numlxM- of first choice votes and add

the second clioice votes cast by his supporters to the first choice

votes of the remaining candidates for Avhom they were cast.

'(c) If no candidate then has a majority, drop from the

i-emaining candidates the one having the least number of votes

then to his credit, and add tbe second choice votes cast by his

supporters to tin- votes of tbe remaining candidates foi' whom
the\' were cast.
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'

(d) Repeat this operation until some candidate has a ma-

jority, or until only two candidates remain. The one then

liaving the gi-catest number of votes to his credit shall be

declared lumiinali'd.
"

"TlieiT is ;i l(.l more of this sliilT, hill I li;iv<' m""1''<I ^'I' "''*'

applies to lilt' iiiatlcrs in hand.

"Now AVe will see how the tiling woi'ks out as provid<'d hy

the second choice law. lender the laws applicable to a Repub-

lican form of iiovei-nment, A. ^^.. who received 80,000 votes, ten

thousand moi-e than the next highest candidate, would have

been declared the nominee. Figuring, however, under the pro-

visions of the .Mary Ann law. A. 11 has 80,000 first choice votes,

1(1.000 second choice votes from men who voted for C. 1). as

first choice, 10.000 fi'om E. F. and o.OOO from (J. II., making a

total of lO.l.OOO votes counted for him under the law. ('. D..

the Ilalfbreed candidate, second on the first choice list, gets

70,000 first choice votes, 20,000 second choice votes from A. B.,

;:;5,000 from E. F., and 10,000 from G. II., a total of 135,000 first

and second choice votes. A. B., the Stalwart candidate, though

ten thousand more men voted for him as their first choice than

did for C D., is declared beaten and C. D. given the nomination

on the strength of the second choice votes gathered in for him

by the dummy candidates E. F. and G. II. This neutralization

of the real intent of the voters is made possil)le by the dis-

honest legerdemain of the 'JNIary Ann' law.

"Have you folloAved me. Elder?"

"Yes, I have folloAved you, and tliere is no (piestion tiiat

your conclusions are correct, that in a case of that hind nndej*

the second choice provisions of the Mary Ann law, the candi-

date receiving the highest numhei- ol' tirst choice votes would

lose the nomination."
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"It is so plain that no one can help seeing it; and I wonder

if vou cannot see, also, that the real intent of the Marv Ann law

is to make sure the permanent grip of the La Follette machine

upon the state. With their perfectly disciplined organization

containing about So, (»(>(» 'La Follette ineu.' nearly all of whom
have no party at laclimcnts hut \(»1(' as dii-tM-tt-d, it is only nt^ces-

sary to i)iit up, in addition to tiicir ae-tuai candidate, a couple

of dummy candidates \\ lio a it instructed to see that, as far as

possible, all who vote foi- IIumh as their tirst choice shall give

their second choice to ('. 1).. to give ('. D. second choice votes

enough, in addition to his solid phalanx of 'La Follette men's!

votes, to overwhehn any opposition candidate. Do you see

that, Elder?"

"I must confess that it looks that way."
"This 'JNIary Ann" law is the invention of l^ob La Follette;

vou do not denv that?"

"Here is a case of a candidate for an important public ot^ce

who is given the highest numl)er of votes by many thousands,

and yet is beaten for the nomination by an opposing candidate

through the dishonest, thimblerigging methods possible under

the second choice law. The way it is figured is this: First,

the La Follette candidate, ('. I)., is backed by a powei-ful, state-

wide and state-su})i)orted oi-ganization able to give him, on

orders, upwards of 70,000 first choice votes. Then there are

thousands of men Avho are not friendly to C. D., will not obey

the orders of the organization, but who are friendly to E. F.

l^roperly handled, many thousands of them can be induced to

vote for E. F. as their first choice and to cast their second

choice votes for ('. 1). So E. F. is put in as the first dummy
candidate to register second choice votes for C. D. This may
do the woi'k, but to mak<» snre, (i. Tl.. a member of the urganiza-
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tion, who is populaf Avitli a, certain nationality, or a certain

class, or in a certain secti(Mi of the state, is pnt in as the second

(lummy candidate; and he, also, is to induce his friends to give

llicii- second choice votes to C. D.

"That, gentlemen, is Ihc tlieory of the second choice law,

the purpose for which it was devised, and the way it works out

in practice. La Follette tells the dear people, and they fondly

believe, that he designed the law so as to give them more con-

trol over the nomination of candidates for office. So far from

that being true, the exact opposite is the purpose for which the

law was intended. The second choice law was intended to act

as a safety device for his machine when it seemed possible that

a party candidate, Republican, unfriendly to him or unamend-

able to his personal domination might get the party nomination

for an important office.

"And to obtain this thing for his own use and that of his

personal faction, he forces upon the voters of the state all the

vexations, the added expenses of election and canvassing the

votes, much more work on the candidates and the probability

of expensive contests, carried through all of the primary elec-

tions held in the state. And the plain intent of the law is to be

on the statute books so it can be used to defeat the will of the

majority of the voters whenever he can see a chance to use it

to his advantage. How does that look to you. Elder?"

"Well, it certainly looks as though the man who invented

the second choice law must have known how it would work.

It is too ingenuous to work that way by accident."

"But the man who invented the law, the plain intent and

purpose of which is to defeat the expressed will of the voters,

is your man with the halo, Robert Marion Tja Follette. Do you
still think he is an honest man^'
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"W-hy-er-I prefer not to pursue that subjeet any farther at

this time, if you please."

"All right, Elder. As you all can see. this is onlv one of

the many different possibilities under the second choice law,

the plain intent and ])ui'pose of which is to make it possible to

give the oftlcial nomination, not to tlie candidate polling the

highest number of votes, but to the one standing second on the.

list. AVith the T.a Follettc organization in control of the party

machinery and holding practically all of the state offices, as at

present, it is not ])ossiblc for a candidate for an important

office on the Republican ticket to gain the official primary

iiomination, if opposed by the La FoUette organization.

"One would suppose that, having control of the nominating

nuicliinery, they would be content to rest there and give the

other fellows the one-thousandth chance that, somehow, some-

time, one of their elaborately contrived safety provisions might
fail to work as planned, and allow an 'outsider' to get in.

Their continued successes for a long term of years, in bluffing

and fooling tlie voters, however, seem to have diluted the few

drops of sporting blood that some of them must have had in

their veins at the start, so that none of it is now perceptable ;

and the whole La Follette outfit has degenerated into one mam-

moth, political hog; and they do not propose to allow any one

outside of the ranks tlie smallest chance for a look-in, even.

The 'corrupt ]n-actices law.' enacted at the last session of the

Legislature a])i)arently ])uts up the last bar necessary to per-

manently restrain 'outsiders' from poaching on tbeir political

preserves—the great state of AVisconsin.

"Chapter 650, laws of 1911, called the Corrupt Practices

Act, is very long and bristles with figures so that if any of you

want to read it understandingly you want to take a week off;
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but there are a few of its pi-ovisioiis that are a phMity for

ilhistration.

"vSection 94 of this hiw i-cads ;is follows: 'Xo disburse-

ments shall be made and no (»bli,ua1 ions, ('X|)r('ss or implied, to

make sueh disbursements, sliall be iiu-urivd by. or in behalf of

any candidate foi* any office niid<'i' Ihe eonstitulion or laws of

this state, or under an,^' ordinance of any town or mnnieipality

of this state in his eam])ai^n for nomination or election, wliich

shall be in the aggrei;ate in excess of the amomits herein

specified, namely :

(1) For United Slates Senator, seven thousand five hun-

dred dollars.

(2) For Kepresentative in Congress, two thousand five

hundred dollars.

(3) For Governor, judge of the supreme court, or ,state

superintendent of schools, five thousand dollars.

(4) For other state* officers, two thousand dollars.

(5) For state senator, four hundred dollars.

(6) For mend)er of assembly, one hundred fifty dollars.

(7) For Presidential elector at large, five hundred dollars,

and for Presidential electoi- fo!- any congressional district, one

hundred dollars.'

"There are ])i'ovisions covering all of the minor state and

district olificia Is. but these are enough for illustration. Under

the law a candidate foi- I'nited States Senator is not allowed

to spend to exce(*d seven thousand five hundred dollars, in-

cluding the primary election. November election, and the final

legislative campaigns. There ;ii'e L*,"J()() election precincts in the

state; and for all of this necessary campaign work through two

state-wide and one legislative campaign, a candidate- for the

United States S<'nafe is not allowed to spend to exceed three
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dollars and forty cents per precinct. Candidates for governor,

judge of the supreme court, and state superintendent of schools

may each spend not to exceed $2.27 per voting precinct. Just

why they put the amount that a state superintendent of schools

may spend in thr same class with the governor at $5,000. while

candidates for the other state offices may spend only $2,000, is

not very phiin: hut it is likely that, not finding Supt. Gary

enough amendable to discipline, the La FoUette machine is

going after his official head when his present term expires;

and, knowing that Carv^ will fight and that he has a lot of

friends in the state, they think it best to provide for spending

considerable money to beat him.

"The wrong, utterly absurd pi'ovisions of the law are best

shown by the fact that, for the two state-wide and one legis-

lative campaigns, a candidate for United States Senator is not

allowed to spend enough money to pay for buying, printing,

and mailing a postal card to each of the legal voters in the

state. Tlie Corrupt Practices Law is for men not in the La

Follette organization, for 'outsiders.' The law will not affect

the 'La Follette men." The mo«t of their campaign work will

be done by office-holders whose salaries and traveling expenses

are paid by the state : and those who are not can be paid by

state 'jobs' and positions, manufactured by the Legislature as

the busine>ss requires. We have now reached a point in Wis-

consin where the laws ai-e so framed that the privilege of hold-

ing public office is just ;is certainly restricted to the little

coterie of professional politicians comprised in the La Follette

machine's Inner Circle, and their followers about the state, a«

though it were explicitly provided l)y law that they, and they

only, should constitute the otfiee-holding class.

"Not knowing the tuiture of the animal, (uie might think
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they would be willinw to stop there, 1)ii1 not so. P^vcn with tlie

dead cineh they have on tlie nominating niaehinery, it is still

necessary for the members of the otticial class to do some

political work—calling for the expenditure of some money—•

in order that the voters may know something of the personal

appearance of tlu'ir nilci-s. This Ix-ing the case, following out

the general 'progressive' i)hiii of making the taxpayers stand

the cost of all political work, the next thing w^as liow to do it in

their cases. Here comes in the scheme of the state campaign

pamphlet. Whoevei" invented this ingenius device for unload-

ing the cost of the personal campaign work of the candidates

upon the taxpayers, it was first used out in Oregon, Senator

Bourne's bailiwick, where in some respects, they have the 'up-

lift' business worked out finei- than in Wisconsin. Probably

this is because they did not have the pestiferous Stalwarts to

contend with in the earlier years of their 'progressing.'

"This provision for making the taxpayers pay a consider-

able part of the personal campaign work of the candidates is in

Chap. 650, public laws of 1911. The law provides that, previ-

ous to the primary election, the Secretary of State shall publish

a pamphlet, six by nine inches, in which shall, or may, be given

photographs of all the different candidates, from assemblyman
to United States Senator, and their statements to the voters.

P^ach assemblyman is allowed one page, all higher candidates,

two pages. A nominal charge, based on a sliding scale of

prices from !i;450 foi- a United States Senator to $20 for an

assemblyman, is made for the work. In addition to the state-

ments of the candidates and their photographs, proposed con-

stitutional amendments and referendum laws are to be pub-
lished in the pamphlet.

"The constitutional amendments and referendum laws can
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as well be published in the newspapers of the state, and the

political pamphlet is not needed for that work. The real rea-

son for the publication of the pamphlet is to make the tax-

payers pay a considerable portion of the campaign expenses

of the candidates; tiist. by advertising at the expense of the

state; second, by that section of the law which compels clerks

in city and country to send to the state authorities at Madison

copies of the poll lists from each spring's election. You who

are familiar with political work, when you consider that there

are two thousand two hundred voting precincts in the state,

can easily see what a great ])oon it will l)e to the political

gentlemen of tlie Iniuu' Circle to have the poll lists furnished

them from the whole state at the expense of the taxpayers.

"The law provides that the pam])h]ets shall h(^ six by nine

inches in size, that twenty ])er cent, more of them shall ])e

]U'inted than the total number of votei's as shown by the ])oll

lists from the ]u-evious spring's elections; and the number of

votes polled at any spring election will not be very much less

than that of a November election in a presidential year. In the

national election of 190S. 454,441 votes were cast for all presi-

dential "candidates. As a safe figure we will take 350,000 as the

vote polled in the spring election this coming year. 350.000

plus twenty per cent, equals 420,0U(I the number of pamphlets

that must be printed. At three cents per copy—a very low

figure—the cost of printing will be $12,600. Adding $4,200.

the i)ostage on the 420.000 pamphlets at tlu^ lowest possible

figure—one cent i^er co])y
—gives us $16,800, the lowest pos-

sible cost to the taxi)ayers of the printing and postage of the

candidate's advertising i^amphlet.

"That is not all. however. 420.000 wrappers will cost con-

siderable money ;
it will require a large clerical force for several
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months to compile the lists of voters and their postoffice ad-

dresse,s from the poll lists, enter them in the department books,

address and wrap 1he420,D00])amphlets ;
and keep the necessary

books for snch an enormous undertaking. I will not try to

figure it all out, hut it will eertainly aggregate well over

!f;25,000; and this large sum, lo he paid out every two years,

you will phnise note, is not derived from charity or a fairy god-

mother, hut is all to he paid by the taxpayers of the state.

"One consideration noted is that to carry out the provisions

of the law will require a large clerical force for several months

each campaign year. These 'jobs' Avill be parcelled out by the

members of the office-holding class among their political

workers about the state to p<iy for political work done during

the campaign. No. my friends, the Corrupt Practices Law will

not touch them ; they do i.ot need to si)end any of their own

money for political work."

"You are unfair there. Mr. Sellem. Those new official

positions will, no doubt, he filled by people selected by civil

service examination. That, as you know, will prevent any use

being made of them to i)ay political obligations."

"In answer, I will say that the way many of these civil

service examinations are conducted, the number of times that,

when the right kind of peo[>lr do not pass, second examinations

are order-ed
;
and the way iiic'.i aud Avomen who pass the exam-

inations finally come out, if not good and true 'La Follette

men,' show plainly enough to men who are watching the thing,

that the state civil service connnission is like all other parts of

the state administration, looked at from a political standpoint,

is not on the square. Their w(u-k is of such a nature, however,

all within the organizatiou and hard to watcli. that it is impos-
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sible for an outsider to know what is going on hehind the

scenes.
' ' With the Corrni)t Practices Act, the last of a series of laws

designed to fasten the grip of theii- organization upon the state,

it would seem that La Follett<' and his foHowers consider that

they have covered every point ueech'd to fix them in permanent

political control of the state.

"'I'here is one thing, howevei', that they have missed that

would have helped them very much at tlitferent times in the

past with unlimited j)ossibilities for the future. With all the

freak notions they have enacted into laws, I w^onder how they

missed that.

"There is an old and more or less true saying that there is

nothing new under the sun. and the progressive politician of

tlu' tAventieth century is not the first of his hreed-—not by

several thousand years.

"Nearly twenty-five liundred years ago, Athens, a state of

ancient (Jreece. had an oratorical reformer of the progressive,

uplift type, by the name of Clisthenes; and I will call your

attention. Elder, to a fact that a man as well read in history as

you are nnist know, that the Greeks of that period were fully

e(pial in general intelligence to the Americans of to-day. In

those ancient times, politicians were about as plentiful in the

(Irecian states as they are in Wisconsin: and, as in Wisconsin,
the ancient Grecian political uplifters and reformers w^ere also

orators.

"Oratorical reformer Clisthenes established the Athenian

Democracy which was, in general construction, a sort of over-

grown town meeting. Like our western reformers of high de-

gree, Clisthenes Avas some orator; and Avhen he tore otf his brass

collar and tore himself loose on the subject of the wrongs of
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the dear common people, there wtn-e things doing in ancient

Athens.

"Athens liad a legislative body corresponding to onr state

senate that remained in session the year round, and a lower

house, something like our assembly, that met forty times a

year. With what envy must our Wisconsin Progressive law

makers regard these legislators of old who could keep right on

making laws from year's end, to year's end. I will bet quite a

sum, however, that the Athenian legislature never made the

record, either in number or voliune, of the last Wisconsin

legislature of over six hundred and fifty laws in one session.

"After he had the Athenian Democracy establbished Clis-

thenes became the undisputc^d 'boss' of things, just like our

Bob; and like him he had a few 'thorns in the flesh,' bearing

about the same relation to his party that the Stalwarts do, or

did, to the Halfbreeds. 'riu^sf men, like some of our American

citizens, could not be made to see that everything was good foi'

the people just because it was new and guaranteed by some

silver-tongued orator, and politely requested to be shown.

This was all very distasteful to this early Progressive; and he,

like our Bob, being able to have any law passed that he re-

quired in his business, and being himself, like our B<ib, an

inventor as well as an orator, he invented the ostracism and

caused it to be made into law.

"The ostracism provided that any citizen might go before

the Athenian Legislature and, without giving either reason or

proof, declare that a certain citizen was dangerous to the state
;

and the legislatui-e was obliged to ballot upon the proposition

of sul)mitting the banishment of the said citizeji to populai-

vote; and if so declared a poll of the city oi* state of Athens

was ordered. The accused was not allowed a tiial and he could
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make no defense, bnt if 6,000 votes were east against him he

was banished from the state for ten years and deprived of his

citizenship.

''Although history does not so state, no donht Clisthenes

had a personal machine following same as his modern imitator,

and that the 'Clisthenes men' did as they were told to do just

like the 'La FoUette men': so tliat, Avith the ostracism in force,

if any man of strength or importance did not bow the knee to

Clisthenes and his 'isms, or persisted in kicking as to his man-

ner of running the country, all that was needed to do in order

to have peace and quietness was to invoke the ostracism elec-

tion and 'fire' the disturber.

''If they Avill ;dlow an outsider to suggest a good thing to

them, I suggest that, at the next session of their Legislature,

our Wi.sconsin Progressives enact the 'ostracism.' With that

in force their work of running the country will be simplified

very much. They can banish the obnoxious Stalwarts and pos-

sibly save themselves inany bad lioiii's and days in the future.

If the ostracism had ])een in foi-cc when the 1909 Legislature

met, some 'La Follette man' could have appeared before the

Senate or Assembly, declared that AVm. H. Hatton wrs a man

dangerous to the state and demanded the vote of the ostracism.

If they controlled both branches of the Legislature, as I think

they did, an election would have been ordered and Hatton

would have been deprived of his citizenship and banished from

the state for ten years. Then ^McGovern or Leuroot could

have been elected Senator without fuss or trouble and every-

thing would have been lovely.

"The real danger to the country is not that men of great

wealth will get control of the gov(M'nment and use it against the

interests of all the people—the muckrake magazines and dema-
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gogues to tlie contrary, iiotwitlistanding; there Avas never any

danger from that source, as the laws are adeciuate to rectify

any real wrongs to the people that may arise in that direction.

It may sometimes take a number of years to work out new con-

ditions and unusual contiiigeueies that arise—like the recent

activities of the great trusts—l)nt in the end justice will pre-

vail, and any dangers that may threaten will he taken care of

by the people by the power vested in them through the law

courts and courts of equity.

"The real danger to llie country—and it is real and imme-

diate—is from conditions sinular to those that exist in Wiscon-

sin to-day, where a small fractional and factional portion of

the voters—less than one-sixth to l)e exact—composed of two

elements, one comprising practically all of the office-holders in

Ihe state, their personal followers and employes, the other made

up of men who are held by demagogic appeals to class hatred—•

llu^ crj^stallized mob spirit. These two component parts, held

together by the personality of one man, aided l)y a series of

cunningly contrived election laws, are able to rule the other

five-sixth. The 'First demagogue then despot' of all historical

times is with us, and the immediate danger to our institutions

is he, and the organized and perfectly disciplined army of

85,000 voters that he is able to handle as he wills, and vote

solid on any proposition w^hatever.

"At the risk of reiteration until it becomes tiresome, I again
call your attention to La Follette's ability to vote his 'La Fol-

lette men' practically solid upon any proposition whatever;
as witness the solid La Follette vote cast for dead man Tucker

at the primary election of 1910. That was a danger signal and
we should heed its significance. This much is plain, however,

fhat the 'La Follette men' is an entirely new aiul unusual

political ])ro(luct; a curiosity. 'Neither fish, fi(^sh, nor fowl, noi'

yet good I'ed herring'; like the X-ray in electric;il science—
hai'd to understand, but an established fact."



CHAPTER VI.
^_

Hog-tied.

"I see that Mae has signed the income tax bill and the oor-

nipt practices act, though they who are 'wise" to what is going

on knew that he was bound to sign both. That about completes

the job, and poor old Wisconsin is hog-tied with the last rope

needed to bind her^ while a gang of 'uplifters' stands over her

flourishing large clubs—the corrupt practices act—admonishing
her: 'Ho now, my beauty! JNIake any but the most lady-like

attempts to get untied and we swat 3'ou Avith these nice big-

clubs !'"

"Why do yon use sucli language about two such praise-

worthy laws? The income tax law is certainly in the interest

of* tlie common people as it will force the rich to pay nearer

their share of the taxes. Is there anything unjust or unfair

about that ? The corrupt practices law is intended to prevent
the expenditure of large sums of money to compass the election

to public office of the very rich
;
as for instance, the large for-

tune spent by Senator Stephenson in his campaign for Senator

in 1908. This law gives the poor man who aspires to public

office an equal chance with the rich. What is there wrong
about that ? It is said there are provisions in the income tax

law that may make it unconstitutional. If that is so, the courts

will so decide and no harm will be done to any interest."

"There you go again. Elder. It is and always will be im-

possible for you to see anything wrong in any game, no matter

how skinny, that is sugar-coated with ;i preparation pretending
to be good for the poor man. Of course. 1 do not blame you

142
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for that as it is in line Avitli your profession; but the faet re-

mains that, without meaning to do wrong, men like you are the

most efficient aids to nnserupulous atul designing politicians.

I'retty harsh language—eh? But it is true, nevertheless. It

is early yet and I am going to tell the club wliat I mean by

saying that the signing of the two l)ills in question by Gov.

McGovern completes the job of hog-tieing poor old Wisconsin.

"Previous to 1901 state and business matters were in good

shape in Wisconsin. There will always be some complaints with

the way the other fellows run things, and we have always had

more or less of that. On the whole, however, as large a per-

centage of the citizens were satisfied as have ever been since.

There were only enough state employes to attend to the neces-

sary state business. The scheme of creating thousands of state

offices to furnish places for the personal followers of a political

boss, Avhile it may have been thought of, it certainly was never

practiced. Business was good; men were well employed at

good wages, and there was general prosperity.

"There were state elections but once in two years, and they
did not disrupt the general business for half of the year or

jnore and cost the taxpayer several hundred thousand dollars

for each election as now. There were then two political parties
in the state, the l)<'mocratic party and the Republican party.
The measure of strength between the two was so evenly
balanced that, while usually in the majority, the Republican

party had warrent enough to be very careful in its conduct of

the state's affairs.

"Candidates for public office paid their own campaign ex-

penses; such a thing as making the taxpayers pay them had
never been evea suggested. I doubt if even La Follette thought
of the scheme on the scale that it is worked now until he saw
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how his inventions of game wardens, oil and factory inspectors,

and other neAV brands of state office-holders worked to help his

political fortnnes. When he saw what a vast amount of

political M'ork conld he done with his men with Avhich he tilled

these new offices, and not only how little attention was i)aid

by the mass of voters as to what M-as going on
;
but how nearly

impossible it was to make them ht-lieve that any crooked work

at all was being done, he began to look forward to making a

far greater nse of snch a good thing, and the state_ commissions

were his next inventions.

"The men elected to the higher state offices in former times

Avere equal in ability to those wlio have served under the Bob

La Follette regime: ami tlu' members of the Senate and As-

sembly were, in business and intellectual ability, far above the

La h'ollette legislators of rec(Mit memory. Of course, there were

ahvays some men there avIio wei-e bioking more or less after

their own interests the same as now: there always will be: but

they Avere few in eithei- honsc. There never Avas a time in the

history of the legis]atui(^s of those days AA^ien a majority of

both liouses had to Avait tor the boss or one of his lieutenants

to give the Avord each day befoi-e they could go on Avith im-

portant business pending as lias l)een the case in recent sessions

of the Legislature.

"Present political conditions mi-c so avcII knoAvn to all pres-

ent tliat it Avill be merely necessaiy to outline Avhat is going on

under La Follette 's administration. There arc uoav Iaa'o state

elections every tAVO years, with flicir consequent expense and

disturbance to business avIicit ln'forc there AA'as but one; and

Avith the ncAV 'uplift' trio initiative—referendum—recall grafted

on oui' political system, there is Jio estimating hoAA- many
elections per year the future holds for us.
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"We know that the eniployos of the state have been in-

creased by many thousands, l)nt T cannot give >-()u the figures

on that, except approximately, as it is hard for an outsider to

get at the facts in the case. Outside of the gi'cat increase in

others of the state funds, the general fund or ordinary running

expenses of the state increased from !l^2,633.1f)2.85 for the year

1900, to $6,434,097.06 for the year 1910; an increase of

$3,800,904.21 per year while^ by the Federal census of 1910,

in that time the population only increased twelve and eight-

tenths of one per cent.—-barely one-eighth increase. Just what

the La F@llette men running the state did with that almost four

million dollars that they spent in a year more than was spent

in the last year of Governor Schofield's administration, with

practically the same population, I would like them to ri,se and

explain.

"In the last few years there have been a few hundred thou-

sand dollars per year spent on the new Capitol building and the

state institutions will naturally be costing more than they

formerly did; but the greater part of this vast increase in the

state's expenses has been due to the enormous increase in the

official force and the incidental expenses connected with the

great army of state employes.

"Though the increase noted above is alarming, only a be-

ginning was made in that first ten years of reforming in the

Iirocess of transferring the money of the taxpayers from their

pockets to the pockets of the 'La Follette men.' From the

figures obtainable from the state departments for 1911, and the

appropriations made by the Legislature at the last session,

the state's expenses for 1912 will aggregate more than twelve

million dollars. Think of that, you men who pay taxes, for

you all have to pay your due share of all this increase.
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"This same Legislature of appropriation memory, also made
laws covering abont every private and business relation of life

of the private citizen; and some of these laws enacted are

almost exact copies of laAvs of tlie monarchial nations of Europe
that practically drove some of the members of this club from
their old homes. Incidentally, that same Legislature passed
laws providing for hundreds, nay, thousands of additional state

employes, raising the salaries of state officials and—providing
means of raising money by taxation to pay the additional cost:

sure—they didn't forget that. Laws, Laws, Laws! more than
six hundred and fifty laws passed in that one session.

"The worst work of the 1911 Legislature is the income tax

law, and the iniquity of it should make those responsible for

it hide their heads in shame. What was the reason for it, the

need of it? AVhy the La Follette men, running the state, are

spending money so fast that they had about exhausted every
other means of taxation and it was necessary for them to resort

to new methods of raising money.
"To try to justify this new tax enormity they are now

citing us the income tax systems of the monarchial countries of

Europe. There Avith a large proportion of the population with-

out property and too poor to pay any considerable tax, the

burdens of royalty and great standing armies must be met by
taxation. Why should Wisconsin, only one of the many states

of which this nation is composed, for purposes of taxation, be

compared to the monarchial countries of Europe? It shows
the trend of their thoughts, however, as La Follette and the
Inner Circle consider that they are permanently settled as the

rulers of the state. In effect they are. and if the Bourne bill,

now pending in Congress, be enacted into law, and the initiative

—referendum—recall be adopted in Wisconsin, we will be un-
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der the permanent rule of an oligarchy very similar in organ-

ization to the Czar and Grand Duke oligarchy that rules Russia.

"In order to bolster up the fortunes of the members of a

consciousless, gigantic organization, shall we, citizens of the

free State of Wisconsin, in free America, take this long step

backwards and submit to this, the most distasteful of all forms

of taxation? At this late day in the centuries, shall we submit

to a law that pokes itself into the private business of every

citizen of the state?"

"Probably we will, as we pay and kick not no matter what

they pass out to us; and through its two great political organ-

izations. Van Hise with his University and La FoUette with his

grand army of state employes, the Great Combine is gradually

l)ut surely strengthening its strangle hold on the state. And
as their last move to date, they are now putting in force here

Iho most obnoxious of the taxing methods in force in the

monarchial countries of Europe. .

"We are told that, though we may not like the income tax

law at first, we will not mind it after we get used to it. Reminds

me of the fish-woman and her eels. Eels, you know, have to

be skinned bef(u-e they are cooked. This old fish-woman kept
her eels alive in a tank and when she made a sale she fished

them out and skinned them alive before delivering them to the

purchaser. A bystander, watching her at the work, asked her

if she did not think it cruel.—'0 no,' she replied, 'I have

skinned 'em so long they have got used to it.'

"The official noses of the income tax assessors will go

around poking themselves into every man's private business

affairs; and though not every one will have to pay a tax, every

man with a yearly income of .$.')()() or more must give an item-

ized statement under oath of all his sources of income and,
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virtually, an itemized statement of all the money he paid out

for the year—for what purposes the money was spent. And

l)y virtue of this statement, he is obliged to make all of his

private business affairs public property; for that part of the

law requiring secrecy on the part of the income tax returns

will he a dead letter before the law has been in force two years.

If at any time an income tax assessor takes it upon himself

to think that the citizen, in making his return, has not given

up everything, he has the authority of the state to compel him

to dig up and show him every item of his i)rivate business

affairs. If he does not do this, the assessor can fix the amount

of the tax at any figure that he sees fit.

"The thing is so un-American, so contrary to our traditions.

to our national dislike to public espionage into our private

affairs, that even in their frantic search for further means of

taxation, I wonder the La Follette men dare enact such a law.

But the necessity for devising further means for financing the

La Follette-McGovern presidential campaign of 1912 was press-

ing them; Senator Stephenson had declined to put up the

$250,000 fund for the campaign that they had asked him for;

and they have had such success in fooling the people in the

past with their old wolf-cry. 'the corporations.' that they seem

to feel safe in putting up this new taxing device.'"

"I think, Mr. Sellem, that an income tax is not such a bad

thing. Other nations have income tax laws. The United States

had an income tax during the civil war."

"You said 'other nations.' Elder: but AVisconsin is not a

nation, only a small division of a nation; though like some of

the Old World nations it is luider one-man rule. The United

States did have an income tax during the Civil War—a neces-

sary war revenue measure; but it worked badly, even then,
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was never fully enforced, practically ignored within a short

time after its enactment, and repealed soon after the close of

the war. Under the Constitution the nation cannot levy a

direct tax; and even if the present attempt to amend the Con-

stitution vso as to allow an income tax does not succeed, the

constant reduction in tariff rates may make an income tax

necessary in the near future. When that time comes the people

Avill submit to it cheerfully as necessary to provide revenue to

pay the Nation's cxixmiscs: but there can be no excuse for a

state income tax.

"Wisconsin luis no slandinu army, no navy, no expensive

diplomatic relations abroad to keep up, no pension list, none

of the many calls for money that, of necessity, take many mil-

lions from the National treasurj^ each year. With only the

state's institutions to keep up, the number of employes of the

state reduced to what are actually needed in the various depart-

ments—the surplus departments and commissions lopped off—
the simplest rules of ordinary business practice applied to the

state's business, the ordinary sources of revenue would be a

couple of millions nu)re than the expenses.

"But what is the use of talking? Next year the army of

graduates from Van Hise's Spellbinder factory will spread over

the state; La Follette's Weekly and the country weeklies will

get into action
;
a noisy cannonade of words will be opened up

on the corporations ;
the tom-toms w411 be beaten

;
and the dear

common people will be so taken up again with the shooting, the

shouting, and the drumming that they will, as usual, fail to

note the presence of the light-fingered gentry in the crowd.

"Now, just what I mean by the homely old phrase 'hog-

tied,' tied so securely that it is impossible to get loose, is this:

By th^ir cunningly contrived primary election law with the
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recent Mary Ann amendment, their many state commissions,

boards, bureaus, and other means of keeping thousands of their

workers on the state's pay rolls, their most perfectly disciplined

political organization of history ;
and now the Corrupt Practices

Act that practicallj^ shuts the door of opportunity against all

who desire to enter the public service who are not favored by
the La Follette organization, they have a strangle hold on the

political and official systems of Wisconsin that it will be next

to impoxssible to break.
' ' The main part of the La Follette machine, the rock found-

ation upon which it is built, is the primary election law. The-

oretically, under the law, the voters go to the polls and, by
parties, select their candidates for all of the offices from the

county offices to the highest offices in the gift of the state.

Actually—the way it works out in practice—the only candidates

who stand any show for tlic nominations for the higher offices

are tliose who have the backing of the La Follette organization.
Eitlier that or a candidate for any of the higher state offices

must spend a vast amount of money, with the probability that

he will fail even then. Now the corrupt practices law shuts

that off and the only candidate who can possibly get the

nomination at the primary election is the 'La Follette man.'
And the 'La Follette men' in the state do not now, and never
have numbered one-sixth of the voters.

"The political situation was much like, but somewhat dif-

ferent in the time of the Stephenson, Hatton, :VIcGovern, Cook
senatorial campaign of 1908; the campaign when La Follette.

having full control of the situation and al)le to place the nomi-
nation where he willed, was cotistra iiH^I to allow it to go to

Senator Stephenson."
"In order to have the primary election law do the work it
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was designed to do, it is necessary to have a state-wide organ-

ization of many men hound together by ties of common self-

interest. La FoUettc so planned his organization that prac-

tically its entire cost of consti'uction and operation is paid by

public taxation: and the money drawn from this source is dis-

tributed to the La Follettc machine through the medium of a

great and constantly increasing army of state employes. The

scheme of distribution, the methods by which the money of the

taxpayers is transferred from their pockets to those of the 'La

Follette men,' all by due process of law, is very ingenious; and

only a great political inventor could have devised it. Aj^ to

which of the two, La Follette or Van Hise, is the inventor,

opinions differ.

"In order to make the thing as plain as possible, I will take

nj) the events of the last political year, as they are all fresh in

your memories. In the primary campaign of 1910, the first

move made by the Inner Circle, the managing body of the

organization, was to construct the principal planks of the party

[ilatform."

"You are certainly wrong there, Mr. Sellem. The primary

election law provides that the party platform shall be made by
a convention of the successful candidates after—not before—
the primary election."

"The procedure provided by law is as you state, Mr. Web-

ber, nevertheless the important planks of the Republican party

platform of 1910 were made before the primary election and

the procedure of their making was not as provided by law.

"Long before the September primary election, the import-

ant planks were decided upon by the Inner Circle. If you

study the platfoi-m of that year, you will notice that, except a

few unimportant 'claims' and 'demands,' all of the planks call
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for the enactment of laws that will largely increase the number

of employcvs, add Iniiidreds of thousands dollars to the running-

expenses of the state: and. in the corrupt practices law, prac-

tically shut out of holding office, all except those who are

favored by the La Follette organization.

"The primary t4ecti()n laAv Avas the first, and the Mary Ann,

or second choice laAV. with the corrupt practices law, the last

of a series of laws designed to enable La Follette and his fol-

lowers to obtain and permanently retain control of the state;

and with their state supported organization, successful opposi-

tion within the party seems to be out of the question.

"By the selection of an astute and experienced business

man as manager of his campaign, and the use of a very large

sum of money—making it possible to create a strong working

organization in a comparatively short time—Senator Stephen-

son polled a vote at the jn-imary election of 1908 the size of

which rather astonished the La Follette people. Though they

knew he was to get the nomination, the run that he made was

so much better tli;ui \\\ry thouglit possible that they saw the

possibilities of danuei- to llieir machine in the future from men

with large wealth who would refuse to abide by the rules of the

game prescribed by lawgiver La Follette. They are taking no

ehances, hence the corrupt practices law, designed to shut out

all excei)t the followers of the nuu-hine.

"The La Follette organization is in absolute political control

of Wisconsin. All of the higher offices are held by members of

the Inner Circle, and through the general plan of creating new

commissions and l)oai(ls of ditferent kinds at every session of

the Legislature, they are constantly adding to the strength of

their organization: binding their followers to them personally
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by the strongest of all ties l)etween man and man, ties of mutual

financial interest.

"As some of you may not know just what the corrupt prac-

tices law is, I will explain it l)ricHy. Under its provisions, dur-

ini; an\- one eampaiiin, no candidate for pul)li(t office shall spend

in excess of cei-tain specified amounts for each office, running

fi-om $7,500 for a candidate for United States Senator down to

•1^150 foi- a candidate for the assembly. The lnw provides ex-

plicitly just the thing's for which money may he spent and the

penalties for the violations of any of its provisions are severe.

'Now you may i)e liegiuuing to see how ingeniously con-

trived to ensure permanent control of the state to the La

Follette machine is the whole series of 'progressive' laws, the

primary election law, the JNTary Ann law, and the long series

of laws designed to nndtiply the great army of state employes,

thereby making the taxpayers pay for the upkeep of the organ-

ization ; and on to the corrupt practices law designed to confine

the office-holding class to the ranks of the 'La Follette men.'

"To the shanu^ of many thousands of the members of the

()]ice great Democratic party of the state, they are helping the

conspirators at every election—assisting to tie the cords that

l)ind the giant; and in doing this, they are, at every election,

making it more and more difficnlt for the Democratic party to

ever be anything but a lackey and a roper-in for Bob La

Follette.

"The La Follette men call themselves 'Progressives.' Do

yon know what the i-eal nu'aning of that word, 'progressive,'

is in tliis connection'.' No f Then I will tell you. Its true

definition *is the progressive assimilation by a tight politiiud

clique of the political liberties of the people. That is the mean-

ing of the word and the movement; and if is lieing engineered
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by a man with an ambition as boundless as that of Napoleon

Bonaparte ;
a man who, like Bonaparte, would not hesitate to

sacrifice any man or any number of men if, by so doing, he

would advance his political fortunes.

"Men, familiar with political work, know that by far the

most eflfective work in vole iiettin^' is by personal solicitation.

Speech-making, newspaper Avork, nnd magazine articles help;

but in the end it is the personal equation that brings in the

])ig tallys. Like a giant octopus, the La Follette organization

reaches out its tentacles into every voting precinct; there are

'workers' enough to see every voter in any twenty-four hours;

and as practically all of the running expenses of the organiza-

tion are paid by the state, except hj the rare combination of

great organizing ability backed by immense financial resources,

successful opposition is out of the question ;
and now the cor-

I'upt practices law shuts the door against that chance of relief.

No such dibolically ingenious scheme for binding the people of

a state or nation in permanent political bondage was ever de-

vised before. No wonder the 'uplift' statesmen in other states

look upon La Follette as a man great enough to be President.

"The primary election law provides that the winning candi-

dates of each party at the primary election shall meet in con-

vention at Madison, about Sept. 20th, and adopt the party plat-

form and declaration of principles under which the regular

election campaign shall be conducted. Right here I wish to re-

maik that as a device for perpetuating the rule of a political

machine and ensuring the continual reign of a party boss, there

was never a more ingenious scheme than this provision in re-

gard to the construction of the parly platform. It has 'heads T

win, tails you lose,' and loaded dice beaten a mile, and then

some.
' '
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"I think you are det-icledly unfair there, Sellem. Who are

better qualified to make the party platform than the repre-

sentatives of the people, nominated by the ballot for the

campaign? What better way can there be of ascertaining their

wishes?"

''It looks that way to you. KUler; it does to numy peoph"

who do not knoAv what is going on behind doors and partitions

where the big chiefs are making war medicine. As you will

never knoAv unless some outsider tell you, I will enlighten you

as to the inside workings of 'The Successful Candidate's Plat-

form Convention.'

"The method of constructing the Republican platform of

1!)10 was as follows: Long before the date of the convention,

the Inner Circle had decided upon the principal planks; what

'demands' for new election laws, additional laws with com-

mission attachments, and the other measures needed to

strengthen the Organization for the campaign of 1912
;
and how

to provide the additional revenue needed to take care of the

large increase in the state's running expenses that the proposed

big increase in employes and governmental machinery would

entail. They also had to decide as to what the political

fashions would be in 1912, and >vhat laws they should have

the Legislature pass in 1911.

"Coupled with the perfect organization and discipline of

the La Follette machine, the machinery of the primary election

law—of which the candidate's platform convention is an

important part—is so cunningly contrived that any sort or

kind of 'demands' that may be put in the platform may be

easily complied with by appropriate legislation, any promises

may be kejit ; and tlic linier Circle can conic baclc at oI),j(M'tf)rs

with 'Tlic pcO])lc (|cin;iiidc(l tlic l;i\vs.'
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"For sheer ingenuity, the combination beats any and all

other political contrivances. With it La Follette busted the

Republican party, reduced the Democratic party to the

'cold corpse' condition, attained high office, gained much

Chautau(|iiaiii celebrity and many Chautauquain dollars; and

Fooled the voters and taxpayers of the state to willingly con-

tribute several million dollars a year to support his machine.

"But to go on with the platform convention: The platform

committee i-eceives the draft of the important planks from the

Inner Circle through tlie little window, inserts a few unim-

portant ones for tilling, nuikes other motions like real platform

building; and hands the draft of the i)latform? over to the

convention. There, the controlling majority, knowing what

they have to do, go through the form of having several con-

siderable scraps over the wording or construction of some un-

essential points, so the deai- people at home will learn through

th<' papers that something like a real platform convention is

going on; then a few 'We point ^\•ith pride's' and a few extra

'demands' ai-e inserted: and the platform as prepared by the

Inner Circle is adopted by the c<)nvention.

"There will always be some candidatCsS who are not posted

as to the eti<iuette of Progressive platform building; and there

are likely to be a few others who 'kno\v the ropes' Avho. while

having a general idea as to what is going on 'in behind there,'

really think they ought to have some voice in the construction

of the important i)lanks of the platform. These may, at times,

enliven the otherwise cut-aud-di'ied proceedings somewhat, but

their numbers will be small and the discipline of the organiza-

tion is so perfect that they cannot atfect the general result.

"The party bosses now claim as a clinching argument why
the various 'demands" and proniises" incorporated into the
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party ])l;iti'orin of 1910 must be enacted into laws by the Legis-

bituiv of 1911: 'The people demanded them.' Reminds me

of the stoiy of Mv. Henry. At a political meeting the speakers

were much disturbed by a man who called constantly for a

^If. llciiry. Whenever a new speaker came on, this man

1);i\vI(m1 out: 'Henry! Henry! I call for Mr. Henry!' After

severjil interruptions of this kind, a very young man ascended

the phitform and began to speak, when again came the call

for J\lr. Henry. The chairman now arose and remarked that

it Avould oblige the audience if the gentleman would refrain

from further calls as Mr. Henry was now speaking. 'Is that

Mr. Henry?' cried the disturber of the meeting. 'Why, that's

the little cuss that told me to holler!'

"And yet they tell us that the people demanded these laws;

that they demanded an income tax. Do you gentlemen know

of any man who is demanding to be allowed to pay more taxes

than he is paying now? A number of you farmers have in-

comes high enough so that you will have to pay, under the law
;

and I have heard the most of you complain that your taxes are

too high already. After you have paid your town, coimty, and

regular state taxes, do you want to have an income tax assessor

to come around, armed with the authority of the state to make

you dig up some more money for taxes? If you deny that you

are liable for an income tax and he declines to take your word

for it—as he probably will—do you want him, a stranger, to

dig into all of your private, personal and business afit'airs; force

you to make a sworn statement as to where every dollar came

from that you got possession of during the previous year; and

how it was spent ? If you do not do this, or if you do not do it

in the way that he is satisfied with, he has the authority of the

state to place your income, for purposes of taxation, at any
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figure thai he may plcaso: and yoiif only remedy will be a law

suit against the stale llnw do you like that—you poor down-

ti'odden farmers? 'I'liat indignity is put upon you that a few

thousand nu)r(> 'jobs" may he pi-ovidcd for the f()ll()W(M's of

Prophet Boh."

"We will not like it. hut 1 suppose \V(> will ha\(' to stand

it."

"Yes, Mr. AVebhci-. you will lunc to stand it aud more if

tlii,s thing is to continue Tlu^y are making so manj^ laws cur-

tailing th(» liberty of the individual and making tlu^ state the

great, overshadowing thing that it is in monarchial countries;

enacting so many repressive laws bearing upon the freedom of

action of the individual, mak-ing conditions almost exactly as

they are in the most repressive of the monarchial nations of

Europe, that I am surprised that natives of those countries, noAv

citizens of Wisconsin, do not see the similarity, note the ten-

dency, and take alarm. The income tax law is one of those im-

ported laws. Dotd)le taxation, expressly prohibited by the

Constitution of the I iiited States, is another: though in this

case it i« allied with tlie income lax law.

"How much did your new house cost yon, Mr. Webber?"
"It cost me something over $r),000."

"Sup])ose you i-ented it. how nnicli would it rent for?"

"T do not know, exactly; probably thirty dollars per

month."

"You i)ay taxes on that house?"

"Certainly. 1 pay taxes on all my property."

"So you do ; but when the income tax assessor comes around,

he will size up that house, decide how much it Avould rent for

pel- year, perhaps $400 ; aud he Mill add that amount to yoiu* in
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conic IVdiii oilier soiifccs lo ;iiTivc ;il llic ; mil lit' will nsscss

\dii iiiidfr llic Iciiiis of llic iiii'oiiic l;i\ law."

"^'('S, I knew il was soiiid liiiiu' ol' thai kind and I lliink il

an Old rage.
"

"It is Ilia! and more, luil wlial arc yon ;i,(»in^' lo do ahoiil

il .' Sonic Will kiids, Inil ki(d<iiiL;- will do no i;ood. Il would

scciii, liowc\'cr, llial llic people of Wisconsin slioidd have la.kcn

note ol" Ihc slraip^lc hold llic \ r.\ KolleMc, lii;u'liiiie has on llic

slalc IVoiii what lia|)pene<l in l!ll(), when Tindsci', La h'ollclie

ciiiididalc lor allorney ^ciicral coiniiiil I ed suicide llii-ec days

hclorc Ihc primary eleclion. j'roluilily wilhin I vvMinlyd'onr

hours ol' his dcalli nearly c\'cry voter in the stale knew Ihal he

was dead, and yet, so perl'ccl is Ihc (liscipline of the orvaniza-

I ion I hat i list rile I ions sent old lo Ihc precinct iiiaiiaf^ci's to vole

I heir incti for 'riickcr rcsidlcd in poMiiM^' practically llic whole

I ;a h'ollcl le vol(^ lor I he dead ma n.

"That, a ^-rcat polilical orLia iii/al i(Hi, conlrollinc- ncai'ly

eighty-live llnMisand \otcs, should he aide Id p(»ll pi'a(dically its

whole vole Tor a dead man, and that I'oi" a, candidal,e Tor one ol_

the most imporlaiil of Ihc state otliccs, should awaken the

Ihiiikinj^- of Ihc stall' lo llic daii'j'crs of Ihc one man ride under

which they arc now li\ini;-. The sit nation reminds iiie ol' the

story oi' 'What hajipcncd to Olc.'

"Called into court as a witness in a darnufijc suit, a.^ainsl. a

railroad company, llans llansen proved lo he a hard witness.

Al'l-ei" t-ryinn' I'or s(mie time wiUioiil siicffoss to ^n'j, a ('onnocl,('(l

slory ol" the affair from him, the jiid^c silfjfj^csicd he he allowed

to tell the story in his own way, wliiidi was agreed l,o. Told l,o

go ahead, Thins delivered himself (d' lli(\ following:
" 'Me and Olc was w a I kin' along Ihc railroad when I luiard

a vvhistle hehind mc and got off the Iraid'C. When the train
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went by I got on the track again, but I didn't see nothin' of

Ole. Then I Avalked along and bym-by I seen Ole's hat, and

then one of his arms, and a little farther along one of his legs,

then the other leg mikI the other iinii ; and then over on the

othtM- sidi- (»r tlif trai'k 1 sccii Ole's head; and said I: 'My

Heavens, something iniistei- happened to Ole!'

"When, at the command of a political bos,s or his lieuten-

ants, a ma.jority of the voting members of the once great Repnb-
lieaii party of AVisconsin. blindly and unthinkingly cast their

votes for a dead man. and tlial tlie candidate for one of the

most important offices in the state, it would seiMU—referring to

the electorate—that 'Something muster happened to Ole!'

That is not party fealty ;
it is slavish, un-American servalty to

one man—that is La Folletteism.
"



CHAPTER VI r.

"Governor Bob,"—Herbert Quick.

"I see that onte little cuss. Tvi)l)ort Marion La Follette, has

pnt another one over itii the dear old (^naker lady. The Satnr-

day Evening I'ost. Second time- lately that Bol) has told the

old lady a fairy story—and made her believe it. She is very

old—qnite a lot over one hnndred years—and I wonld not

think Bob would fool an old person that way."
"0 well, Sellem, if you have picked up something- on this

trip that has not yet reached this backwoods town, spit it out."

"Why, 1 had in mind an article and some pictures in The

Saturday Evening Post of September 23rd, No. 13—both num-

bers of ill luck and ill omen yon will notice—about Bob La

FoUette as a grizzly bear hunter, garbed in a dress that makes

him look so fierce. One of the pictures shows him as a bear

hunter and another as a horny-handed son of toil, riding a disk

harrow. The first picture nails the bear hunter vote for him

and the second the votes of those who habitually ride disk

harrows
;
and he certainly lays it over on AVilliam Howard Taf t

there. Taft might, under favorable conditions, hunt bears;

but he never, never could ride a disk harrow. What I am

getting at is the story that Quick and La Follette tell to the

Evening Post readei's in that Number 13 of September 23rd.

"For the evening's lesson, I am going to revii^w this article

on Governor Bob by Herbert Quick; and I am not going to ask

you to take my word for things, as I can prove all my state-

ments by public state i-eeoi-ds. 1 \\ill state as preliminary to

161
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the argument that Quick 's article is pretty near a plain lie from

beginning to end.

"After using considerable space in regard to matters that

are not of any particular consequence, under the head of 'The

Passing of the Pass,' Quick says: 'His first brick was the anti-

pas-s demand. Tlie count I'y lias caught up with La FoUette in

that as in most things that he has demanded; but when his

faction proposed a law against the giving and acceptance of free

transportation on the railroads, it was looked upon as the idea

of a dreamer, a visionary, a demagogue ;
but Wisconsin got her

anti-pass law.
' That is the way Quick puts it in this Saturday

Evening Post article and, as he and La FoUette are old-time

friends, there is no doubt that he got this information from or

through him. Now, as shown by the public state records, what

are the plain facts in the case?

"For years while Bob La Follette was hardly heard of on

the subject, in the Assembh', session after session, A. R. Hall

was fighting against the railroad domination of the state, call-

ing attention to tlie pass abuse and demanding an anti-pass law.

In messages to the Legislature, Governor Schofield, a stalwart

of the Stalwarts, called for the Legislature to submit to the

people an anti-pass amendment to the state constitution. Act-

ing upon these suggestions an anti-pass amendment was en-

acted by the Legislature in 1899, the year before La Follette

became governor, passed again in 1901, as required by the con-

stitution; and, being submitted to a referendum vote, was

carried and became a part of the organic law of the state.

"As a constitutional provision is not a law, but a right con-

ferred upon the Legislature to make a law, or a prohibition, in

order to take advantage of the new anti-pass amendment,'

legislative action was necessary; and this was done, of course.
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after La FoUette became governor. Of all things La Follette

has no right to claim credit for the anti-pass law, except that it

was enacted after he became governor.

"If any of you gentlemen care to look up the matter of th-?

anti-pass amendment to the state constitution, you will find the

first law in chapter 357, laws of 1899, and its second passage

by the Legislature in chapter 437, laws of 1901. Look up these

two laws and then read Quick's -article in The Saturday Even-

ing Post of Sept. 23rd, 1911, bearing in mind that La Follette

or his friends must have given him the information.

"Again on page 5, Quick says: 'Governor Bob, along with

the anti-pass law, put in the statutes the law for the state tax

commission. The people could read in their tax receipts the

benefit of the work of Governor Bob; and the corporations,

which had been making their own entries in the tax rolls, could

read theirs in the just burdens which they had escaped so long

by the use of the pass and the dominition of the caucus and the

convention.
'

" 'The La Follette passion for the facts ruled in the enact-

ment of the state tax commission law, however, as we find it

ruling in all his public acts. A demagogue is always a spoils-

man—for spoils only will remunerate demagogy. If Bob had

been a demagogue he would have asked for a law Avhich would

have enabled him to hold up public utilities for campaign funds

in return for immunity from taxation. But he asked for and

got a permanent tax commission.'

"Fix in your minds how that reads, gentlemen, and then

note the facts in the case as they stand in the public records

of the state.

"It had long been generally known by most public men in

the state that a tax commission—some body of competent men
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to deal with the tax question—was needed
;
and for years prom-

inent men in both public and private life had advocated lawss

establishing such a commission. The subject had been before-

the legislatures in different forms at nearly every session for a

long time; and Governor Schofield. in his message to the Legis-

lature in 1897, recommended a law for a state tax commission.

Early in that session, a bill providing for such a commission'

was introduced and ably championed by Senator John M.

Whitehead, one of the terrible Stalwarts, whose name was

formerly used by good La Follette mamas with which to scare

their naughty children into being good. This bill became a

law—chapter 340, laws of 1897.

"As you would expect to be the case, this first tax commis-

sion law, being in the nature of an experiment, was not perfect,

the members of the commission received no pay for their serv-

ices, and their work was largely in the nature of an investiga-

tion. Acting upon the information furnished by this first tax

commission, in his message to the Legislature in 1899, Gov.

Schofield recommended laws, which were enacted, strengthen-

ing the commission and making it a permanent state institution.

The tax question was so complicated that the laws had to be

changed and improved at future sessions of the Legislature;

and as La Follette became governor in 1901, any later work

on the subject had to be done under his administration.

"Now what do you think of the honesty of a man who, to

help his political fortunes, will claim as his the 'work of other

men done before his time? No doubt Quick got his informa-

tion from La Follette himself, or from some 'La Follette man':

but the article went out to more than a million readers of The

Saturday Evening Post
; and, as far as I have seen or heard, no

correction has ever been made. f'
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"Then Quick takes up the Railway Rate Conmiission Law

after the following manner: 'Rates must be regulated
—that

was certain; bnt how? The answer was peculiarly La Fol-

letteian. It was a demand for the facts. A demagogue would

have rushed before the people with some plan for instant recog-

nition by statute
;
but La Follette first found that the decisions

of the Wisconsin courts secured to the people the right to regu-

late rates within reasonable limits; and then decided that the

proper agency by which to do this was a permanent, non-

partisan commission of experts, who would study the question,

find out where the reasonable limit lay, and act only when they

knew. '

"That sounds nice and conservative. It places Bob right

in the company of the safe and sane without question. The

real facts, in regard to the building of that Railway Commission

Law are entirely different; and they do not leave La Follette

in the vsame company by quite a lot—by the difference between

the 'safe and sane' and the broncho busting, business wrecking

Texas statesman of recent memory.
"In regard to the appointment of the first members of the

Railway Commission, Quick says:
* * * 'Or at the very

least he would have promoted his field-marshals to the offices.

La Follette, instead, gave the state a splendid railway commis-

sion law, and appointed B. H. Meyers, a university professor,

then studying the railway question in Europe, and now trans-

ferred by President Taft to the Interstate Commerce Commis-

sion; Halford Erickson, a statistician who had been a railroad

auditor; and John Barnes, since elevated to the supreme bench

of the state, a lawyer skilled in public utility law—a dignified,

learned body of men, with the La Follette passion for the fact.
'

"So much for Quick's tales. Now bear his story in mind



1 66 THE WAYBACK CLUB.

while I relate to you the building of the Railway Commission

Law, and the appointment of the first members of the Com-

mission.

"As it was generally understood that the Senate Railway

Committee of the legislative session of 1905 would have the task

assigned to it of preparing a railway commission law, attention

was directed to the men selected for that committee. Senator

W. H. Hatton of New London was appointed chairman, and,

from the make-up of the committee, it was generally considered,

that good, safe men would have charge of the work of con-

structing a railway commission law that all parties were now

pretty well agreed was desirable. The Senate Railway Com-

mittee was dominated by Halfbreeds, but they were not the

'La Follette man' type that dominates the Senate at the present

time. Hatton, Hudnall, Wipperman, Stout, and others were in

the work from principle, and they took orders from no man

when they once decided where their duty lay.

"There were, however, several of the members of that Sen-

ate Railway Committee who were of the regular 'La Follette

man' type, and to these La Follette made known his wishes in

regard to the make-up of the proposed railway commission law.

He had a copy of the Texas railway commission law and to

these men he said that the Texas law suited him, exactly, and

he wanted it copied for the Wisconsin law,

"The Texas law, as it was in 1905, was the worst work that

could be done by a lot of corporation-phobia afflicted visionists,

a business assassinator, bad enough even for Texas, v^ith its

small railway mileage, its manufacturing and industrial sys-

tems, outside of ranching and farming, less than that in one

county of Wisconsin; and its thinly settled territory as large

as an empire. What do you think would have been the effect
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of such a law, administered by La Follette, upon business in

Wisconsin, with her vast, complex, industrial system, and her

great railway mileage ? It would have been a business wrecker

of the woi-st kind.

"Ija Follt'tlc (l('iii;nnl('(l tli;i1 llic S.Mi.-itc K';iil\v;iy ( 'oiiiniittee

make tlu; Wisc(»iisiii law ;i (•<)[)_\'
dl' llic 'Tcxjis l.iw, or ;is neai-ly

so as dil't'ering territorial conditions would allow; i)hu'e nil oi"

the vast lumbering, mining, manufacturing, and other indus-

tries—and the railroads; their interests all intertwined as all

great industries always are in thickly populated manufacturing

states, at the absolute mercy and control of one man—Bob La

Follette. He had full control in the Assembly and a bill, which

was practically a copy of the Texas law, was introduced there,

passed and sent over to the Senate.

"Things were different in the Senate, however, and the

Texas law did not go. The Wisconsin Senate of 1905 was com-

posed of men of different intellectual caliber from those of the

Senate of 1911. At that time the many strong men who had be-

come identified with the progressive movement in its earlier

years had not, as at the present time, been driven out by

treachery, or left it in disgust ;
and there were quite a number

of them in the Senate of 1905. These only smiled at the de-

mands of the imperious dictator in the governor's chair, shelved

the Assembly bill, and went ahead to shape a railway com-

mission law for Wisconsin.

"Among the solid, sincere progressives in that Senate of

1905 were Wm. H. Hatton, Geo. B. Hudnall, J. H. Stout, H. C.

Wipperman, and a number of others who are not now progress-

ing the 'La Follette man' way.
"It was a hard task that the Senate Railway Committee had

in hand that winter. Tliere was an able, Stalwart contingent



1 68 THE WAYBACK CLUB.

in the Senate, and an effective, progressive bill, in order to be

passed, must be conservative enough to command quite a

number of Stalwart votes.

"Though an ardent Progressive, Senator Hatton was known

by his Stalwart colleagues to be a man of high personal honor

and business integrity; an able business man of large experi-

ence
;
and a man who, while not naturally of a very combative

disposition, would be as firm as a rock on any position when he

knew that he was right. On the Railway Committee with Sen-

ator Hatton were several other Progressives who would ccr-

_tainly refuse to obey La FoUette's commands wlieu they ran

counter to the interests of the people of the state.

"It took months of heart-breaking labor to work the Rail-

way Commission Bill to the state of perfection in which it was

finally passed, and as finished, it was practically all the work of

the Senate Railway Committee. Though he now claims it as his

work, hardly any of La FoUette's handiwork appears in it. As

finally perfected, much of the bill was not satisfactory to the

Stalwart Senators; but they were all committed to some form

of railway regulation and, relying upon La FoUette's promise

to appoint none but good, competent men on the Commission,

the bill passed and became a law.
' ' To execute its provisions, the law provided for three Com-

missioners to be appointed by the governor subject to confirma-

tion by the Senate. Depending on La FoUette's promise that he

would appoint none but competent men on the Commission, not

much concern was felt as to who the Commissioners might be.

Some time had elapsed after the bill passed before the Senators

knew whom La Follette intended to appoint. Then it leaked

ont that Nels P. Haugen was to be one of the Commissioners—•

Nels I*. Ilaugen, whose principal qnalifications for high office
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were his readiness to obey the orders of La Follette and his'

ability to deliver, at any time or place, large blocks of Scan-

dinavian votes.

"Still relying on La Follette 's promise, the members of the

Railway Committee discredited the rumor, but for some time

they were unable to ascertain whether it was true or false.

Finally a written memorandum of La Follette 's appointments

to the Commission was sent over to the Senate and read by the

clerk. The names were Nels P. Haugen, B. H. Meyer, Halford

Erickson. Hatton, Tludnall, Stout, Wipperman, the really

strong Senators in the Halfbreed ranks, faced their Stalwart

colleagues with white, drawn faces
;
and for a moment the scene

was highly dramatic. The Stalwarts, surprised, angry, with

the words, 'We have been tricked, fooled,' trembling on their

lips ;
the Halfbreeds, the looks of dismay on their faces rapidly

changing to rising anger.
''

'Is this for what we have put in so many toilsome days and

sleepless nights?' they said. 'Relying upon La Follette 's prom-
ise that he would appoint none but competent men on the Com-

mission and then be handed—Nels P. Haugen?'
"The Stalwart Senators saw that there had been no treach-

ery in the Senate ranks, at least; and there was a rapid assem-

bling to discuss the unexpected situation—which was about as

follows: It had been thought that Prof. Meyer would be one

member of the Commission and there was no objection to him.

With two strong men for the other members, Halford Erickson

would not have been objectionable ;
but being a devoted fol-

lower of La Follette, with Haugen as the second member, the

situation would be that the Railway Commission would be

simply a medium for registering the will of Bob La Follette.

Though splendidly equipped for the position, Prof. Mever
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would be only a figurehead
—one against two, and his appoint-

ment w^as plainly made to disarm criticism.

"This being the situation, the decision of a majority of the

Senators was that they would refuse to confirm Haugen as a

member of the Commission. Either another, a suitable man, or

no Commission. This dictum was communicated to 'Governor

Bob.' and you can imagine the stunts those 'kindly blue-gray

eyes' did Avhen he was apprised of the mandate of the Senate.

"Well, there w^as a deadlock that seemed likely to be per-

manent. To give up Haugen would knock some of La Follette's

political plans for the future into smithereens, and he hung on

to Nels. The Senators would not yield and there they stuck.

Finally, tired of the delay, and determined to do their duty re-

gardless of the wishes or displeasures of the self-appointed boss,

the Railway Committee decided themselves to select a man for

the third member of the Commission. It was hard to find the

right man and get him to accept, but after considerable hard

work in overcoming his repugnance to giving up his lucrative

law practice for such a thankless job, John Barnes, a Demo-

cratic, and one of the best equipped men in the state for the

position, was finally persuaded to accept.

"That done, the next thing was for some one to undertake

the most risky job of all and 'Go tell it to Caesar.' This fell to

the lot of Senator Hatton, who went to La Follette and in-

formed him that it was John Barnes for the third member or

no Comimssion. Of course, M'ith all the things those 'kindly

blue-gray eyes.' 'with the cold fire back of them' might do to

him was this a dangerous undertaking ;
but Senator Hatton is a

large, tall man with a Roman nose, and he did the job.

"That, gentlemen, is the true history of the making of the

Railway Commission Law, and the way the first members of the
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Commission were selected. Now read what La Follette claims

for himself in the matter, as given in The Saturday Evening-

Post and the other mnckrake magazines, and note how his

stories match np with the facts in the case.

"That was not quite the end of the matter with Senator

Hatton. however, as the reason why he was not given the

nomination for United States Senator in the primary election

of 1908 was that in this, as in divers other times and places, he

had refused to obey the string communicated impulses; and,

therefore, he was not a good 'La Follette man.'

"In the face of these facts in regard to the making of the

Railway Commission Law and the selection of the first members

of the Commission, how does the following sound, from Quick's

article on pages 6 and 56. 'A demagogue, invested as governor

with the power of appointing such commission, would have

traded the personal of the commission for the allegiance of the

corporations, or he would have appointed spoilsmen as his

agents to wring contributions from the corporations ; or, at the

very least, he would have promoted his political field-marshalls

to the offices. La Follette, instead, gave the state a splendid

corrupt practices act (railway commission law), and appointed

B. H. Meyer, a university professor, then studying the railway

question in Europe, and now transferred by President Taft to

the Interstate Commerce Commission
;
Ilalford Erickson, a stat-

istician, who had been a railroad auditor; and John P>arni's,

since elevated to the Supreme Bench of the state, a lawyer,

skilled in public utility law—a dignified, learned, careful body

of men, with the La Follette passion for the fact.' In the face

of the facts, how does that sound? In this paragraph. Quick

says 'corrupt practices act,' where he plainly means the railway

commission law.
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"Again on page 6, he says: 'The people of the state like

the law. That is one of the reasons why Senator La Follette,

with the massed millions of the melon-cutting gentry against

him, and with no money of his own, carried every congressional

district, every senatorial district, every assembly district, every

county, and nineteen out of every twenty precincts in the state.

The people have tried La Folletteism and found it statesman-

ship.

"That was a nice send-off all right; that was what Quick
was hired for, only it isn't so. Facts, analyzed, sometimes do

funny things to flights of eloquence. Let's see how this Avorks

out.

"By the United States census reports, there were 683,7-t3

males of voting age in the state in April, 1910. Some of these

were not voters, but not very many. If we call the number

of actual voters 650,000, we have made all due allowance for

unnaturalized foreigners and other persons of voting age who,
for various reasons, were not entitled to vote. As a candidate

for United States Senator in the primary election of that year.

La Follette was given 142,978 votes
; so that, at a critical period

in his career, when his senatorial job was in danger, only a little

more than one-fiftli of the voters of the state, of all parties,

were concerned enough about Bob's political future to take the

trouble to vote for him. Certainly fifty thousand, probably

more, of the votes that La Follette polled in that primary elec-

tion of 1910 were cast by his old 'fair-minded Democi;itic"

f''iends.

"I read Quick's article all through, carefully, expecting that

he would give La Follette the credit for the two cent per mile

railroad fare law. as he gives him credit for everything else.

That afl'air. liowever, was probably considered of too recent
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occurranee for the people to have forgotten about it. If it had

been a few years earlier, he would, no doubt, have claimed

credit for that, also.

"Deducting the state tax commission law, the anti-pass

amendment to the constitution, the railway commission law, also

the two cent fare law, from the many things that La Follette

claims to have done for the people of the state in the twelve

years that he has been turning the Avhole commonwealth into a

political circus, an experimental laboratory, driving from the

state many millions of capital that are badly needed for the

'development of our splendid natural resources; and keeping

many Inillions of outside capital out that would otherwisse l)e

coming in for investment, and what is left to his credit. The

Elder does not look to be in an argumentative mood just now,

so I presume there is no ansAver?

"Do any of you gentlemen believe that what the state has

•derived from these past tAvelve years of La Folletteism is worth

anywhere near what it has cost? ("an you point to anything in

the way of public improvements or material advantages that

will compensate for the many millionvS of dollars wrung from

the taxpayers by the present La Follette administration in

excess of what would have been the cost under an economical

administration of state affairs as conducted previous to La

Follette and reform?

"Without a close analysis of Quick's article, one Avonders

Avhat it is all about, anyAvay. Reading it closely, however,^—
between the lines—taking into account presidential expectation

necessities, and it is seen that the article is intended as a sort

of reassuring lullaby, played with the soft pedal, to assure the

conservative, inquiring people of the nation that the supposed
Avihl mnu. Rolicrt ^Ln-iou T^a Follette, Avhen closel}^ examined,
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is not Avild at all but, on the contrary, is as gentle as a cooing

dove, 'safe and sane' to the uttermost limit. But knowing there

are so many people in Wisconsin who know all about the whole

])usiness, I wonder that they would dare to take such liberties

with the facts.

"The thing in a nutshell is this: La PoUette is a born actor

and can be any and all things with apparent sincerity. In the

earlier years of his political career, as under prevailing political

conditions, it seemed best to be that way, he walked the steady

cool pace with the most conservative of the old-line politicians.

Failing, in that company, to get what he was after, he allowed

his pompadour to grow and raved up and down the land, tear-

ing the air, tearing off his collars, bidding for the votes of those

who could be attracted to him by such political gymnastics.

Now in his race for the presidency, thinking that his past per-

formances may be against him, he thinks it best to advertise

that it was all a mistaken conception of him; that he is not

really the wild man that lie once tried to make people think

he was.
' '



CHAPTER VIII.

Miscellany.

''Ever see La Follette's apostrophe to 'the common people"?

No? Then you've missed one of the finest things in the English

language. Brace yourselves and I will recite it.

'0 ye dear common people, purveyors of votes ami offices.

how I love you! You have raised me to a high pedestal from

which I can see, on clear nights, though afar off, the lights

gleaming from the White House windows. You have made of

me a star attraction of the Chautauquain lecture platform

where I can easily garner in my ^1^150 to $200 per day, senatorial

duties or no senatorial duties. You murmur not as you dig

down deep into your pockets for cash to pay taxes to provide

high salaries and muniticient expense accounts for my high com-

missioners, low commissioners, sub-commissioners, special com-

missioners, game wardens, oil and any other old brand of

inspectors; and in fact all of the many thousands of my per-

sonal henchmen scattered about in every neck-of-woods in my
dear Wisconsin. You dig up and pay with equal willingness,

whether for $2.50 per diem game wardens, expensing at $1 a

(lay backwoods hostelries, or my $5,000 a year commissioners

faring sumptuously at $5 per day metropolitan hotels—plus

palace cars, automobiles, and other accompaniments and

evidences of great wealth.

'I love you because you are so easy. You are a continual

picnic and an everlasting joy. You dig up and pay, pay, pay!

and ask nothing of me but the motions I make and my words,

words, words ! and unless the motor backfires and gives this old

175
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earth a jolt and spills you all ofP into the milky way, where

neither the sound of my voice nor the dear old Saturday Even-

ing: Post ean reach you, you are likely to continue to be a

good thing till the Judgment Day.'

"Now I call that good; quite literary, you see. Boh always

was strong on the literary, or anything with words in it."

"You surely do not mean to tell us. :Mr. Sellem. that Senator

La FoUette ever made any such talk as that?"

"Why not ? Does not that about express the situation?"

"O, I see what you are driving at. You are making game of

the devotion of the common people to the Senator because he is

their champion. Well, you will have your fun. but Senator

La Follette is, and always will be. very dear to the common

people.
' '

"Well, that depends. When he can no longer use them,

his now very dear and useful friends, the common people, may

get what others of his erstwhile friends have gotten in the past.

"In previous years of his political career, La Follette had

many good friends possessed of wealth, ability, and political

influence—all of which they placed at his service to advance his

political fortunes. They raised him to his present high statioB ;

and yet, when he had used them all that he could, he turned on

them and has since treated them as though they had always

been his worst enemies. The columns of the magazines and

newspapers of recent years furnish plenty of evidence that there

are no limits to which he and his followers will not go to villify

and abuse these men who were his very dear and helpful friends

in his not distant, needy political past. His now very dear

and useful friends, tlie eonunon people, may get theirs yet. As

to that, we are all eonunon people: and the devices and phrases
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used by political agitators to set one class of American citizens

against another should have no place in our politics.

"Now I will tell yo\i wluit happened to some of '(Joel's

patient poor,' the poorest of all poor men, the poor Indians,

whom La FoUette used for his pui-poses as long as it paid him to

do .so—and then dropped them : and now their cries for help,

smoking to the skies, touch him not. They had served the
.

puri^ose for which he called them up.
—'Avant, yet you gone!'

"The mcKst of you know something of the Mencmiinee In-

dian Reservation and the great wealth of pine and other timber

standing there. Under the supervision of the Interior Depart-

iiuMit. the Indians had been cutting a stated quantity of the

timber each winter, banking the logs on the Wolf and Oconto

Rivers. After due advertising, these logs were sold to the high-

est bidders; going mostly to saw mill owners at Oconto and

Ovshkosh. For the last few years of their logging, the prices

paid for the Indian logs were several dollars a thousand more

than they would have brought at private sale. As high as

seventeen dollars per thousand feet was paid for the whole

Wolf River cut one year—an unheard of price at that time.

"Under this plan, after deducting the cost of logging and

other expenses, a certain portion was paid over to the Indians

who did the logging and the balance was held by the Interior

Department to the credit of the tribe. When La Follette butted

into the Indian question, the balance held by the Department to

the credit of the Indians was $2,948,223.80—practically three

millions.

"Now there were at Oshkosh a number of men of the class

lliiit you have ;dl henrd La Follette rail against
—^the 'lumber

barons.' They had been friendsiof Senator Sawyer and, as

such, were sure to be disliked by Bob. As saw mill owners, they
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were buying the Indian logs at the highest possible prices; but

there was, of course, a presumption that they were making a

profit from the transaction ; and to cut off the Indian logs would

injure their business. Then again, he had been able to exploit

a large proportion of the poor men in the state who wore white

skins, and why should the poor red man escape.

''Then the trouble commenced. La FoUette introduced a

bill in the Senate providing that the Interior Department take

charge of the Menominee timber, build a saw mill on the Reser-

vation, log and saw the timber and sell it, employing Indiams

to do the work. He pushed the bill with all of the eloquence of

which he was capable; declaimed as to how the poor Indians

were at the mercy of the fierce lumber barons; and how much

better it would be for them to do all of the work themselves

and reap all of the profits.

"Well, the bill became a law and the mill was built, opera-

tions commencing October 1st, 1907. On that date, the amount

of cash held by the Interior Department to the credit of the

Menominee Indian tribal fund was, $2,948,223.80. Dec. 1st,

1911, after four years of logging and saw milling operations,

this had been reduced to $1,6-14,698.78, a net loss in cash of

$1,303,525.02, in the four year's work. The Department reports

that, up to that date, they had cut approximately 78,000,000

feet of standing timber, of a stumpage value of six dollars per

thousand, a total of $468,000. This, added to $1,303,525.02,

the cash expended in the four years, foots up to $1,771,525.02,

the amount in cash and value in timber stumpage that the

Neopit lumbering and milling outfit used up in the four years

of operation.

"The Department reports show that, on October 1st, 1911.

there was manufactured stock on hand to the amount of
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36,455,835 feet, upon which a value of $16.51 per tlioiisutid feet

was placed. A large part of this, however, was lumber of the

lower grades, much of it hemlock, some of it from that first

year's cut that was, through mismanagement, allowed to prac-

tically spoil in the log ;
but which is being carried on the books

as merchantable stock. Experienced lumber buyers who have

lately looked over the lumber in the Neopit yards say that $12

per thousand would be a big price, to pay for the stock. In the

inventory, the Department places a value of $602,021.01 on the

stock of lumber in the yards Oct. 1st, 1911, but $425,000 would

have been a large figure for it.

"The Department values the saw mill plant at $349,913.13.

but that is away off the mark. The main saw mill is a large

frame structure, covered and roofed with corrugated steel. The

machinery in the main mill consists of two band mills, a band

re-saw, and the regular equipment of an up-to-date saw mill.

There is a lath mill and a shingle mill of the common type.

There is also a detached planing mill with the ordinary amount

of machinery and the necessary dry sheds.

"A practical saw mill man can build the whole plant com-

plete, including the dam on the Red River, built to make storage

for logs, for not to exceed $150,000. They have a short logging

railroad, two geared engines, and the necessary logging cars.

Figuring these at a liberal price for reproduction, $250,000 is a

high vahiation for the whole Neopit saw mill plant, including

mills, dams, railroad, rolling stock, buildings, and everything.

This, added to the value of the manufactured lumber on hand

at date of inventory, totals $675,000, the value of everything

left to the Menominee Indians to balance their loss in cash and

timber stumpage in the four years of operations of the Neopit

plant.
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"On Oct. 1st, 1911, then, the balance sheet of the ,poor

Menominee Indians—a section of 'God's patient poor'^
—in ac-

connt with Bob La Follette. stood about as follows-:

Cash on deposit with the Department of the In-

terior, Oct. 1st, 1907 $2,948,223.80

Interest at five per cent, for four years 589,644.76

Stumpag'e on 78,000,000 feet of standing timber

cut at $6 per thousand feet 468.000.00

Total debit, Oct. 1st, 1911 $4,005,868.56

Credits.

Cash on hand with the Department Oct. 1st, 1911. $1,644,698.78

Value of mills and logging- outfit Oct. 1st, 1911 . . . 250,000.00

Manufactured lumber on hand Oct. 1st, 1911 425.000.00

Total credits $2,319,698.78

Total credits carried forward $2,319,698.78

Net loss to the Menominee Indians in four

years
• $1,686,169.78

"This is what La Follette 's championship of the cause of the

poor Menominee Indians cost them in the first four years, and

the end is not yet.

"Even one of the principal reasons advanced by their cham-

pion? Avhy the lumber should be manufactured on the Reserva-

tion—the employment of the Indians in the work—failed of its

ostensible object, as the department reports show that only

33V^ of the labor is performed by the Indians. When the

Indians did the logging and sold their logs to the regular saw
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mill men. practically all of the logging was done l\v Indian

labor.

"AVo who know the man know that it was with no desire to

licnofit them that he took np the canse of the Indians: hnt that

it was a purely vote getting, spite proposition with him. And

what of the poor Indians? Their great wealth of timber is be-

ing cut and worse than wasted; their cash on hand is being

thrown away; and in a few years both cash and timber will be

gone.

"Knowing how it is going, the Indians have been trying

to have the cruel waste stopped ;
but their efiforts will amount to

nothing. About two years ago, a committee from the Senate,

of which La Follette and his 'uplift' crony, Senator Clapp of

^[innesota, were two of the three members, went to the Me-

nominee Reservation to 'investigate' the complaints of the

Indians. Of course, any committee dominated by La Follette

would not see anything, and this committee didn't. The waste

of the Indian's cash and timber goes merrily on, and La Fol-

lette is free to devote his voice and pen to the championship of

such others of 'God's patient poor' as have not yet got theirs.

"Is the fast approaching timberless and cashless condition

of the poor Menominees agitating Bob Lafollette's double-

duplex, inside connected word and tear fonts to the point of

bubbling over? Not a tear, not a word, not a l)ubble. Notice

Bob entering the arena lately in behalf of poor Lo of the Wolf

River Valley? Seen any leading articles in The Saturday Even-

ing Post about their condition? Has La Follette 's Weekly
written it up? Not a word from any of the usual sources that

keep us informed of the tearful concern of the 'uplifters' for

the woes of the 'common people.'

"Poor Indian Lo of the Menominee Reservation—fast be-
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coming a plutocrat cutting his timlier and selling the logs to the

lumber barons—has been used for the purpose for which he

was called up ;
and the incident is closed. La FoUette's tearful

and wordful appeals to the nation to save the poor Indian's

timber had, many times, split the atmosphere above the Capitol

clear through, forty miles, to the superencumbent ether beyond ;

but now he knows the poor Indian nor his woes no more."

^



^ ^
AFTERMATH.

Milwaukee, Wis., Sept. 15th. 1!)15.

''Mr. A. Webber,

Waybaok, Wis.
' ' bear Mr. Webber :—

"Since I quit the road and went into the house three years

ago, I have never had the pleasure of meeting you; though I

have often thought of you and the others, and the pleasant

times we used to have in the Wayback Club in Jackson's store

'saving the country.' I have noticed, however, that political

matters worked out very much as we decided they would.

"I wonder if you saw a certain article in the Chicago

Record-Herald of the 10th, by an annonymous writer, in regard

to some inside history of that 1912 presidential campaign?
This writer, who is evidently sure of his facts, after describing

the utter collapse of the bull moose business in the closing

weeks of the campaign, tells of happenings that are of very

great interest to Wisconsin people.

"In brief, the writer says that there was no misunderstand-

ing between La Follette and McGovern over the Roosevelt

presidential candidac}^ matter; that La Follette, being on good

terms with Roosevelt and the other high Progressives, through
his wonderful gift of political foresight, saw what was going

to happen. He had learned that the plan was to send in a large

number of contesting delegates to the Chicago Convention, just

as he (La Follette) did in the 1904 Wisconsin Convention; and

knew that, unlike on the latter occasion, the regular Repub-
licans would control the national committee. This meant that

the Roosevelt contesting delegates would be thrown out, that

183
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Taft Avould be nominated and that Roosevelt would bolt and

form a third party.

"With the backing he had, Roosevelt was q,uite sure to put

his third party tickets in every state, and that spelled danger

to their control of Wisconsin.

"Yon will never catch Bob napping on auy proposition of

that kind and so the plan was formed for McGovern to go t(i

the Chicago Convention, pla,y tag with the Roosevelt people.
"

as the occasion oifered, and with the help of others of the La

FoUette forces, try to play the game so as to keep Roosevelt

from putting a third party state ticket in the field in Wisconsin.

The writer says that Henry Cochems was likely a sure enough

bolter, but that all of the rest of the La Follette men who

followed McGovern in his apparent slump to the bull moose

were simply playing the game.

"The thing sounds so much like the deal they put up in tlu'

1!)08 primary election to l)eat Hatton out of the nomiuation foi'

United States Senator, that it is very likely to be as stated.

Kinder (|ueer. though, that ^lae was always picked for the goat.

Very Sincerely Yours,

SAMSELLEM."



APPENDIX.

George Washington and Benjamin Franklin Foresaw Present

Day Political Movements.

''In these troublesome times, when the country is facing

what may l)c a complete revolution in our system of govern-

ment; when the fundamental principles, the stability of our

time-tried institutions are threatened hy the wanton attacks of

unscrupulous and ambitious demagogues posing as friends of

tlie common people, the words of warning spoken by two of the

men who had the most to do with l)uildiiig the Nation, spoken

on important occasions, sound as tliougli. with prophetic ken,

they looked ahead through the mists of more than a hundred

years and foresaw the very dangers through which the country

is passing at the present time.

On pages 92-3 of JMadison's journal of the Constitutional

Convention, a portion of 'a speech made before the Convention

by Benjamin Franklin reads as follows:
"

'Sir, there are two passions whicli have a powerful influ-

ence on the affairs of men. These are ambition and avarice;

love of power and love of money. Separately, each of these

has a great force in prompting men to action; l)ut when united

in view of the same object, they have in many minds the most

violent effect.
* * And of what kind are the men who

will strive for this profitable pre-eminence, through the hostile

cabal, the heat of contention, the infinite abuse of parties, tear-

ing- to pieces the best of characters? It will not be the wise and

the moderate, the lovers of peace and good order, the men fitted

» for the ti'ust. It will be the bold and violent, the men of strong-
1X5
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passions and indefatigable activity in their selfish pursuits.

These will thrust themselves into the government and be your
rulers. * * *

"There is scaroe a king in a hundred who would not, if he

could, follow tlie example of Pharoah, i|;et, first of all, the

people's money, tlifii ;iil their lands, and theji m.ikf them and

their children servants forever.

"It will be said that we do not propose to have kings. I

know it, but there is a natural inclination to a kingly govern-

ment. It sometimes relieves them from an aristocratic govern-

ment. They had rather have one king than 500. It gives more

the appearance of equality among citizens; and they like it. I

am apprehensive, therefore, perhaps too apprehensive, that the

government of these states may, in the future, end in a mon-

archy. But this catastrophe I think may be delayed if, in our

proposed system, we do not sow the seeds of contention, faction,

and tumult, by making our positions of honor places of

profit.'
"

Washington Feared a Dictator.

The following, from George Washington's farewell address,

M-as prophetic of the present so-called progressive movement :

" 'Towards the preservation of our government and the

permanence of our present happy estate, it is requisite, not only

that you speedily discontinue irregular oppositions to its ac-

knowledged authority, but also that you resist with care the

.spirit of INNOVATION upon its principles, however specious

its pretexts. ONE jMETHOD OF ASSAULT MAY BE TO

EFFECT, IN THE FORMS OF THE CONSTITUTION, AL-

TERATIONS WHICH WILL IMPAIR THE ENERCY OF THE
4
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SYSTEM; AND THUS TO UNDERMINE WHAT CANNOT
BE DIRECTLY OVERTHROWN. In all the changes to which

you may be invited, remember that time and habit are at least

as necessary to fix the character of governments as of other

human institutions; that experience is the surest standard by

which to test the real t(Mid<^nc'y of existing institutions of a

country: that facility to change, upon the credit of mere hy-

pothesis and opinion, exposes to perpetual change, from the

endless variety of hypothesis and opinion.'
"
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